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Decision No.  SOSNO
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[

BEFORT THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COLPANY for axm order
authorizing construction at grade and
at separated grades o railroad iracks
across certain streets, lanes, alleys
and highways, and across the track

02 Tho Western Pecific Railroad Compeny
at locations hereimalter cesceribed, in
the City of San Jose and un the viclnity -
of San Jose, County of Sante Clera,
Stave of California.

Application
No 014194'8~ -
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Ze Je Fould.s, for Appllca.n.‘c-
C. . Dooling, for The Western Pacific Rallroad companys -
Archer Bowdem, City Attormey, for the City of San Josce
T P. Pitzgerald, Tor the County of Seata Clare.
Terry Mo Clellan, f£or the Depertment of Publie

Torks, Division of Highways, State of

Californie.

¥. A. Blanchaxd, for interested parties, users of
Almaden Roade. :

Taward M. Fellows, rfor interested parties, users
of Northern Rosad.

Z. L. 3rume, for Sen Jose Ice axd Cold Stornge COZpeny.

Y TEE CQIIISSION ~

INTERIOCUTORY OPINION AND ORDIR

15 1S an epplicesion of Southern Pecific Compeny fox
authority to comstruct the various crossiags oTor public
thoroughfares znvglved 1n the relocation of its main line tracks
tarough the City of San Jose axd the wrincorporated territory
immediately south of the City of San Jose. ’

A pudbiic hearing was Zeld at Saz Jose on October 24t¥,
’-1938, bérore Examiner Handford, at which tizme the uppizcatzbn,
50 fer as it appertained O c:osszﬁéngthin the City of San Joseo,

wes taken utnder sSudmlssiOle




A; the presgnt time the Southoxrn ?acitic Company
operates 1ts main line througk the City of Sen Jose oﬁer
tracks leid in Fourth Strect, Lfrom Julian Street to the
southerly on¢ of Fourth Street at Roed Street, =nd thence
over private right-of-way south of Reed Street, crossing
several civy streets, county rpa&s and & State Fighway at
grade.  The Irenchise on Fourth Street having expired the
Company Gesires to COonsTIUCT & new doubdble track maln line
through the westerly part of the city, and has redeived
from the ¢ity council a new firty (50) yeaqr fraachlse for
such line relocaclon. Tais will depart zrrom the exist-
ing mein line at Polhemus Street aad rollow the alignment
of the existing College Derk to Santa Cruz Branch elong
Senter Street, to & point nesar Sen Carlos Street. Soutkerly
~~om Son Cerlos Street sn entirely new line 1s to be
constructed on private right-ol-way, Jjolning the existing
mein line neer Liclk Station, about two and oge-halr (&=1/2)
miles soutk of fhe southerly Limits of San Josce. The lengéh
of tho new line is approximatvely Iive (5) miles. In
addition to the double track main llne; the company &akso
intends 4O duild & wye comnection With oXisting tracks near
the mortherly end of the project to permit operavion of 1ts
Niles Branch trasns into the proposed new station at The
Alemeds and also a connecting Ireigat lead betrween t@e oLd
ex& pew lines near the southerly end Of tae project to §erm1t
the serving of the indusivrial district located along & portion
o2 the existing main line souxﬁ of Roed Street, walch 1s'not
o be sbandozned. '

In the construction Of these “wacks 2% Will be necessary
o cross voerious thoroughfares 1n +he City of Sen Jose and n;

the unincorporeved portion of Saante Clexa countyxmmmedmately

south of the City of Sexn Jose, end tihe presentfapp;;catzon is
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for eutlority to.construct these crossings. | A ¢rossing et
grade with the Niles-San Jose bdbranch oI western Pacir'ic Railroad
Company is ulso req uested, all as showd bY map NOMeWa 05589,
Saeet l1=-4, atvached %0 tiae applicatlon.

The application involves alterations anavtracx'changes
at rour (4) exiszlng grade . crOSIINGS; elimination O four («)
others by g:ade Sepexration; 4nd requests authority to'consf:ﬁct
seventeen (17) mew crossings, four (&) of which will be at
seperated grades. O* the twenty-rive (&9) crossings 1ﬁvolved;
twelve (12) o* the grade crossings end the elght .(8) grade
separations are located in the City of San Jb,e apd the remalning
tive (5) are with public highways outside or the ¢itye. Then the
project is completed elghteen existing grade Ccrossings will be |
sbolished, four of these being by means o grade separation, e
eleven by removal of tracks and three by cLouzng ot streets. In
the preseat Order only sucl crossings &as a:e in the City of San.
Jose are to be-consiaered.

