
C) n {Jj <) ,.1 Dec1s1on' No. _t'_ .. _,_ .... ;.,.. _I....,....; __ ~_. 

BEFORE mE RAILROSD C01~!ON OF '!'BE STATE OF CALIFOIU"crA. 

) 
In the Matter ot the ~plicetion ) 
or mE UERQ.tJm TEI.EPB:O~,]; ..tU."'D ) 
EI.!CTRIC UGE:T COUP ~7, e. corp., ) App11ce.tion No. 15305. 
tor permission to increase rates. J 
--------------------------) 

E. K. Landrrun, tor· App11cant. 
J. J. Deuel, tor Celi~orn1a Fer.c 

Bureau Federation. 

BY TEE CO~SSIOR: 

OPINION -- .... -.-.. ..... -

In this application The Mer~in Telephone ~d Elec-

tr1c Light Company, a corporation, r..ereinatter somet1!:l.es re-

ferred to as the app11eant, requests the Railroad CommiSSion to 

make its order author1zing en increase in its rates tor tele-

phone service at Stevinso~, Merced County, Calitornia. 

A :public hearing was held in this :ce. tter betore Exam-

iner Satterwhite, at Turlock, on ~ch 6, 1929. 

Applicant renders exchenge telephone service to some 

to~ty-two telephone stations ~ Stevinson, Calitornia, and 

vic1nit.1, by means ot a central ott1ce located in SteVinson. In 
addition to ~l1m1ted switchi~ between telephone stat10ns in 

the Stevinson area, patrons or the Co~p~y are prov1ded ~1th un-

limited switch1ng privileges with the TUrlock Exehange subscrib-

ers or ':the Pac1tie Telephone end Telegraph Company Without extra 

charge. Applicant proposes to 1ncrease the present rates or 
$2.00 per month per station tor residence telephone servic~ and 

$2.50 per month per station tor business telephone service to 

$2.75 and $3.50, respectively. 
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~~p11~t su~tted ~ statement or it~ operations show-

ing that J during t:c.e. :rear 1928, a det'1e1 t or $24-2.58 was incurred.. 

No appra1s~ or 1ts telepho~e propert1e: was sub=1~ted by the 

Co~any, but the stCtt~ent -::as :::lade tha.t t~e orig1:l.al co:::t or 1;he 

1nste.lle.tio::l o~ Mid system "'''as the Su:t:l or ~3,OOO .00. The eV1den.ce 

presen. ted zho'1t3 the. t) u:lder the preso::l ~ rates, d.ur1ng the yee:r 

e~d1ng December Zl, 1929, a deticlt or ~so7.00 is ~o be expected, 

an~ turther that, under the conpany'::: ~ropose~ rates, the bare 

opernt1ng expenses, ~clu~g de?rec1at1o~ ~d taxes, will scarcely 

'be etU'Ilee.. ~ tact the ::let operating lIlco:::::.e '£or the year even 

'tmder t.b.ese increased. rates 1s estimated. e..t o:tl.y ¢4.00. I::l new 

or this s1tuatlo:l, 1t appears unne¢es~ tor the Commiss1on to 

ma..~e eny :rud.1ng o:t ve.lue tor the :purpo:le or this :p:rooeec.1.ng. 

SOme objectio:ls to ~ 1:lcrease in rates tor telephone 

service we::e mc.de 'by su'bsc:1. bars p:::-eSe:lt at the hear1:lg. It 'Was 

the op1n10~ or certa1::l subscribers ~~o were heard that no 1norease 

in rates ~oul~ be grante~ unless the service ren.dered at applicant's 

sW1tch'bo~~ was imDroved ~d twenty-tour hour service 1nsti~ted. 

It appears trom the test1::lo::tY' that it would 'be 1m~re.et1cable tor 

~~pl1eant to render twenty-tour nour cont~uous service under the 

ex1st~ conditions and that, in tact, CO::lt1n.uation or the present 

servioe could not bo expected tor o::r..y length ot t1m.e under the 

present rates... 

~pplicant asked at the he~1ng that the application be 

smended to ~e~t the t1l1::lg or a rate tor desk set telephone 

serviee, rules ~d regulation~ governing telephone service, ~d 

a r.ap or the terri tory served. by its Stev1n.son cantre.1 o~1¢e which 

would exclude e:trY' portion or contiguous exchange azoeas, maps ot which 

have alread.y been tiled. wi th the Re.Uroad. Cox:llll1ssio::r. 'by other 

utU1t1es. 



