
Dec1s1on No. _____ ·)_,_}~(;_1_· _~ ____ _ 

BEFOBE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CAUFOR1"IA.. 

} 
In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
CITY OF SOU'l'H PAS.ADE.i.~.A., a municipal ) 
corporation, tor an order authoriz~ } Application No. 15l75. 
construction ot crossing ot street ) 
railroad by ~ublio street. ) 

} 

H.E. Vedder, City Attorney, tor Applioant. 
Fro:c.k Karr, tor Pacitic Ele.ctric RaUway 

Company, Interested Party. 
JO!ul R. Berryme.:l., r 0::- Los ~geles Cou.:::.ty 

Gr~dG Crossing Committee. 

BY T?~ COMMISSION: 

OPINION ----------
The City ot South Pasadena has petitioned the Ra1lroad 

Commission tor an order authorizing the con~truction ot the north 

portion or Huntington Drive acrO$S the right-of-way and tracks o~ 

Pac1tic Electric Railway Company in the City or South Pasadena, 

County ot !.os Angeles. 
A public hearing o~ this application w~s held by Ex-

~iner Gannon at South Pasadena on February 20, 1929, at which 

t1me the matter was submitted. 
Fair Oaks Avenue, extending in a ~orth and south direc-

tion, consists of two thirty (30) toot dr1vew~y~ separated by 

Pacitic Electric Railway CompaDY's right-ot-way, sixty (60) teet 

in width, upon which is const~ucted a double track line. 

Hunting'ton Drive, extendinG in an east and. west direc-

t1on, likewise cons1sts o~ two roadways each thirty (30) teet in 
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widt~ on e1ther side ot Pacific Electr1c Railway Company's 60-toot 

right-of-way, upon wbich is constructed four tracks of said companr. 

The Pacific Electric Railway Co:pany's tracks on Fair 

Oaks Avenue are connected by a wye to their tracks on Huntinst~n 

Drive near the intersection of said streets at a po1nt which is 

known as Oneonta Park Junction. 

Spruce Street, which is parallel to Huntington Drive and 

ap,xoximately three-hundred titty (350) teet north or the ~roposed 

crossing, is constructed across the tracks or the Pacific Electric 

Railway Company which are located in Fair Oaks Avenue. 

In the vicinity or Oneonta Park ]unction the south road-

way or liunt1ngton Drive, accommodeting traffic in both directions, 

is a through-roadway and is not intersected by the tracks ot the 

Pacific Electric R~ilw1J.Y Com~y, while the :c.ortb. roadway ot, said 

street, accommodating traffic in both directions, i8 ~ot constructed 

across said wye tracks, thereby necess1tating through-trart10 on 

said north roadway to ~etour north o~ Fair Oaks ~venue to the cross-

ing at Spruce Street. The construction ot the proposed crossing 

would el~ate this detour tor th=ough-trattio. 

The west and east roadways or Fa1r Oaks Avenue are used 

for southbound and northbound t=aft1c, respectively, as far south 

as Spruce Street and the ~ecord shows that, it the proposed cross-

ing is con$t~cted, these l1m1tations will be ~dc e!tective as 

tar south as ~he proposed crossing. 

The record shows that Huntington Drive is a part 0 t the 

me.jor highway system ot South Pasadena a:cd connects with the I:lajor 

highway system ot Los Anseles serving the entire eastern portion 

or the County of Los A=geles and 1s the direct route trom the City 

ot Los ~geles to the Cities or South Pasadena, Pasadena, Sierra 

Madre, ~cadia, 1!onrovia, Azusa, Glendo::-e., parts 01' san Gabriel, 
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A J b amen and su=ro undoing t errl to l"Y • 

!t was also shown that rro~ 5,000 to 10,000 ~ehicles will 

use the ~roposed crossing it constructed, which tratfic is now re-

quired to use said Spruce St=eot c:-oss1ng. The vlews at t he pro-

posed crossing w:l.ll be tairly clear with the exception or the v1ew 

rro~ the southeast corner which will 'be =omewhat obscured by the 

Oneonta Station ~d tower building. The app:-oach grades of said 

crossi~ will not be in excess ot rive (5) ~er cent. The railroad 

tratfic over the p:-oposed c:-ossing consists ot l2~ trains daily, 

except S~day, and ll7 trains on Sund~y, at speed or about ten 

miles per hour. 

Representat1vesct the Pac1ric Electr1c Railwey Company 

and. t he Los Angeles County Grade C:ro~s1ns Committee stated. that 

they had no objection to the granting ot this application provided 

the Spruce Street crossing was closed. 

!t Spruce Street cross1ng were to be. closed, the traftic 

now crossing the railroad at this point could use either the pro-

posed crossing which will be located ap~rox1mately 350 teet south 

or the Oak Street crossing loeated approximately 800 teet north. 