By Ordinence No.zl74, dated April 46, l9e8, e CItY
Councix or the City of San Jose granted Sou:bérn Pacific
Raiiroad Compeny, an erTiliated corporation of Southera Pacific
‘ compeny, & Iirty year rmanchise £0T & new line over, along and
acToss tae several streets, lames, 8lieys and highways lRVOLved.
mhis rranchise grants authority Ior the following crossings, the
aumber or tracks being ia ,uch instences as noted, adaitional To
«racks 8T present in placee. The.‘ollowxng teble also shows

cortein streets tO De closed and Tho menner or crossing the

rexminder. ‘
Street | - Txacks involved | VYanner of Crozssing
Mein line Crossings '
Lenzen AVe. 1 (additiomal) At grade
Cinnabexr Street x " ~to"
Julien Stree® 3 " Street in subway
San augustine Street Q " Croseing ppysicalmy
' impossiblo.
The Alsueda 4 " , Street in swbveye




San Fernando Street. 5 (additional) Stroet %o be closed.
Park Avenue 3 " .Street in subwaye.
Pine Street - Inéefinrte Street 10 be closeq.
San Cerlos Stroeet (additional) " Street on viaduct.
Avzeris Street T : At grade- -

Neglee Avenue At grade

Home Street .. " "
Her»ison Street
Bird Lva. .
Jerome Street
Martin Avenuo
Delmas AVo.
Prevost Streeb
Mullex Avenue
Willow Street
Goodyear Street
Sunnyside Avenue.

m v (Paper Street)

Street. 1n sudbway. .

Street to be closed.
" ” ” .n-

Street in subway.
” " | . .

Stroet to be.closed.
Street -an subway

Street to be closed
L, ] " ” »
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TWve Treck Crossings

Autums Street - At grade
Montgomery Street .o
Cinneber Street "
Cottage Lane
An Alley

Uhder the terms of this franchise the railroa& ccmpanj
1s to coastruct entirely 4t its own expense the seven subways
and tae viaduct snd tho C;ty of San Jose agrees to pay the
cost or uny demage to property, other tihan Southern'?aciric
PTOPErTy, that may be occasioned by the construction of these
grade separatlions. The franchise also contains the pro -
Tiscion that tho grantee shall comsiruct u QoW passonger
station nesr the point where'San fernando Street now crosses‘
the ralirosd right-ofl-~weye. |

The grantee 1s also requlred(zo request an Order Irom
tals Commiscion directing the abandonment and closing of
cortain streets in the wicinity of the mew Lino describedlin
detail in Section 3-¢ of Ordinance No.2174.

Resolution No.4258 deved Jume Ll, 1928, by the cxty‘
Council of the City of San Jose grants authority to south . .
Pacirlc Cosst Railway Company, an arriliated compsny of
Southern Pacific Company and the owaer of the zo=called Santa

Cruz line, to shift or relocate any of 1ts existing tracks
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between Polhemus Street znd Sex Cﬁrlos Street.

vetalled descriptlons or TAe TArlous Crossings are IuLly ¢
SOT TOrTA i1 The application and Will nOT be given in tals ae ;'
cls1ol. Uz general T crossings in the city may be divided 1nto
taree groups:  First: Those existing crossings aibng the Santa
Cruz line, waich, when the project 1s completed, will have tbe}r
status changed Irem crossings with a comparatively winportant
braﬁch Line T0 crossings over a doudle track main Line with 1its
attexcant hezeras; Second: The crocsings anvolved in comnection
Witk the new mein line wiere no railroad tracks now 4xist; and,
Third: Those éequzred in the construction of & Wye track %o
Provide a connection with the Niles branch now entering the city
from the East.

