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Decision No. .7 i

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMWISSION QF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SQUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an

order avthorizing constructiocn at
grade across certain public roeds,
streets and avenues, of its proposed
line of railroad from Bilola to Xerman,
ell in the County of Freszo, Stave

of Celifornia.

Application No. 15,280.

et e e T Qe Vel e e Nt W

Roy G. Eildebrand, for Applicant.
A. C. Shepard, for County of Fresno.

BY THE COMMISSION:

In this application, filed witkh the Commission on the

19th day of December, 1928, the Southern Pacific Company asks
vermission to comstruct at grade a line orf railroad frox Xerman
to Bilola, & distance of 6.06 miles, across tean public county
roads in the County of Fresno, State of California.

4 public hearing was held velore Examlper Satterwhite
in the City of Fresno on March 25, 1929, at which time the matterx
was subnitted.

Applican®t states in its application that the Interstate

Commerce Cormission by i1ts certificate and order in Finance Dooketl
No. 7083, &ated May 19, 1928, authorized construction of said

proposed line of railroad and that it has the right, in so Tar
as the County is concermed, to construct sald crossings across

public roads under the provisions of Subdivision S of Section
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465 of the Civil Code of the State of California.

Applicant presented evidence to chow that the pro-
posed line of railroad formed a connection vetween ILts West
Side Line and the Biola Branch and was plauned so that the West
Side freigbt treffic might be routed through the newly constructed
freight yard and icing dock north of the City of Fresno. It is
proposed to use the line for freight operation only, which nor-
mally consists of four treins & day except during the fruit
season,at which time this number is incressed to nine. The maxi-

mur speed of these trains over the proposed line will be approxi-

netely thirty-Ifive (35) miles per hour.

Witnesses for applicent testilied thet the nighwey
treffic on all the crossings, with the exceptioa of Whites Bridge
Avenue and Howard Avenue, was very light, that views at all the
crossings were practically unobstiructed and that, in their
opinion, grede separations were nol required at any of the pro-
posed crossings. Applicent proposes that the following types
of crossings and c¢rossing protection be installed:

Type of Type of
Name of Road Crossing Protection

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

sign.
wigwag.
sign.
sign.
sign.
sign.
sigxn.
sign.
sign.
wigwag.

Count of vehicular travel on Whites Bridge Avenue for

Kearny Avenue, No.
¥hites Bridge Avenue, No.
Belmont Avenue, No.
Sycamore Avenue, No.
Olive Lvenue, No.
McKinley Avenue, No.
Cliaton Avenue, No.
Shields Avenue, No.
Ashlend Avenue, No.
Howard Avenue, No.
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two days is as follows:
Sunday Monday
Marech 17, 1929 Merck 18, 1829

Automobiles, 490
Trucks, 105
Busses, 8
Motorcycles, -3
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Arthur C. Shepard, representing the Board of Super=
visors of the County of Fresno, stated that it wes thelr policy
to require grade separations atl a8ll new crossings of important
righways by lines of railroad. Ee further stated that Wanites
Bridge Avenue was a keavily travelled and importent highway which
would be crossed by the proposed line of railroad end sald cross-
ing should conseguently be at separated gredes. The County offered
10 objection to the remaining crossings being constructed at
grade.

C. P. Jemsen, County Zngineer, testified that Waites
Bridge Avenue was & paved highway and constituted a pert of tne
main highway elong the west side of the San Joeaguin River, con=-
necfing Tresno with Tracy end intermediate polnis; that importan?t
roads, connecting with communities west of Freszno, lead Into
said avenue; that 1t was used by traffic travelling to and from
the terriioxy along the coast via the 3ig and Little Ponoche
Creek roads and the state highway through the Pecheco Pass and
that the traffic, as indicated by the count subnitted dy Sou-
thern Pacific Company's witness, fairly represented winter con-
ditions But that during the fruil season the traffic was very'
much greater. Mr. Jexsen stated that ihe proposed crossing of
Whites Bridge Avenue should, ia zis opinion, be constructed ’
et separated grades. He was in agreement with the exdressed
policy of the county with regerd to the comstruction of grade
seﬁaratious at crossings of new lines of railfoad over important
nighways.

