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Decision No. QDYEO

Tn the Matter of tae Application of

GEORGZ MALAXIAN for certiflicate of

vublic convenience and necessity

to operate passenger, express, and Application
vaggege service between lerced,Calliforaia, ) No.1l5301
oand Merced TFalls, Californla.

..

C.X. ¢ Cray, for Applicant,

E. X. Lendram, for Yosemite Valley Railroad
Company, Protestant.

Robert S. Tlliott, for American Railway
Express Company, Protestant.

BY TEE CORMISSION -
QPINION

George Malekian has petitioned the Railroad Commiséion
ror on order decloring fhat public convenlence and necessity
reguire the overation by him of an automobile stage line as
o common cerrier, for compensation, of passengers, dagsage
and express between Merced and liorced Falls and interzediate
points.

A public hearing on this applicetion wac sonducted by
Syamirér Handford at lerced, the matter was duly submitted
and is now ready for édeclslion.

Applicant proposes tO charge rates in accordance with
emencod "Exhibit A" as Tiled with the Commission; to operate
on & schédule of one round 4rip delly between Lierced ana
ereed Talls, soxving the intermedlate comrunities at Edendale,
Topoton and Smelling; and using as eguipment one 12 rnassenger
Studebaker stage of 1928 mocel.

Ggorge Melekian, appliqant.herein, testified that ne
wes an experienced stage operator 1OV omployed as & driver.ror
the Californie Transit Co. between Los Banos and Merced; that
nis Merced terminal would be located at the Celiforala Translt

Co."s &epot; thet ke now ownod the equipment proposed to be




used and would put additionel schedules in operation 1f the
trarffic Justified suckh actiom. witness proposes %0 give +he
operation ais personal attention and aﬁticipatcs e profitable
business if the saw mill at Merced Talls is roopened dy the
present owners. |

Zenry Bonds, a resiﬁenx of Snelling, testificd that no
public franspértation now existed between Snelling and ilerced
vy which Tesidents of Snelling could go %o lprced and
transact business and return oz the same day; that he ROW uses
the railroad zorvice for the shipment of entomobile parts and
1s pover sure when seme may be expected; that ne would use tae
proposed service for his trips O Merced and also for the _
sransportation of Oxpross packages to nis gerage at Spelling;
and thet the ectablishment of the proposed sexvice would be
a convenicnce ead benefit to himsell and otvher reocidoeats of
his community. . '

Robert Tilliams, Pesiding at Merced Falls, testified that
srom 400 tO 500 persons were exployed ot the mill and box
factory at lMerced Falls, when same was operatizg, and approximate-
1y 400 edditionel in lumbering operations adjacent to such
community; axd thet the establishzment of the mroposed service
would be of benefit to the community and employees of the lumber
company. Similex testimony was given by four othor witnesses
iz behalf of epplicant. '

+itions signed by 100 residents of Smellinz and ilerced
Falis, and by 71 merchants and wuciness men of Merced exdorsing
the application were £iled herein.

The granting of the application is protested by imerican

Rellway Express Company and Yosemite Valloey Railrosd Companye.
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. L. Thite, genmeral menager of protestant Yosemite Valley
Railroad Company, preseated exhiblis showing schedules, rates
and Tineancial condition of ais compeny and testified thet tre
service and rates were adeguate vo meet the limited traffic
originating at Merced Falls and intermediate points for Lercel.
Witness nas interviewed recidents of the communities proposed vO
be served and from such investigation iz of the opinion that
no necessity exists for the service herein propoced.

Geo. R. Syges, chief operating officer of linarets and
Testern Rellwaey and Sugar Pine Lumber Company’s Rellvay, testi-
~ied that it was nmot the intemtion of his company, which hes
recently acquired the property of the Yosemite Lumber Compsny,
to operate the mill-at lerced Falls during the present season,
althougk logging crows will be worked In the woods and the logs
transported to a mill at Pinedale for milling._ﬁﬂtness was net

advised regexrding the prozpects for operation of the lerced Falls

mill in future years nor as to tae operations of the box factory

at sueh point.

w. J. Ferrel, a recident of Snelling, engeged in farming
‘and as roceiver for o large agriculturgl property there, testilfied
skat he knew of no complaint regarding the passonger or OxXpresl
service as now availadle for his community, nor of any zeced or
demand for the inauguration of the proposed stage servico.

2obert S. Tlliott, exployed as route ageat dy protestent
Americen Rellway Zxpreoss Compaly, testified that the service
aveilable by his company was emple for the needs of the comzunity
and tﬁ&t a material decre&se in the volume of dusiness tandled
ned Tollowed the closing of the Yosemite Lumber Company's xill
a%t Yerced Falls, as reflected by the following statemam t of

pusiness trancacted at tae lerced Tallc agency:




Year

1926
1927
1928

& comparison of the present service available by tize railroad

Shipments

Jandleld

5138
4582
1704

Revonue

5 6105.81
4592.74
1781.51

with thaet proposed by the spplicant is as follows:

NORTEBOUND

Y.7.R.R.Co.