Tn the £irst group the street exd railrosd grades axre to
be separated, oxr the street closed at all crossings, with the
excoption of two comparatively unimportant écreets, Lenzon Avenue
and‘01nnabar Street. The former of these could well be closea
and may be at some ruture dave. The application alseo reguests
e grede crossing at Sexn Augustine Street, but such & crossing '
would de physlcally'ﬁnpracticable and even 1L constructed would
lead nowkere. A4t the hearing, appiicant reguested thet the appli-
cavion be amended to provide for the closing of this street and to
suck mocification the city agreed. At another crossing in
this grovp, Julian Street, a subway providing but swelve (lz)
Teet Overhead clearance i1s proposed, wiereas the Commlszzén'él
Genexral Order No.26=C prescribes fourteen (14) feet. The ézty
1s agreeable tO tils clearance over this public thoroughfere. It
‘appears that suca an wndergrade crossing woula accommodate
practically all ﬁne velrlcular trafflic that would have occesion
To use this crossing oné that extra high loads could ¢roszs the
raillzoad at the ad jacent grade crossing of Cinnabar Street; ﬁ;so,

taat no hazard to the railroad sitructure -or railroad operation is
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apparenti therefore, 1t iz delieved that this clearance shouwld
be permitted. the existing crossings with the Santa Cruz
line, San'Fernanao'Street ana Pize Stréet are to be closed. At
Sen CarlosStreet the prznci@al'trarrmc will be carried over b»oth
the Sente Cruz line amd the new man line on & vieduct, Suxltha
grade crosscing with the Sante Cruz Liﬁe tracks will ééﬁazn open,
25 o stub-end stroet 0 give access tO & single 1ndUSITY.

I the “econa group of crossings all the more important
Streets will be erocssed av separated grades, tho general plen
deing to elevate the tracks shrough th;s section of the eLty.
The city has agreed 0 close rive/bmportanm streets which would
OTherwlise require crossings and Auzeris Streev, Nagles Avenue,
Home Street and Herrison StTeet will he orossed at gredes
Harrison Street exists only on paper and reguires no c:osslng
et this time.  In view of thke exceedingly light treffic on
Naglee Avenue, wn;ch coule, with slight inconvenlence use other
,t.eet_, it has been recoxmended that the construction of &’

Tossing av thls poznt be deferred until such time as traffic
conditions or development of arverial thoroughlfares require the
Tossing.

41l or the crossings in connectlon With the Wye track
i the third group ere with wnimportant dirt or gréve;ed'streets'
and alieys, the principal trarfic being indusixial. One of the
crossings, that of Cotrage Lane, would serve no useful purpose
1 consTructed.. Southern Pacific Company owas tie p0perty

on Hoth sices of an alley opposite the point 1t PXOPOses tO cross
o w .
exnd 1t 1s delieved that public conveniexnce and necessity . . -

would e served as Well if this alley iemain physically closed
et the point of crossing. |

The réiécatxbn of the main Line of Southern Pacific through
the City of San Jose as proposed inm this applicatrion will im the
opinion of tke Commission meterielly improve the railroed grade:
crossing s1twation in that city and since the applicant end ﬁho

pr-




City appesT to be 1n agreement Witk respect tO all material
matters ia connection therowith, the applicavion, imsofer as

1% appertains to the ¢rossings in the city should Dde granted.

O R DE R

Soﬁthern Pacitic Company Rhaving made application'to the
Commission £or ean order suthorizing construction of the various
crossings wmth,puﬁlmc nighways involved in the relocation of
1ts main line tracks through the City of Sem Jose end the unin-
corﬁorated territory south of the City of Sen Jose, a.public
heering aaving been held, the Tommlssion being apprised of the
racts, and the matter having been subnitted insolex as'ths‘
crossings within the City of Sen Jose are concerned;

1T TS HEREBY ORDZRED, that applicant Southern P&c:fic
Compeny, & corporation, be and it hereby 1s authorized To con-
struct its doudble tracx ma;n line and suca secoxdary Tracks -
as are hereinarver described at g;gde across the'rollowzng strects

and avenues in the City of San Jose, County of Sente Clera,

State of California, in accordance WiTh the descripitlons filed

with the application and as showa by the maps atvvached to the

application and referred t0 1n the following list:

Street No. 0T tracks Drawing Noe Sheet

Ieonzen Avenue 5 tracks MWDo #6400
" Cinnabar Streot d
San Augustine St.
Avzexis Street
Neglee Avenue
Home Street .
Earrison Streel
Autunn Streetv
Montgomery Street
Cinnabar Street
An alley
Cottage Leme.

~.

