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BZFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALTIFORNIA

In the metiter of the Applicetion of
the CITY OF GLENDALE, e municinzl
corporation, for vemission to in~-
stall a grade crossing over the
tracks of the Pacific Electric
Rallway Company at Gerdena Lvenue.

Application No. 14804,

; _ N

Y. Turney *oz, City Lttorney, and Mr. Bernoard
Srennen, Assistont City Attorney, for the
City of Glendale.

Frank Xerw, Chief Counsel, for Pacific Electric~
‘Rellwey Company, Protestant.

John R. Berrymen, Jr., Secretary, for Los

Angeles County Grode Crossing Committee,
Protestant.

SELVEY, CQULISSIONTR:
OPINION

In this spplication %he City of Glendale sceks permise—
sion to comstruct Gardena Avenue g% grade Acros; Pacific Elect:ic
Railway Compeny's Los Angeles-Glendale~Burbank Line. At the hoar=
ing had in this ‘matter om Janvary 30th, 1929 applicant requested
rermission to modify its annlication to the extent of seeking = |
temporary grade crossing rather then & permanent one, 2s sougat in
the original application. The other interested parties were agree- |
~able %o this chenge and the request wes granted. ,

Thile this sgpplication has been called for hearing e
nuber of times, in comnection with Cases Nos. 2124 end 217L, the
showing by applicant was presented at the hearing had on Jenuaxy
30%h, 192%. It was stipulated at this hearing that therrécofds -
edduced at rofmér proceedings lavolving this crOSSing be considered
in evidence in this proceeding, in so far as relevant, 1ncluding;fhe,
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files in.Apblic tions Nos. 8384, 10778 end 11136; also, Decision
I,Vo. 17330, dated Septembe* 10%h, 1926, in Caseo Nos. 2124 ond 2171,
wnerczn, enong other things, a seperation of grades between

Glendale-Brgnd Botlevard and Southern Peclific Company’s tracks is

-

ordered.

By Decision No. 11526, dated Janmuaxy 18th, 1923, in
Application No. 8384, the City of Glendale was gremted authority
to comstruct Gerdena ivenue at grede across Pacific Eléctric

Rellwey Cozpeny's tracks Zor e period of two years. Ax-the‘expif-

etion of this tﬁme, the ¢rossing was abdolished by'Paciric Eléctric

Rellway Compeny.

By Decision No. 14765, dated April 10th, 1925, in Appli-
cation.No.'lO§78, the Cormission denied the City's spplication ror'
a grede cxrossing at this location. '

By Decision No. 15910, dated January 29th, 1926, in
Applicavion Né, 11136, the City was authorized to ¢construct this
crossing as 2 means of handling Brand Boulevard traffic during th&
tine 2 grade ceparation wes being efteéted beiween Glendsle-Brand
Bouwlevaerd ond Southern Pacific Company's tracks in the City ot
Glendale, as ordered in said Decision No. 17330.

In support of the g‘antin@ of this application, zppli-
cant urged'that the proposed crossing would tend to relieve conw
gestion at the intersection of Brend Boulevard and San Fernando
Roed, in the City of Glendale, aud also that it would afford =

re direct znd convenient route, for northbound traffic on Brend _
Boulevard, in reaching the Southern Pzcific Station 4in Glendalé and
the industries located to the north of Southern Paéiric Compeny’s
trecks and west of Brand Bouleverd. ' '

Tith respect to relieving congestion 2t the intersection
0f San Fernando Road and Brand Bouleverd, it gppears that the pro-
D0sed crossing would attréct ali or the greate; pexrt o the norsth~-
bouwad traffic on Srand Bouwleverd desiring to reasch the Southern
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Paclific Station and industries in that general Locality and to\thié
extent decrease the volume of traffic at the intersection of Scn
Fernendo Road eond Rrend Boulevard. The emount ,c':r this traffic,
however, appesrs to be cbmparatively'small,' The record shbws that
the Gardens ¢rossing carried e faixly largé volume of tratfic dui-
ing the tine it was opemed, but it is apparent thet this was due,
lergely, to the fact that San Fernando,Road at thet time. was not
aved as et present. - |

Some testimony was introduced to show that in order to
avoid the congesfion at Sen Fernendo Road amd Brand Boulevard, scme
through traffic northbound om Brend Bculevard,'desiring_to continue
north on Centrel Avenue, would elect 1o use the Gardene crossing
and cross Sen Fernando Road ot Bulalia Avenue. It appears that the
volume oF such‘through treffic would be‘combarativoly small, &3 no
distance would be saved dy crossing the trocks at Gardena Avenue
ror would the cfossing of Pacific Electric Reilway Compeny's tracks
or San Fernando Road de eliminated Dy this couzse. . It is apperent
that the crossing of the tracks et Gardena Aygnue would be more
hazardous then would be the case at San Fernando Roed and the large
volume of traffic on Sen Fernando Roed would tend 10 make 2 Orosc-
ing 2t Bulelia Avenue as 4ifficult as it would be at Brand Boule~-
vard or more so, &s at the latter locgtion all traffic entefing the

intersection 1s required to make a boulevard stop, wherees, ot Pulalie

Avenue, there eppears %0 bde no special regulation or the San Fermendo

treffic.