T.c.e record shows that n1nety (90) per cent o~ the traffic now using 

Spruce Street is through-traffic an~ will use the ~o~osed cross-

ing it authorized and oonstruoted. Local traffic now using the 

Spruce Street crossing will be slightly inconvenienced by the 

olosing thereot but the establishment or the p=oposed cross1ng w1ll 

be a great benerlt and convenience to the greater part ot the 

tr~rr10. ~~rengo Avenue, approximately 1,000 teet east, ~nd Fre-

mont Street, approximately 600 teet west, are parallel to Fair 

Oaks Avenue and it is our opinion that these two street~together 

with the proposed cross1~will adequately serve the needs ot the 

local traveling public. The evidence further shows that the Spruce 
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Street crossing is in poor oondit1on and may be considered a 

hazardous oross1ng. 

After due oonsideration or all the facts presented 

here1n, we conclude that the establishment 01' the proposed oross-

ing will serve a large number ot people; the t the oros.sing will 

not be a particularly hazardous one; that the needs ot the travel-

ing public will be better served by the establishment or the pro-
posed crossing and that publio oonvenieno~ and necessity just1fy 

the granting 01' this application. 

o R D E R 
---~---. 

A public hearing hev1ng been held on the above entitled 

applicat~on, the matter having been duly submitted, the Commission 

being tully adv1sed and basing its order on the conolusions as set 

torth 1n the opinion which preoedes this Order, 

It 1s hereby found. as a taot that publio convenienoe and 

necess1ty justity the granting 01' this applioation, and 

IT IS REREBY OBDEBED the. t :permission and authority 'be 

and it is hereby granted to the Ci ty 01' South Pasadena, Co't.II:.ty ot 

los Angeles, State of California, to oonstruct the north roadway 

01' Huntington Drive at grade aoross the tracks 01' Pacitic Electrio 

Railway Company at the looation particularly described and as 

shown 'by the map and desoription (~b1'b1 ts 1:.., B·t and C) attached 

~o the a~p11oation. 
The above crossi:c.g shall be 1dentit1ed as Cross1ng 

No. 6J?-8.34. 
Said crossing shall be eonstructed subject to the tollow-

ing conditions and not otherwise: 
(1) The entire expense or oonstructing the crossing 

shall be borne by applicant. The cost of n:.e.1ntenance or tl::o se 

portions ot sa1d cross1ng outside ot l1nes two (2} teet outside ot 



the outside ra1ls Shall be borne by applicant. The ma1ntenance or 

those port1ons ot the crossing betwe"en ~1nes two (::n :eet ou.tside 
~ 

ot the outside :rails shell be borne by Pacific Electrio Railway 

Company. 

(2) The crossing shell be constructed 1n accordance with 

tho plan (Exhibit A) attached to the application and with grades or 
" " . " 

approach not greater than rive (51 per cent; shell be construoted 
~ 

substantially 1n accordence w1 th Ste.ndard No. 3 or Standard No.4, 

as specified in General Order No. "72 ot this Commission; and shall 

in every way be made suitable tor the passage thereon or vehioles 
and other road tratfic. 

(3) A St~dard No. 4 wig-wag, as specified ~ General 
Order No. 75, 0: this Cacmission, shall be installed and maintained 

tor tne protection or said Cross1ng No. 6P-S.34. The cOst or 1n-

stallation shall be borne by applicant. The cost ot maintenance 

shall be borne by Pacific Electric Railway Com.pany. 

(4) Prior to the beginning ot aotual construot10n on 

the crossing herein authorized, applicant Shell tile with this Com-

mission a cert1t1ed copy ot t~e appropr1ate ord1nanc~~or resolution 
• < • 

duly-and regularly passed, instituting all necessary steps to legally 

abandon end ettect1 vely close the eXisting pu"b11c crossing ot Sp:ruce 

street, Crossing No. 6P-8.41, looated approximately three hundred 

and fifty (3501 teet north or the crossing here1n authorized. upon 
. " 

oompletion or the crossing herein authorized, and ~rior to its being 

opened to public use, the existing public crossing mentioned above 

shell be legally abandoned and effectively closed to public use. 

(5) Applicant shall, within thi~ (30) days thereafter, 

notify this Comm1ssion, in writing, or the completion ot the in-

stallation ot said crossing. 

(6) It sa1d crossing shall not have been 1nsta.J.led w1th-
. " 

in one year r.r~ tne date ot this order, the authorization ~ere1n 

granted shall then lapse and become VOid, unless turther t~e is 

gran ted by subseq uen t order. 
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(7j The Co~ss1on reserves the right to make suoh 

turther orders relative to the location, construotion, operation, 

maintene.noe end protection or said orossing as to it may seem 

r1ght and ,roper and to revoke its permission, 1t, in its judg-

ment, the public convenience and neeessity demand such action. 

The erreotive date 0: this Order shall be twenty (20) 

days fro~ and ~tter the date he~eor. 

Dated at San Francisco, Ca11tor:c.1a, this Ez,.~·-
day or ~d.r , 1929. 
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