The County Eangineer prepered and presented as Exhibit

No. 15 a preliminary design for the construction of an underpass




carrying Wkites Zridge Aveaue under the tracks of the Southermn
Pacific Coxpany. In thls study Whites Bridge Averue 1s denressed
a sulficient depth Vo provide proper clearances with the railroad
vtk the elevetion of the tracks one Loot zbove the existing pave-
ment at the point of crossing. Iir. Jezsen estimeted this underpass

would cost approximetely Eigkty-five Thousand (85,000) Dollars.

Councsel for the Southerm Pacific Company stated it wes

the titude ol that company *t2atv a grede separation was not needed
&t the ¢rossing of‘Whites Bridge Aveznue and e was conseguently
0% prepared to offer any direct testimony with regard therevo.

Representetive of the County urged <that the proposed
crossirg ol Kearney avenue be protected by a wigwag. The evidence
shows tkhat there is an obstructed view in all dircetions at this
docation due to trees aleng both sides of the avemue and, further,
That the vravel 1s heavy during the surmer monfhs.

After & review of the evidence we comclude that, with
the exception of the ¢rossing of Thites Bridge avenue, authoriity
should be grented for the construction of the grede crossings as
requested. These crossings and the yrotection to bBe installed
should be of the Vype recoimended ty epplicant, except thet &

Stondard No. 3 wigwag should be instzlled gt Xearney Avenue.

It is further concluded that the croscing of VWkites
Bridge Aveaue should be constructed at separeted grades. However,
it is probedle that a2 more economicel deslign may be worxzed out
for this separation then that showz in Exhibit No. 15 and, con-
sequenily, approvel of a specific plan will de withteld at this
time. The apportionment of costs will te determined by a supple-
mentel order in thic matter at such time ac plans have been filed
with and apyroved by this Coxmission. L, however, the parﬁies
do not agree upon & plex of separetion and the apportionment of

cost of the same, the metter will de set for Ifurther hearing as to

these 1lssues.




Southern Pecific Compeny, & corporation, baving epplied
to the Rellroad Commission for euthority o construct & lime of
railroaed from XKermen to 3lola, a distance of 6.06 miles, at grade
across certain public roads in the County of Fresno, State of cal-
iforrie, a pudlic hearing having been held, the Commission being
apprisedv of the facts, the matter veing sudbmitted and ready for
decision, therefore,

IT IS EERZBY ORDERED thet permission and authority be
and it is héreby grented to Southern Pacific Compeny to comstruct
its line of railroad at grede across Xearney Avenue, Belmont Avenue,
Sycanore Avenue, Qlive Lvenve, McKinley Avemue, Clinton Avenue,
Shields iveaue, Ashland ivenue and Howard Avenue, in the County of
Fresno, State of Californie, at the locatioﬁs hereinafter particu-

iarly described and as shown by map (Stockton Division Drawing

B~3207, Sheet No. 1) attached to the ‘s.pplication.

DESCRIPTIONS OF CROSSINGS

XEARNEY AVENUZ:

BEGINNING for & center line description of said crossing
at a point in the soutkexrly lime of Xearney Averue, 45 feet
Festerly =t right angles from the north and south 1/4 Section
line through center of Section 8, Township 14 South, Ramge 18
Zast, MDB&M; thence northerly across Kearney iAvenue 60 feet
to the mortherly lime of said avenue, seid point being 45 feet
westerly from said north and soutk 1/4 Section line through
center of Sectlon 8, Townskip 14 South, Range 18 East, MDB&M,
8s shown by red line on Stockton Division Drawing No. A=-3272,
Sheet No. 1.

The ebove crossing shall be idemtified es Crossing
NO. BU-213.3.