LREEBowr cor

wye vrack
” "

333333333313
32333 8%3:3331

RN RN R

™ Lracks

=
e )

Said croaSingé shall be coastructed subject to the follow-
ing coaditions snd not otharwise:
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(1} Tae entire expensé o constructing the crossings, to-
gether witk the cost of thélr‘mulntenance.therearter'1n gooc and
first class condition for the safe and convenlent u#g'or the
pudblic, shall be bornes dy applicant. ‘

(2) said crossings shall boe consfructed egual or superior
to the type specified after each of the several crossings, as
related $o the standarus shown in Gemeral Order No.72 of this
Commission, and shall be constructed of widths t$ conform 1o
those parts of calc streets and avenues now graded,_wzth tops
or rails flush with the roadways and with grades orf eapproach ﬁot
exceeding phose specified after each ¢rossing in the following
tebulation:

Strect T™pe of Construction Minimum Srede
- of Avproach

lenzen Avenue Standerd No.2 4%
Cinnebar Street " ron % .
San Augustine St. Open track -
Auzerix Street Standard No.3 1%
Negloe Avenue Open track -
Eome Street Stendard No.2 4%
rison Street . Open track -
Autuza Street Standard No.2 4%
Montgomery Streéet " "oz 1%
Cinnabar St. (Wge) " "z 1%
An alley Open track -
Cottago lLane v "

(3} ach crossing, with the exception of those meried
mopen treck™ in the foregoing teable, shall be protected by
Standerd No.l crossing éigns as specified in Genexal Order No.75
of this Commission, and Standard No.Z ¢rossing szghs; 11 mminated
during the night hours, shall be installed for the further pro -
tection of said crossings of lenzen Avenue, Cinnabdbax Street
(main line), Autumn:Street, Xontgomery Street and Cinnabdar

treet (Wye track). ‘ ,

(4} Two wigwags conforming with Staiaara,Nb.S in General
Order No.75S of this Commission shell be installed Ifor the o=~
tect10n of sald eroscings of Auzeris Street, Ienzen Avenue and
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Cimnsbar Street (main line). Said wigwegs &t Lenzen avenue
and Cinn&bar Street (main izne) shall bomnually controlled and
operated fo protect vehicular fravel using seid crdsszngé
egainst movements on all tracxs‘at the respective crossings.

(3) At suen tzﬁe a$ Home Street, lMontgzomery Street and
Autumn Street are improved with a permenent type of pavement
at ﬁhe respective points of erossing, wigwags conforming with
saic Standa;d No.3 shall be installed for the protection of the
crossings witlh said streets. ‘ .
| (6) Axterial 5T0p signs having the authorzty'or Cz#y
Ordinance shall be-ereqted'on‘each side of the crossing itk
Lenzen Avenuve, Cinnabar Street, Auzexris Street and Bbmé Street.

(7) The erossings of Earrison Street and Nagles Avenue
shall be 5O comstTucted thet grades of approach not exceeding
4% will be feasible in the event that the construction dr'
roadways upon sald Serrison Street end Naglee Avenue shall
herealfter be authorized.

(8) This order is made upon the express condition that
sexd SerTison Street 1S ROt now actuelly constructed and oOpen
to travel at the point of ¢rossing and that said Naglee Avenue
will be closed To public use and travel upon the construction
O seild rallroad tracks and shall remsln so closed uwntil such
time as public convenience and necessity require that it be
open %o public travel. Tois oxder shall not de aé@ned es an
authorization ror fhe conscruczzon’or, or openlng_o;, sazd.
Harrison Street TO public use across Haild railroad tracks. _

"IT IS EEREBY FURTEER .ORDERED +that permission and ‘e.u':.horv:.‘cy
be and it hereby is granted to Southern Pﬁczrlc Conpeny *0 con-
struct croésings at separaied grades with the following streets
and avenues in the City of Sarn Jose, County of Santa Clars,State

o California, swbstantially in accordance with +the plans
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attached to the application or as filed at the hearing,

specified bdelow:

Juliun Street
The alameda
Paric Avenne

San Carlos Street

Bird Avenue

Delnus Street
Pravost Streot
Willow Street

Saia.crossings shall be constructed in accordance and

WD 5768
YWD 5458
MTDo}5438

M.WDef62L7

MW DeH82L7
HaWeDoff62L7
MQW.D .#6217

subject to the following comditions:

(1)

Sheet’

Sheet
Sheet
Sheet
Sheet

‘Sheet

Sheet
Sheet

RUHP P ORE

S

™ M
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Revised Oct.l4,1927.
" Aug 25 ’ 1928.
. June 8,19z8.
" . Aug.l5,1928.
T June 8,1928.
Moxrek 16, 1l9zL.
Mexrch 16, 19&8.
Umrch 16, 1l9<8.

