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Decision XO. 305(3()

In the Matter of the Application of

SOUTEERN PACIFIC COLPANY for authority

%0 close agency at Hardwick Statiocn, Application NO.l4881
Couxnty of Xings, State of Californila.

In tho Master of the Application of the )

ANERICAN RAILVAY TXPRESS COMPANY for ) ,

authority to abandon its agency at ) 4Applicarvion No.l5035
Hardwick, County of Xings, State or )

Calirorniea. )

BY TE= COMDISSION =~
OPINTION

In Application No.l48g8l, Southern Pacirfic Company, & Corpor=
ation, aas pevitioned the Rallroad Commi 35108 for autiority o
clbzq its agemey station at Zardwick on 1ts Sen Joaguia Division
1z the County of Xings untail suck time as sald station will have
developed surficient dusiness VO Justify the maintenance of an
agencye.

In Application No.lS5055, American Rellway Expréss Compahy, &
corporation, has petitioned the hailroad Commazsion for an oxder
authorizing the abandonment of 1ts egency at Hardwick in Xings
County and for tie elimination Of such agency from 1ts rocords.

In Application No.l488l1, applicant Sonthern Pacific Company
alleges that the maintenance oI the agency at Herdwick 1s wnremmner-
ative, aad ix epplicant’s opiniocd unneécessary exd authority 1e
reguested Lor discontinuance of the agency until such time as
tpaffic conditions Justily its re-establlcshment.

Teom an exhaidat riled with the application and data obtalued
during the Commission's investigation, the rollowlng compilation
reflects the business transacted at Hardwick Stavion during tlhe

yearly period ezding August 31, 1928:




Tickets sold (based on 6 alternate months)
Iess than carload freight
Received $ 423.00
Forwarded _ _34.00

Total - tickets sold and less-
‘ than carload Treight

Carload Freight

Received 801.00 '
Forwanded 2337 .00 315800

Total Revenue 33601.00

The total annual expense Of meintaining the Agency station,
covering agent's salary and supplies, is $19502.69.

Fron the adbove date i1t eppears that the percentage of
revenue Irom ticket sales and less-than~-carload ;relght, The 1tems
rdr which tae mairtenance of én agency station 1s most necessary
ZTor the public, required for the maintenance of an agency 1s
410.94 percent, and the percentage of the total reveanue required
for the maintenance of an agencty 1s 52.284 percent.

The character of carload business handled is not such es
would req uvire the serxvice of an agent.

An investigation conducted by the Commission's Engineering
Depaxrtment reosults in but ome patron of the applicant being
opposed %o the discontlinuance of the sgency, and in view of the
Tact that the expense of the continued maintenance Of an agency
18 1ot Jusyirled by tho revenuve derived therefrom, and that the
continued mainvenance oOf the agency places an unwarranted burden
on other patrons of the applicant, we are of the opinion, after
cereful consideration or the exhibits attached ¥0 the application
and of tie results of the Commission's independent lnvestigation
that the matier is one in which & pudblic nearing 1s not necessary
end thet the application should be granted subject to the terms
| of the following oxder.

In Application No..S5055, applicant Americer Rairlway LXpress
Gom@any requests authority to discontinue the maintonance of az
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agent at Hardwick alleging that ‘the egency, which s conducted

as a joint ageancy with the rallroad agendy of the Southern Pacific
Company, produces iansufficient reveaue 1o Justify its maintenance
as a separate agency, and that in the event 6: the discontinuance
of the Southera Pacific agency there 1S no person available at
Hexdwick gualifiod 30, or who desires to, assume the agency duties.
A statement attached to the application as an exhidit shows the
total revenue for the year onding August 3L, 1928, to have been
$601.82.

The Commission's investigation shows no protest against the
discontinuance oI the express agency in the event thet the discon=-
tinvance of the railroad agency is authorizea.

After ITull comsideration of thls application and the result of

our oma independent 1investigation, we are of the opinion and

~ hereby find as a fact that the continued maintenmance of an express

agency at Hardwick 1s not justified and that such agency should

be discontinued.

O R D T R

Southera Pacific Company and American Raillway Express Company
heving petitioned the Railroad Cormission for authority %o discon=- -
tinue the meintenance ol their respective ggencies at Hardwick,
County of Xings, the Commission being fully advised following its
owa indepenéggﬁhggﬂestlgat1on and ol the opinion that these patters
are such that/Tequire & public aeering, and basing 1ts oxder on
%the goncluszons and findings of fact as appearing in the opinion
whmch'precedes this oxder,

IT IS ZEREEY ORDERED that applicant Southern Pacific Compeny,
e corporation, be and it hereby 1z authorized ¥o discoantinue the
mainteﬁsnce of an agent at 1ts station of Hardwick on 1tz San
Joaguin Division in Xings County, and to hereefter Operate sald
stetion of Haxdwick as & non~agency stetion until the further

order of this Commission. The discontinuvance of agency aereby
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anthorized mey be mede effective after ten (10) days notice will
have been given patrons Of sald applicant by' pos'cing aotice O
said authorized discontinusnce of agency at 1ts said stasion oOF
Hardwicke. |

T TS EERIBY FURTHER ORDERED that applicant imerican Rellwey
Express Compeny, & corporation, be and the same heredby is author=
ized to discontinus the maintenance Of an agent av 1ts agency
st Herdwick, County of Xings, and %0 herealter serve ats patrons
at Herdwick &S & Don-agency with receipt and delivery oI shipments
by measenger av the car door. The discontinuence of agency
hereby authorized to be effective ver (10) days after notice of
discontinuence will have been posted at the statlon oI Hardwick

for the edvice of its patrons.

Datod at San Francisco,Celifornla, this ZZ‘ dey of

; wjﬂ//_/;f/\/ | ,1928.°
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