
')0~Q~ Decision No. .. ~ .... J v;.) 

BEFORE TEE :RAII.ROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAI.D'OR~"ll. 

- In the ~tter or ~he Application or 
~.L. Curtis, propr1etor or Salida Water 
Works,' t~= an order authorizing an . 
adjustment ot the rates and fix1ng the 
rates to be charged tor water 1n the 
Town ot Salida, County ot Stanislaus, 
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) ~ppl1cat1on No.15070. 
) 
) 
} State ot California. 

--------------------------------} 
Brown and Chamberlain, by R.I.. Cl:l.amberle.1n, 

to:r applicant. 
G. Van der.Veek, 1n persona propria, 

a cons'lllller. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION .... ---- .... ~ 
In· this proceeding, J.L. Curtis, oper~ting under the 

tictit10us name and style ot Sal1da Water Works and engaged 1n 
. . 

the business or supplying we. tel" to consumers in and near the 

Town ot Salida, Stanislaus County, asks the Comm1ss1on to adjust 

the rates ohArged tor water and to fix the charges t~r certain 

service that is not provided tor in the schedule ot rates here-

totoro established. 

A public hearing was held 1n the above p:roceed,1ng 

beto~ EX3mine~ Bowell at Sal1~a, Stanislaus County. 
The water supply tor the system is ~bta1ned tro~ a 
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ten-~ch well and ,um~ed into two S,500-gallon storage tanks 

tro~ which it 'is distributed by gravity through approximately 

8,450 teet o't mains, ver,r1ng trom 4 to It inches in diameter. 

'There are 58 consumers, two ot which are metered. 

The rates now in ettectwere established by this 

Commission in 1ts Decision No. 4387, dated June 12, 1917, 8ld 

are as toUows: 

RATES 

Flat Rates: 

BeSidences---~--------------------~-------$1.50 per mo. 
Hotels--------------~-~-~-~--------------~.3.00 ~er mo. 
Cheese Faetory---------------------------- 2.50 per mo. 

Meter Rates: 
Monthly m1n~um tor residences and . 

domestic use----------------------------$1.25 per ~. 
Monthly m1~um tor all other use---------.l.50 per mo. 
First 2,000 cubic teet------------------- 0.15 per 100 cu.tt. 
Next 8,000 cub1c teet------------------- 0.10 per 100, ¢~tt. 
Over 10,000 cubic teet------------------ 0.,05 :per 100 cu.tt. 

At the hearing Mr. CurtiS te3titied that the ~tes $3-

tablished by the Commission in, the above mentioned decision did 

not provide tor irrigation end other se=v1ce to domestic user8, 

or tor the va~1ous olasses or service required tor a number ot new 
commercial enterpr1so~ that have looe.te.d in Salida s1nce the ::'ates 

were estaol1shed. The Commies ion is asked to establish rates that 

Will ap,ply to existing conditions. 
Applicant presented no appraisement or state~ent ot 

revenues and expenses other than such data as have been tiled in 

his Annual Reports to ~e Commission. 
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GEE 'e 

D.lL Sarroun, one or the Coxmnission· s hydraulio 
-engineers, ~resented a re~ort setting forth an appraisement or 

the plant ~ased u~on the est1mated original cost as ot Nov~­

be~ 1, 1928, tosether with a study of revenues and operating 

expenses which is summarized below: 

Est:1.mated Original Cost or Plant-----------------$6,,055. 
Est~ted Future Operating Costs, including 

~1l8. Ann~l Depreciation based upon 5% 
sinking tund method---------------------------- g17. 

Revenues tor 1928 (Est~ated in p~t)------------ 1,200. 
Available tor Return----------------------------- 283. Net Return on Investment (Percentage)------------ 4.7% 

The evidence indicates that ~ adjustment ot existing 

rates is advisable at tb.1s time, primarily to more ec;,u1 tabl:r 

distribute the charges in accordance with the present'use ot 

water. The rate SChedule set out in the following order will 

provide sut~1e1ent revenue to cover maintenance and operation 

expenses, depreciation, ~d a reasonable return on the 1~estment, 

and also will remove present discrimination without materiall7 

altering the basic rate tor household and domestic service. In 

this connection, it is suggested that meters be installed on the 

larger consumers, eSl'ec1ally tor commercial and industrial uses, 

as measured service will provide a fairer and more accurate ' 

method 0: determining the ~roper charges tor the servioe ren-' 

de:red. 

ORDER - ...... ~ .... --
~.~. Curtis, ol'crating under the !ict1t1ous tir.m ~e 

and style or Salida Water Works, having :uade ap:p~ioation to this . 
Comm1ss1on as entitled above p a ~ubl1c hearing haVing been held 
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thereon, the matter having been submitted and the Commission 

being now tully advised in the 'premises. 