It is apparent that if a grede crossing wero esteblished
a2t Gardena Avenue, as proposed herein, such a2 crossing would hdve
en effect ox the item of property demage when the grades are sep-
arzted between Southern Pacific Compeny's trecks and Glendele-Brand
Boulevard, as ofdered‘in said Decision ﬁo. 17330. It 1s also dppar-
ent thet 1t would Dde impracticéble %o contizue the 6peration of o
grede crossing at Gardena Avenue when this grade separation is

effected.
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The record shows that the proposed grade crossing would
" be & rether hazdrdous one, due to the fact that there are nearly

Two hundred treain movements over this crossing daily. Many of
these treias would travel at the maximun allowed speed at thisv
polint. The Lact that there is an important highwaylarte:y on each
side of the track would elso add to the hazerd st the proposed |
erossing. It does appear, hoyever, that & grade orossing et éar-
denz Ayenue; to ccocommodate traffic on Branmd Boulevard during the
construction of the grade separation referred'to gbove, would serve’
consideradble public convenience. ,

Af%er fully comxsidering the evidence adduced in tﬁis
metter, 41t appyears thet the comparstively slight public benerits thet
would result from the grenting of this spplication do not equel the
hezard that wowld be incident to the construction of the crossing,
except That it should be autﬁorized %0 accommodate traffic, pendimg
the time of actual construction of the grade separation referred +o

above, and the following order will so provides

City of Glendale, heving applied to the Commission fox
permission to comstruct a temporary crossing at grade over the

tracks of the Pacific Zlectric Rallway Compeny a2t Gardena Avenue,

City of Glendale, County of Los Angeles, a public hearing having

deen held, the matter having7been'subm1tted and now ready rbr
dedision, therefore, .

TT TS HERESY ORDESED that the City of Glendele be snd it
1s hercby suthorized o construct Gerdena iAvexnue at grade aoross
Pac;ric Electric Railwey Company's :racks,'as applied fLor herein and.
as showzn on Appliceant's Exhidit I acccmpénying the application,
for & temporary period, %o eccomodate traffic during the actual
construction of the grade separation; as ordered in said Decision
No. 17330, said ﬁroésing to be comstructed subject to the.rbllow-
ing conditions:
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(1) The entire expense of constructing the ¢rossing
shall be bérﬁe by appiicant. The cost of maintenance or‘said eros3-
12g up o lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shell be i
borne by appylicant. -Tﬁe maintenance of thet portion of thé Cross-
ing between lines two (2) feet outside of the oﬁxside rails shali-
be borne by Pecific Zlectric Reilwey Compamy. No porticm of the
cost herein assessed to applicant for the construction or mainten- 
ence of sgid crossing shell be assessed by appliéanf, in any mepmer
whatsoever, To the operative property of Pacific Zlectric Bailway
Compeny. | |

(2) The crossing shall be constructed of o width of
appxoxxmatél& séventy (70) Teet and at an angle &3 shown or the
map, merxed Exhibit "Aﬁ, éttache& %0 the applicetion, shall Dve
constructed éubstantiaily i# accordance with Standard No. 2} es
specified in Genmeral Order No. 72 of this Commission, shell be
protected by a.suitedle crossing sign énd shall in every wey be
made safe Lor the passage thereon of vehlceles and other road frar:io;

(3} The crossing shall he protected by an automatic fleg=-
men. The éﬁéomﬁtic Tlagnan now instelled at thls erossing may'be“”
Put in opération. Any expense connected with the re-installetion

of thic protective device, together with the meintenance of seid

eutomatic flagmen, shall de dorne dy Pacific Elecizic Reilway Con-

peny. ,

(4) The crossing shall not be opened until actual work
hes commenéeé oﬁ the construction of sald grade separation between
Southem Pacific tracks cnd Glendale—B;and Boulevard. |

- (5) Sald teuporary crossing shéii »e sbolished &t such
tiné es the construction of the saidfseparation bPetween Glendale-
Brand 3oulevard and Southern Pecific Compeny's tracks shell have
been completed or when the work has progressed to such & point

“hat the continuance of such crossing will interfere with the com~-

struction of this grade separation.
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(67 Applicant shell sdvise tnis Cormission when the
cTossing is comstructed snd elso when it has been abolished. ,

IT IS HZRESY FURTHER ORDERED that the applicetion of the
City of Glendale for a temporary crousing over Paciric ect*ic
Rellwey Company's trocks at Gardens Ayenue, other then 1s euthor-
ized aereinabove, be and the zame is hereby denied.

The Commission reserves the rieht-to mekxe such further
oxders, reiative %0 the location, construction,‘operation,‘main-
tenznce and protection of said Crossing, as Y0 it moy seem right
and proper and'to revoke 1ts permission 1f, Im its Judgment, the
pudblic convenience end necessity demand such cetion.

The foregoing opinion and order are heredy approved end
ordered filed as the oninion and order of the Pailroad Commiszsion
oL the State of California.

For 2ll other purposes the effective date of this order
shell be twenty (20) days from the date hereof. :

‘ ated at San chisco California, this 7/ day
of 5"' 2 st e , 1929. |

Wl

Co ssioners.




