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Declsion No.

ZEFCRI THL RAILRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCINIA.

el :-I:I.te Meaxie Bu*ckhalter,
Mary 4 Jright end D. Lloyd,

Complainents,
vs. -t Cese No. 2592.
Tomales Bey Land Compeny,

Defexndant.
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Chris by for the Complainants.
Cras. for the Defendart.

THEE COMIISSION:

In thiz proceeding, V.E. Elte and tarce other recidents
o2 Inverness FPark complain against the inadequate water sexvico
being rendored by Tomales Bay Lend Compeany which owns and operates
2 public utility water system supplﬁ"ing Inverncss rFark, Merin
Coun‘cy; The éomplaint alleges that for several yoars last past
the water supply 2es been entirely cut off for periods varying
from.one %0 fourteen days, and that, during the summer months wher
water is needed most, the service 4s interrupted and imtermitient
and at ell times wholly imadequate. The Cormission iz asked to 1;:.-
vestigate the sexrvice conditions on the systenm and o order";he de=

fendant o make such improvemerts as may be necessary o provide

proyer sexrvice toO “che“consumer:-:. E.S. Granucei,. the owmer of this
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water works, not only né@legted to file answér to this complairnt
but also failed to appear ot the hearing held in comxection there-
with, notwithstanding that the Commission had issued a sudbpoent
- demending his appearancc. EHe did, however, sénd kie representative,

orne¢ Chos. W. Arpe. : |

L public hearing weas neld in this matter berorgjzxaminer
Gennon at Imverzess Park.

This water syster was installed many years ago 1o sSupply
& tract of subdividod property locavted aion@ the hillside at the
head of Tomales Bay and 20w xnown ag Inverness Park. There are
avout fifty consumers in the community, some o whom afe pezmdnent,
or all-year, residents, while a consideracble number ore summer aed .
week-ond residents only. Tne water plant was formerly lnown &s
The Inverness Fark VWater System end, together with the unsold lots
in the tract, was zcguired through foreclosuré proceedings about
four yeers age by the present owner, E.S. Granucci, who operates
the properties under the fictitious name of Tomales Bay Lend Com~
pary. The rates now cherged were filed with the Commission Jwly 19,
1918, end provide for & basic anmuel charge of $8.00 with an ad-~
ditional charze of $4.0C per year for each additional lot,oéer WO,

The weter supply 4is odteined from two springs Located in
o conyon cbove the tract and is stored im & wooden tank of &
capacity of 30,000 gallons. Delivery is by gravity through a 4iz~
tridution system consisiing pfincipally of l~-inck pipesz. There are,
however; some short reaches of li-inch and li-inch pipe and also a
few lengths of 2-inch main. “

The evidence skows that for the past several years the
sexrvice hes been wholly wnreliable and most unsatisractoéy, D=
ing the winter, storms fill up the pipe lines with mud and sediment

from lack of proper settling basin fscilities at the intake sprin@s,
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while during the Summer m&ﬁths thero Zave been Ireguent periods:
of several days' duretion during which there was no water avail-
able whatsoever. It appears also that during week-eﬁds_and'holi—
deys throughout the summer the water supplylhas.generally been
inedequate and irsufficlent for the bare household and sanitexry
requirenents oL the ¢coxnsumers.

The testimony shows that the collecting works at the
springs allow a comsideradle waste of water by seepaze. The
storage availadle is inadeguete for the limited water auvply.

The pxincipal distriduting pipes are entirely too small and are
worn out and leeking in many nlaces, causing poor pressure ané:
addivional loss and waste of water. A large part of the pipes

1s laid upon the surface of the zround and has numerou~ patchos
of old » gs or gectionu of inner tubes from automobile tire,.
Cexrtein consumers at the extreme lower sexvice levcls are per-
nivted To use water without restriciion for garden i*_iggtion
wivth the result that usersc oxn the higher levols are unable to
 obtein weter. In addition to this, the company has no representa-~
tive anywhere in the community to whon complaintz may be made and
Who can make necessary repalrs during emergencies.

I is clear from the cevidence in this pxoceeding that
this wator system has bdeen pozmitted 0 practicglly‘run itcels
to such an extent that it 15 now so badly de;reciatod.as:to bo
incapable of _ender;ng the class of service to which the consumers
of a public utility water plant are reasonably entitled. De~
Tendant will be required to teko Lmmediate Steps to Temedy the
above unsatisfactory conditions. Additional storage should be
provided; the s ings shouvld be c¢leaned out and provided with

better water cut-off and proper settling basins; mains of not less

-then 2 inches in diazmeter should be instzlled in certain sections
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to provide proper distribution of water, and meters should de
‘installed on tae larger users, -especially those consumers located
at the extrene low levels and who use water exteﬁsively Lfor lawn
and/or garden irrigetion purposes. In %als commection, 1t srould
ve pointed out that such meters will prevent unreccessary waste
of water and thereby counserve additioral water for the other
uzers. Defendant will also bve requizred to have a local agent

or representative at, or in the imxediate vicinity of, the water
systex who will be avallable to remedy-complaints and meke neces~
sery repairs without unreasonable delay. The following oxdexr
will provide for the submission %o this Commission by defendont
0L a comprehensive plan of improvements for the rehadbilitation

of the water system to the end that the consumers may be abdble

to get an adequate and dependable water supply. The present

rate structure does not provide for a metered raté and the exist-
izg flat retes are mot sufficiently comprehensive to provide
equitable charges in accordance witza the use of water. Tais con=
dition can 5@ remedlied by the utility through ?roper ﬁroceduﬁe

before this Commigsion.
ORDER

Formel complaint having been filed as entitled above,
e public hearinz having been heid taereon, the matter having
boen swonmitted and the Commission being now'rﬁlly advised in the
nremnises, | |

IT IS HEREBY ORDIRED that, within thirty (20) days from
the date of this order, E.S. Granuccei, doing busineés under the
Tictitious £im name and style of Tomales Bay Land Company, shrall

file with +this Commission, subject to its appréval, plens for tke

improvement of 1ts water system supplying comsumers in ard in <he
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Ticinity of Invermess Daxk, Merin County, said improvements %o

provide Lor the delivery to sazid conuumers o* en adeguate and.
dependable water supply throughoux thc cnt;re ycar an& to be
{nstalled and iz nroper operation In a‘manner ccceptable to this
Commicsion on or before April 1, 1929.

IT IS KERSEY FURTHER OFDEXED thet, within thirty (30)
days from the date of thils order, E.S. Gfdnucci shall'appoiﬁt ”
and employ a coampetent individuel to take chargé of the opera=-
tion of the water system at Inverness Park end who shall be
authorized %0 receive compleints from consumers and alse to
make repairs to the system when emergencies arise, sgid individual
to be locally available to the conswiers at reasonabdle times.

e effective date of this oxrder shell be twenty (20) .

days Zrom and after the dste hereolf.

Dated &t Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this 2 /

or'dt§4L§JZ<b4¢,C¢4_——- , 192§£
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