~

Seid crossings shull be comsTtructed with clearances

conTorming to the Commission's CGeneral Order No.z6~C, excepting

that the subway of Jullan Street muy be constructed t0 proviae

4 minimum chearance or twelve (Llz) Teet above the roadwey of

sexd Julien Street.

An ‘impeired clesrance sign, illuminated

< night, shall be mainvtained on each side Oof salcd sudbway atb

Julian Street, of a size and in & POsition to be clearly visidle

t0 vehicular travel approaciing said subway from either direction.

(2}

The cost Of saia erossiugs, iacluaing the ¢ost OF

Property demuge, und the future maintenance, shall be borne in

accordance wWith the terms sot Lforth in Ordinance No.2Zl74, passed

by the City Council oI the City ol Sun Jose oz the L6th day of

April, lvzs.

()

The widik or roudways, silg walks, . approach grades

anc overhead clearances at each of the above grade separation’

sholl be subsventially as set forth in the roxlowiﬁg tabulavion:

No. and

Streat

mindimum
width of
drivewavs

No. and
peobhaliboiien]
width oT
sidewalxs

-

Maoxdzmem
roadway
approach

Julisn St. 1l -
The Alumeda < -
Paxric Avenuve 1
San Carlosavel
Bird Avenue 1
Delnas Street 1
Prevost v 1
willow W 1

Py
07

~ 307

s
S0
0T
25
S0°

I - 6'
6'
67
5?
6'
6?
6'
6'

Manimum
overhead
Slearance

...ow
-5
-0t
-Q"
~-Qr
_6“'
-Q"
L -G




(%) Appl:cantﬁshail, before commencing counstruction OX any
one of The ubomge grude separation structures, Tile witk this
Commission u complete sev or detall pians of sald structure.

IT .S EEREBY FURTHER ORDZIRED that

(1) 'ﬁlthiﬁ sixty (60).day5'r:dm the completion and placing
in reguler operation ¢f the new main Line tracks, tle crossings
for which are herean authorized, epplicent shall remove 1is
trecks from und restore the pavement to conform with the remain-
ing portions of each o the followlng streets, at the po:nx'or
erozsing w: th applicant’s existing main line t"acx in Fouxrth

Street, San Jose:

Julian Street Cro.sing Vo.EM?47.25
St. James Street EM=47 &S
St. John Street " " EN=47 .4
Sente Clara Avenue 4 " EM=47 S
San Fernando Street " " EM=d7 7
Sen Carlos Street " " EN=47 D
Sen Selvador Street " r E=Sl.7
Tilliam Streev " " E=51.8 -
Reed Street d " E=52.0

(&) The above opinion and oxrder 15 based on the express coa=
diti on that the following streets and alleys, in thé City of Sax
Jose be lega;ly sbanconed and effectively close& at the'respective
points of crossing with the existlng or proposed traoks of applicanz:

Sentexr Street

Sen Augustine Street, C“OSuin@ NO » 14646

San Fermando Street, NO e 146 +9

Pine Street, ‘ i NC o 1=47 42

Jerome Street

Yartin Avenue

Fullex Avenue

Bexrtlett Averue

Gooayeaxr Streot

Sunnyside Avenue

Sen Carlos Street (between westerly bamk of Los Gutos
(Creek and the easterly line of
(Kearney Street)e.

() Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days theresrter,
20tify this Commission, in writluig, of tae completron of the
instellaTion OF sald Crossings.
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(&) L said crozéings shall nof‘have been 1nétailed withiﬁ
two'years from the date of this order, the authbriéaiion heréin
granted shall ;hen lepse aad become void, unless furtier t:mé is
grented by sﬁbsequent oOrGLeT «

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such further
orders . Telative tO the location, comstruction, opergtion, .
zainverxance and protection qr said crossings as 0 1% may seen
right and proper, and to revoke its permission if, im 1ts Judgment,

the public convenlence and necessity demanc such action.

The autoraity herein granted shall become effective on the

date hereof.

Dated at Sem Framcisco, Celirorals, tais __y dey of

CDE{;JL£/w¢Av{;4R——V ,1928.
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