The Merquin Telephone and Electric llght Company 

having ap:p11ed to the Railroad Co::IU'll1ssion tor per:n1ss1on to in-

crease its r~tes tor te1ep~one service 1n its exchange at Stev-

insoll, Cali~orn1a, e pub11c heari~g having been held, the matter 

having been submitted and being now readr tor decision; 

The Ra1lroad Co~ss1on or the State o~ Calitornia 

~ereby tinds as a tact that the rates now charged by applicant 

are unjust and unreasonable ~d that the petition in this proceed-

ing should be granted. Basi~ its order on the toregoing find-

ings ot tact, end on other tindings end statements ot tact con-

tained in the op1nion which precedes this order, 
IT IS EEBEBY OBDEP.:E:!) the. t The Uerc;.u1n Telepho::l.e and 

Elect:r1c llght Company shall: 

l. Cherge and collect rates tor exchange telephone 

service in the SteVinson Exchange as set forth in EXhibit "A," 

attached hereto and made a part hereot, tor service rendered on 

aJld atter U g. Y t'l, rst , 1929. 

2. Sub:n1 t tor ti11:.g w1 tll the Railroad Commiss1on OIl 

or betore .\ ';p r 1 1 20, 1929, a schedule; .. ot_ rates tor exchange 
telepho::l.e service as set forth 1~~bit "A" attached hereto. 

3. Submit tor ti11ng ~~th the Railroad Co~ssion on 

or betore A ;p ';' 'i 1 20 _, 1929) e. map shoWing the exchange area 

boundary ot Stev1nso~ Exchange des~ribed 8$ tollows: 

Beg1nn.ing at the co:c.tluence ot the Merced end 
San Joa~in Rivers, thence in a ~o=therly end easter-
ly direction elong the principal course ot the Merced 
River to the point of intersection in Sec. 30 T. 5 S. 
R. 11 E., v:i. tb. e. line parallel to e:o.d 500 teet east ot 
the westerly boundary ot said Section 30; thence 1n e 
souther~· direction along a line parallel to and 500 
teet east of the westerly boundary ot R. II E., to 
the first point ot intersection With Bear Creek, in 
Sec. 6, T. 8 S., R. 11 E.; thence in a northwesterly 
direct10n along Bear Creek to the point ot intersection 
with the northerly boundary or T. 6 S, thence in a 
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westerly direction along the northerly boundary o~ 
T. 8 S., to the point or intersection W1 th the San 
Joe.q,u1n River; thence in e. westerly and northerly 
direction along the pr1ncipal course or the Se.n Joa-
~uin Elver to the point o~ beginning. 

4. Submit to~ tiling wi~ the Railroad Commission 

on or betore ~ ~ : 1 1 ?Q, 1929, rules and regulations gov-

erning telephone service in the St~V1nson Exchange. 

S. Cancel all schedules ot rates tor service in the 

SteVinson Exchange .. Which are not included in El'.b.1b1t "A" attached 

hereto etrective V a y first , 1929. 

For all other purposes the ettect1ve date ot this or-

der shall be twenty (20) days rro: the date hereor. 

Dateo. at San Fra:lc1sco, Cell!or:a1a, this t l' (/' 
At t:(;(. de , ~929. 

futw~ 

CO:lI!l1SSiOners. 
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ZXCH.ANGE SERVICE SCEEDUU NO. ':'-1 

PARTY UN"!: FLAT RATE SERVICE 

SERVICE: 

Applicable to Party-line tl~t rate exchange telephone 

service in the SteVinson Exc~ange Area. 

RATE: -
Rate ?er Station ~er Month 

Grade o~ Service 
Business Service Residenoe Service 

Desk set well Set Desk Set \~811 Set 

?artY'-I.1ne ~3.75 $3.50 $3.00 $2.75 

C01~I TrONS:. 

(1) Party-11ne service Will 'be renc.ered Wi thin the Ex-

change Area. In no cese will tne total n~ber ot stations con-
nected to one circuit exceed ten (lO) stations. 

(2) Und~= the above rates subscribers may receive un-

11mi ted sWitching Wi th all exchange stations in the Turlock Ex-

change of The Pacitic Telephone and Telegraph Co~peny without 
additional Charge. .. 

-6-


