Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORKIA.

In the Matter of the Application of
PACIFIC GAS AND EIECTRIC COMPAXY, a
corporation, for an order of the
Rellroad Commission of the State of
Californla grenting to applicant a
coxtificate, unler Section S0 of the
Public Ttilitlies Act, declaring that
the present and futwre public cozn-
venlence and necessity require the
conatruction of the power plants and
projects mentiored herein, including
Dower houses, dams and reservoirs, and
the use of all lands and water rights which
may be used or wseful in coarnecetiorn there-
with; an€ require the construction of the
transmission lines descerided in this
petition.

Application No.lS5042
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c.. P. Cutlen and W. B. Bosley, for Applicant.

Jokn Selby, of Corbdet and Seldy, for
Colorado Power Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINIOXN

In this proceeding Pacific Gas and Electric Company,
'a. corporation, has made application to the Railroad Commission
for ax order granting it permission to construct, operate axzfll
maintain certain power projects on the North Fork of the lMokelumne
River and Lts tridutaries in Amador ond Calaveras Couwnties and
declaring that public convenience and necessity now require the

construction, by applicant, of such projects and the wse by it




of all laonds and water rights and the exercise dy 1t o2 a.ll

Permits, casements and franchises which may be used or wuseful
in connection with said projects and the construction and use
by it of certain trexnsmission line facilities in Amsdor,
Calaveras, Sen Joaquin and Llameda Counties.

Public hearings were held before Examiner .Ge.nnon on
November 13, 1928 and Jamuwary 14, 1929, %the matter being sud-
mitted for decision on the latter date. AL fb.e Lirzst hearing
Colorado Power Compaxy, & non-pudlic wtility company, opposed
the granting of the application but withirew its profest at the
latter heaxing, having tranafermed certain riparian land and
water rights to the City of Lodl, which desires to take a zeutral
position in this matter.

I% appears that Pacific Gas and Eleé.tric Compang plexs
to construct Lour hydro-electric plants, including dams, agueducts
and reservoirs appurterant thereto, on the North Fork of thov
Mokelumze River in Amador and Calaveras Comnties, 2nd to reduild
its preszent Electra power plant. The capacity of the entire
development will aggregate approximately 134,000 kilowatts..
Tlectric cnergy semerated at these plants will de carried over
a 220,000 volt transmicssion line %o the company's Newark Sub-
station in Alameda County. Said transmissfion lime will xun
gexerally in a southwesterly direction paszsing through Amador,
Colaveras, San Joaguin and Alameda Counties. '

Wetness for applicant testiffed that the estim-
ated coct of the entire hydro-electric development, including
transmission facilities, 1s $36,000,000. It appearz that
the cost of power at Newark Lrom this project, making due




ellowance for the cost of supplemental steam power necessary

to meet system load factor conditions and to provide Zor low
stream flow conditions in abnormal water years, is substantially
the same as that from an equivalent steam plant in the Saxn

fraacizco Bay reglon. It also appears thoet applicant neels

nore power In the southernm part of its system and that the pro-
posed hydro-elect:ic project would not oxly make this econonic-
ally possible, dul would also effect the full economic develop-
ment of the present Electra plant, one of the oléest plants on
applicant’s system and now quite inefficlent.

) Applicant’s construction program provides for thmee
stages of development. The Lirst stage 1s estimated to be
completed by July 1, 1931. TFigures submitted by applicant
show vhat 1ts present anmmal output is 3,089, 000,000 kilowatt
bours and thet by 19%L, when the Lirst step is completed, the
anticipated load will be 3,258,000,000 kilowatt hours, that dy
1932, when the second step Iz completed the anticipated load
- requirements will de %,503,000,000 kilowatt hours and that by
1934, when the final zitage is constructed, the load demands
will de 4£,047,000,000 kilowatt hours as compared to an estinm-
ated annual outrut of approximately 4.008,000,000 kilowatt hours.
It 1s apparent from applicant's figures, which appear reasonsble,
thet the load demands upon its system will be sufficlent ‘!:o
substantially absorb the output of this hydro-electric project
a3z 1t becomes availadle.

We have ca.remily considered the evidence In this
proceeding and are of the opinfon that there 1s a pudlic need
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Lfor thiz d.evelopmen‘t' and that applicant showld proceed with its

proposed project.

CRDER

Pacific Gas and Electric Company having applied for a
cexrtvificate of public convenience and neceszsity to construct 2
certo.in, power project, conzisting of certain hydro-eleciric
plants on the NMokelwme River, together with necessary dams,
reservoirs and tranamission facilitlies, public hearings ha.ving
been held and the matter submitted and bdeing ready for decision,

The Commission heredy certifies and declares that the
predent and future pudblic counvenience and necessity req.uii-e and

will require the comstruction and operation of that cortain

hydro-electric project and transmiasion system more particularly

described In the application herein.
The authorilty herelin granted shall decome effective

on the date hereoZ.
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this 534 %/ day

of _%&%« 1929.

Commissioners.