SYCANORE AVENUE:

BEGINNING Tor & center lime description of said erossing
at a point on the westerly line of Sycamore Avenuve 292 Teet,
more or less, from the northerly line of Belmont Avenue, said
Point being 20 feet westerly measured at right sxgles from the
north end soutk 1/4 Section line through center of Section 32,

Tovzship 13 South, Range 18 Zast ; thence northeasterly on a
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curve concave to the right (redius ll46.01 feet) a distance of
150 feet, more or less, 30 the easterly line of. seid Sycamore
Avenue to 2 point located 433 feet, more or less, northerly
Irom said northerly line of Belmont Avenue, and measures along
the easterly line of said Sycamore Avenue, 20 feet easterly
from said north and south 1/4 Section line through cemter of
Section 32, Township 13 South, Range 18 Zast, MDB&M, as shown
by red line on Stocktor Division Drawing No. 4=3272, Sheet No.3.

Tke above crossing shell be identiried as Crossing
Nos BU-211.6.

BELMONT AVENUE:

- BsGINNIMG for a center linme description of seid crossing
a2t a point In the southerly line of Belnort Avenue 45 feet
westerly fram the morth end south 1/4 Section line through
center of Sectior 5, Township 14 Southk, Range 18 Zast, MDBaM;
thence northerly across Belmont avenue 60 feet to the northerly
line of said Avenue, said point being 45 feet, more or less,
westerly from the north emd soutk 1/4 Section line through
center of Section 32, Towaship 13 South, Renge 18 Bast, MDBM,
as shown by red line on Stockton Division Jrawing No. A=-3272,
Sheet No. 3. . _

The above crossing shell be identified as Crossing
No. BU=-211.7.

OLIVE AVENUE: )

. BEGINNING for & center line description of said erossing
&t & point in the soutkerly line of Olive Avenue 25 feet east=
erly from the intersection of the west line of NZ 1/4 of the
SE 1/4 of Section 32, Towaship 13 South, Renge 18 Zast, MDB&M,
and the south lize of said Olive 4Avenue; thence norivherly.across
Olive iAvenue to the northerly line of saild iAvenue 40 feet, seid
point being 25 feet easterly fram the west line of SE 1/4 of
NE 1/4 of Section 32, Towaskip 13 South, Range 18 Zast, MD
as shown by red line om Stockion Division Drewing No. 4i-3272,
Sheet No. 4.

The above crossing shall bve iden%tified as Crossing
NO. BU-allol’

MCKINLEY AVENTUE:

- BxGINNING Ior a cexnter line description of said crossing
at a poirt in tke southerly line of MeXinley Avenue 25 feet
easterly Ifram the imtersection with the west line of Lot 34
of Bank of Celifornie Tract in Section 32, Towmship 13 South, :
Renge 18 Zast, MDE&M, as per Official Map recorded in Recorderts
Office in Fresno County; thence northerly across saigd YcKinley
Avenue to the northerly line of eforeselid Avenue 60 Teet, said
point bveing 25 feet easterly from the intersection with the West
line of Lot 31 of Bank of California Tract in Sectiion 28, Towan~
ship 13 Soutk, Renge 18 lact, MDBIM, &s per Official Mep re=-
corded Iin the Recorder’s O0ffice.in Fresno County, as shown by
Ted line on 8tocktor Division Drawing No. 4-3272, Sheet No. 5.

The ebove crossirg skall be fdentified as Crossing
NO. BU-310.5.
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CLINTON AVENRUE:

SEGINNING for a center line description of said crossing
at a point in the southerly line of Clinton iAvenue 25 feet
easterly from the intersection with the west line of Lot l8 of
Baxk of Celiforniec Tract Iin Section 29, Township 13 South,
Range 18 Zest, MDB&M, as per Officiml Mep recorded in Reccorder's
Office in Fresno County; thence nortlherly across said Clinton
Lvenue 9 the norilzerly line of aforesafid Avenue 60 feet, said
point being 25 feet eeasterly from the intersection of the west
line of Lot 15 of Bank of Californies Tract ir Section 29, Town-
ship 13 Soutk, Range 18 East, MDZ&M, per Cfficial Map recorded
in Recorderts 0ffice {n Fresno County, es shown by »ed line on
Stockton Division Drawing No. A=-3272, Sheet No. 6.

The ebove c¢crossing shaell be identified as Crossing
No. BU=210.1.