It is hereby- tOUlld as e. tact that the :rates and ol:larges 

ot J.l. Curtis tor water delivered to consumers, in so tar as the.r 

differ trom the rates herein established, are unjust and unreason-

able and the. t the :rates herein established are just and reasona."ole 

rates to be charged tor the service reDdered and, bas1ng its order 

upon the toregoing t1nd1ngs ot taot and upon the turther state- . 

ments ot tact oontained in the opinion Which precedes this order, 

IT ISEEREBY ORDERED by the Railroad Comm1ss10n ot the 

State ot Calitornia that ~.L. Curtis, o~rat1ng under the tioti-

tious tim :c.e.:me and style or Sal1da 71ater Works, l).e 8Jld he is 

hereby au~or1zed and directed to tile With this Commission, 

Wi thin thirty (SO) days trom tb.e date ot this order, the tollow-

ing SChedule ot rates to be oharged tor all service rendered sub-

se~uent to Dec~'ber 31, 1928: 

MO~'"I'EI.Y FlAT RATES 

l. Residences ot tive rooms or less, ocoupied 
by a s1ngle tam11y--~---~--~~--~------~---~-~-~~~~l.50 

For each additional tam!ly---------------------------,l.OO 
For each additional room----------------------------- 0.10 

2. Apartments, flat buildings or ~e$1dences, 
~hen oocupied by only one tamily-------------------$l.SO, 

When oeoup1ed by additional tamilies tor ' 
each additional tami1y-------------------------~--- 1.00 

Z. S;pr1nkl1ng or ix-riga t10n of laW'lls, sh.-u'bbery, , 
gardens, etc., payable every month in the 
year, up to 3,000 square feet, ;per 100 square 
teet ot surtace watered----------------------------$O.OZ 

Over 3,,000 sq'CAre teet, :per 100 square teet ot ' 
surface watered------------------------------------ 0.Ol5 

4. BlackSmith shop-----------------------~-------------- 1.50 
5. Pool halls~-----~~~~----~--~--~---~-~~~--~~----~~ 1.75 
6. Buber s.ho~s-........ ---.------. .... -----.-.. .... ------~---...... -----.. -- 2.00 7. Banks--------------------~------~---~~~-~----~-~~ 1.50 . \. ' s. Publi0 halls-~---~--~~--~----~----~~~~-~-~----- 1.50 9. Churehes~----~---~--~~-~~-~----~---~~-----~~-~- 1.50 10. Hotels~~~---~-~~-~---~-------~--~-~~~--------~--~ 3.00 

ll. Lumber yards------~~~~--~~-~----~--~~~~---~ 1.50 
12. Gareges---~-~-~--~-~~~---------~----------~-----~ 2.50 
13. Railroad Use - Station and Packing Rouses------------ 5.50 
l'~ Condensery (Standby Scrv1Qe) ----------~------- 3.00 



METER RA. 'l'ES 

Monthly Minimum Charges: 

sIs x 3l4~tnoh·service----------------------------------$1.SO 
314-1neh serv1oe--~-~------------~--------------~~,2.00 l-1noh serv1ee-~~------~~~~-~-~---------~---~--- 2.~O 
li-1noh serv1ce-~-~-----------------~--~~~--~~--- 3.50 
2-tneh serv1ce-----------------~---~-~------~--~ 5.00 
Eaoh ot the toregoing ~nthl7 Minimum Charge8~ 
'Will entitle the OOllS'UII1er to the quantity or 
water whieh that monthly m1ni:m:tlln el:large will 
purchase at the following ~onthly ~uant1t7 Bates. w 

Monthlx quantitx Rates: 

~om 0 to 000 cubic teet, ~er 100 oubic teet----------$0.25 
Next 900 eubic teet, ~er 100 cubic teet---------- 0.20 
Next 2,500 cubic teet, per 100 oub10 teet---------- O.lS 
All over 4,000 cubic teet, per 100 oubic teet---------- 0.12 

Any consumer is entitled to metered service 
upon applioat1on theretor and the utility may 
meter any and all service oonnections. 

IT IS :a:EREBY F'CRTEER ORDEBED that sa.1d :r .1.. Curt1a be 
and he is hereby directed to tile w1~ the Railroad Commission, 

with1n tlnrty (30) days from. the date of this order, rules and 

regulations to caver the distribution ot water to consumers, said 

rules and regulations to beoome etteot1ve upon tnei~ acceptance 

tor ti1~ by this Commission. 

For all other purposes, the efteotive date ot this or-

. Dated at San :Francisoo, Cal1tornie., this,_ ............ __ _ 

ot r441t · 1929. 

~ 
...... . 

. . 

.... , .j." _. 
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