Decision No. % ﬂ 8 ,: i
BEFORE TEZ RAILROALD COMMISSICN OF TEE STATE OF CALITORNIA.

In the Metter of the spplicetion
of TEX MERQUIN TELEFPIONE AND

ZLECTRIC LIGET COMPANY, & corp.,
Tor permission to increase rates.

Loyplicetion No. 1530S.

PR N WP el WL L

E. X. Landram, for' ipplicant.
J. J. Deuel, for Celiforniz Ferm
Sureau Federation, :

BY TEE COMMISSION:
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In this application Tre Merquin Telephone and Elec~
tric Light‘Company, & corporation, Lereinafter sometimes re-
Terred to &s the applicent, requests the Rallroed Commission to
meke 1ts order authorizing en increase in its retes for tele-
paone service at Stevinson, lMerced Couvnty, Celifornie.

- A public hearing was held in this metter before Exem-
iner Sattermhite, et Turlock, om Merch 6, 1528,

Applicant renders exchange telephone service to some
forty-two telephone stations in Stevinson, Califoraile, and
viecinity, by means of e central office located in Stevinson. In
addition to unlimfited switching betweez telephone stations in
the Stevinson eres, vpatrons of the Cozpany are provided with un-
limited switching privileges with the Turlock Exchange éubscrib—
ers of The Pacific Telephome eand Telegraph Compeany without extre
charge. Jippvlicant proposes to incresse the present retes of
$2.00 per month per station for residence telephone service and

$2.50 per monthr per station for dusiness telephonme service to

$2.75 and $3.50, respectively.
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Applicant submitted & statement of i1ts operations show-
ing that, during the year 1528, a deficit of $242.58 was incurred.
No appraisal ol 1ts telephbone propertiec was éubmiﬁted by the
Coxpany, but the statement was made that the originel cozt of the
installetion of said system wes the sum of $3,000.00. The evidence
presented skhows thaet, under the presont rates, during the year
eaxding December 31, 1929, a deficit of £367.00 is vo be expected,
and further that, under the company'c proposed retes, the bare
operating expenses, Including deprecietion azd texes, will scarcely
be earned. Iz fact the net operating income for the year even

wder these increased rates ic estimated ot only $4.00. Iz view

of this situation, it cppears unnecessary for the'Commission to

maXe any {inding of velue for the purpese of this vroceeding.

Some obJections to o= increase in rates for telephone
service were made DY subsceribers presext at the hearing. IV was
the opinlon of certaln subsceriders who were heard that no increase
in retes should be granted unless the sexvice rexdered at applicent's
switehbosrd was improved snd tweaty-four hour service instituted.
It appears from the testimony that it would be impracticable for
epplicant to render twenty-four hour contilauous service under the
existing conditions and thet, in fact, continuation of the present
service could no%t Yo expected for any length of time under the
present rates.

Applicant asked at the hearing thet the spplication be
amended to permit the Liling of a rate for desk set telephone
service, rules snd reguletions governing telephone service, and

a map of the territory sexrved by its Stevinson centrsl office which

would exclude any portion of contiguous exchange areas, maps of which

have glrecdy been filed with the Reilroad Coxmission by other

utilities.




The Merquin Telephone and ZElectric Light Company
having epplied to the Railroad Comxission :or'permission to in-

. crease its rates for telephone service in its exchenge at Stev-
inson, Celifornie, & public hearing heving been held, the metter
having been submitted and being now ready for decis;on;

The Railroed Commission of the State of Californias
2eredby f£inds es a fTact thet the retes now chearged by applicant
are unjust and unreasonadle and that the petition in this proceed-
ing should be granted. Basing its order on the foregoing find-
ings of fact, and on other findings end statements of fact c¢con-
tained in the opinion which precedes this order,

IT IS HERSBY ORDEFED that The Mercuin Telephone and
Electric Light Company shell:

l. Cherge and collect »rates for exchange telephone

service in the Stevinson Zxchange es set forth in Exhibit "A,"

atteched hereto =nd mede a pert hereof, for service rendered on

end after _Y a vy first , 1929,

2. Sudmit for filing with the Reilroed Commisslon on

or btefore _i'p r 1 1 20, 1929, = schedule,of rates for exchange

telephone service as set fortk in Exhidit "A"™ attached hereto.
Jo Sudbmit for filing with the Réiiroad Comzission on

or vefore £ p =4 1 20 , 1929, & map showing the exchange area

boundary of Stevinson Ixchenge described as follows:

Beginning at the confluence of the lerced end
San Joaquin Rivers, thence in a northerly end easter-
1y direction elong the principel course of the Merced
River to the point of intersection in Sec. 30 T. 6 S.
R. 11 E., with & line parallel to and S00 feet east of
the westerly boundary of sald Section 30; thence in &
southerly direction alorng a line perallel to and 500
Teet east of the westerly boundary of R. 1l E., to
the first point of intersection with Bear Creek, in
Sec. 6, T. 8 S., R. 1l E.; thence in & aorthwesterly
direction along Beer Creex to the point of intersecction
with the northerly houndery of T. 8 S, thence in &
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westerly direction along the northerly boundary orf
T. 8 S., to the point of intersectiorn with the Sen
Joeaguin River; thence 1n & westerly and northerly
direction along the principel course of the Sen Joa~
cuin River to the point of beginning.

4e Submit for filirg with the Railroad Commission

on or before 4 p r 1 1 20, 1929, rules end regulations gov-

erning telephone sexrvice in the Stevinson Exchange.
S. Cancel all schedules of rates for service in the
Stevinson Excliange which are not included in Exhibit ™A™ atteched

hereto effective _) o v firsh » 192%.
For all other purposes the effective date of this or-

der shall be twenty (20) days froxm the dnte hereof.

. o~
Deved et Sen Freacisco, Celifornie, this ,20 day
/44% A ,» 19294
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Commissioners.







ZXCEANGE SERVICE SCHEDULE NQ. Ai-1

2ARTY LINE FLAT RATE SERVICE

SERVICE:
> Applicable to Perty-line rlgt rate exchange telephone

gexrvice in the Stevinson Exchange irea.

Rate ner Station mer Month
Business Service nesidence Service
Grade of Sexvice Desk set weall Set Desk set Wwell Set -

Party-Line A3,75 £3.50 $%,00 82,75

CONDITIONS:

(1) DParty-line service will be rendered within the IEx-
change Areas. In n0 c&se will the total number of stations con-
nected to one circuit exceed ten (10) stations.

(2) TUnder the ebove rates subscribers may receive un-
limited switéhing with all exchange stations in the Turlock Ex-

change of The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Compeny without
additional charge.