Lercod 6:00 ielie
Zdendale 6:18 A..
Zopoton §:27 L.lX.
Snelling 6:33 A.X.
Verced TFells 6:50 AJM.

SCUTTBOUND

YT eReRalCO.

Mewced Falls 4:28 P.l.
Saelling 4340
Zopeton = 4:45

Edendele 4:53 ¥

Ar. Mercod 5:15
£ 3

(Loaving Merced)

6:00 P.M.
6:20 P.X.
6:30 P.K.
6:40 P.i.
7:00 P..

S
5:00 P.l.
5:15 P.ll.
5:30. P.i.

5:45 P..

(Loaving iferced Falls)

8:30 P.l.
8:50 P.li.
9:00 P.l.
9:10 P.X.
$:30 P.M.

Avplicent
8:30 AU,
8:45 A.il.
9:00 A.M.
9:15 A.M.
9245 Auil.

Note: (*) JFrom June Lst to Soptembor lst this train leaves
Merced Falls 11:38 A.il., exrriviag lerced 12:20 P.XM.

The one~way rates now existing on thelline of the Yosemite

Talley Reilroad cbmpany are approximately the same as are pro-

posed by applicant, as is showmn by the following comparison:

YaVaReRulOo
- One 7ey
euneen lerced
S Zéendele 70¢
Hopeton L.00
Snelling 1.15
Yerced TFalls 155

10 ride

comzutation

B 605
£a25
9.90

13.20

g

Applicent
Qne "'."faz

85¢
1.00
1.25
1.50.




Tho traffic handled by protesteant Yosemite TValley Rallroed Company
+o the primcipal points in the territory norein comsidered is reflected
by the following'tabulations:

YEARS
1927 1928
PassengerTs Revenue — Passengers zevenuc
carried carried

Yerced to Merced Falls 63 5102 .35 42 3 65,10
_ \erced Falls to Merced 236 383.35 118 186.00
Trom Merced to Smelling | 10 11.50 5  5.75
Frow Snelling to Merced S 635.70 49’ 56435

4 vesolution sizned by five residents of Merced, members of The
Verced County Chamber of Commexce, endorsing the asdeguacy of the
sexvice of Yosenite Valloy Railroad Company and urging the denial
of the requested certificate was filed as an ¢xhibit herein.

" swom the record in tais matter it appears that the commuzity of
vercod Falls iz largely depondent on the operations of the Yosemite
Tumber Compeny, such community being the headquerters ror its logsing
operations and the site of 41ts saw mill and box racﬁory. The saw
mill has veen closed during the 1928 season and epperently is 2ot
t0 bo operated duwring <he 1029 season. Due O the suspension of
this activity it does not appear that the volume of passenger. and
express traffic offering betweon Mérced and lerced Tells and
snsormediate points 1= sufficient 0 justify ﬁPﬁ establ;shment of the
proposed stage line, even though some convenience would ve afforded
the limitod mumbder of people wko have tostified that they would use
+he sorvice, if authorized.

e racord saowe & stege line was rormerly operated over tiis
route by Chﬁigt Stavros and Nick Stavrog, operating under the
r{otitious name of Merced Falls tage Line, and mzthorized by thals
Commission’; Decisions Nos.5417 and 6124 or Application No.3633, as
decided May 24, 1918, ond February 13, 1910. This stage line
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discontinued service by reason of the lessening of activities

oL Ybsemite Iuxber Compeny at liorced Falls resulting in the

inability of the operators to continue tae service and upon roguest

of Stavros Brothers tae Commission by itz Decision No.;assa, dated
CApril 2, 1928, canceled and revoked the operative right. No evidence

has been preseﬁted herein which would justity the’conclusion taat

conditions have changed or that the oporation could be remewed by

the mresent applicant and ve continued for any appreciadle time,

due to tae very limited trafrfic available. |

The application will be denied.

g R D E R

A pudblic heaxring having been aeld on the above entitled
anpl;cation, the matter having been duly suwbmitted and the
Commission beling now fully advised,

THE RATLROAD COLRIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA heredy
declares that public convenienco and necessity do not regquire
the operation by George Melakian of an automobile stage line as a
common carriecr of passéngers and express percels hetween Merced
and lerced Fells and intermediate points, and
| IT IS TERCEY ORDERED that this application be and the soanme
neredby is denied.

&

Dated at San Francisco,Califormis, this 2 day of

February,l929. ' %
__J
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