SEIEIDS AVENUE:

SSGINNING for a center line description of seid crossing
at a point in the southerly line of Shields Avenue 25 feet
easterly Ifrom the intersection with the west line of Lot 2 of
Bank of Californie Tract, in Section 29, Township 13 South,
Range 18 Zast, MDB&M, as per O0fficial NMap recorded in Record=-
er's Qffice in Fresno County; thence northerly across said
Shields Avenue to the northerly line of said Avenue 60 feet,
seid point Yeing 17 Teet from the westerly line of Lot 16 of
Sycemore Remch Tract in Section 20, Township 13 Soutk, Range
18 Zast, MOBXM,  as per 0fficial Mﬁp on file in Recorder’s

ffice 11 Fresno County, as soomn by red line ou Stackton
Division Drawing No. A-3272, Sheet No. 7.

The ebove crossing shell be identified as Crossing
No. BU=209+6e

ASELAND AVENTE:

LGINNING for a center line description of said crossing
2t a point in the southerly lime of Ashlend Avenue 17 fseet
casterly frox the westerly lire of Lot 1 of Sycamore Ranch
Iract in Section 20, Towaship 13 Southk, Range 18 Zast, MDB&M,
as per Cfficial Map or record in Recorder's 0ffice in Fresmo
County; thence northerly across said Ashland Avenue to . the
northerly line of aforesaid aAvenue 60 feet, seid point being
25 feot east from the west line of Lot 16 of Sycamore Ranch
Tract in Section 17, Township 13 sSouth, Range 18 East, MDB&M,
es per Official Map or record in Recorder's Office in Fresno.Jomly
as saown by red line on Stockion Division Drewing No. A-3272,
Sheet No. 8.

The above c¢rossing shall be identified as Crossing

No. BU-208.6.

EOWARD AVENUE:
LG for a center line description of said crossing
at a point in the westerly line of Howard Avenue with the inter=
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section of line dividing Iots 8 ard § of Sycamore Ranch Tract
in Section 17, Township 13 South, Range 18 Zest, MDBM, &s per
Officiel Mep on.record in Recorder's Office in Fresno County;
thence easterly across sald Howsrd.Avenue 60 feet %o the east~
erly line of said Avenue, said point being the intersection of
center line of present railroad with said easterly line of
Howard ivenue, as shown by red line or Stockton Division Drewing
No. 4=3272, Sheet No. 9. ‘
The above crossing shell be identified as Crossing
No. BU=-208.0.

Said crossings shell be constructed subject to the Tollow-
ing conditions, and not otherwise:

(1) The entire expemse of comstructing the crossings
together with the cost of thelr protection and meintenance thereafter
iz good and first cless condition for the safe and convenient use of
the pudlic, shell be borme by epplicent.

(2) Suid crossings shall dYe constructed equel or superior
to type shown as Standerd No. 2 in Gemerel Order Xo. 72 of this
Commission end shell be comstructed of a width to conform to those

portlons of said streets row graded, with the Tops of rails flush

with the roadwey and with grades of approach not exceeding two (2)

per cent, shall esch be protected by a Stendard No. 1 crossarm
sign, the crossings of Kearney 4venue and Howerd ivenue shall each
be protected by a SPandard No. 3 wigwag as specified in Generel
Order No. 75 of this Commission and shall in every way be made suit-
able for the passage thereover of vehicles erd other roed wallice

IT IS ZERERY FURTEER ORDERED that Southerr Pecific Commany
be and It is hereby authorized to construct its lime of railroed at
separated grades and not otherwise across Wnites 3ridge Avenue, in
.the County of Fresmo, State of Celifornia, at the location hereinefter
particularly déscribed exd 2s shown by the mep (Stocktorn Division
Drewing E~3027, Sheet No. 1) attached to the application.
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DESCRIPTION OF CROSSING

WHITES ERIDGZ ROAD:

o HEGINNING Ior a center line description of said crossing
at a point in the southerly lime of Whites Bridge Road 45 Teet
westerly at right angles from the morth and south 1/4 Section
line through center of Section 8, Towaship 14 South, Rapge 18
Sest, MDBLM; themce northerly across Whites Bridge Road 60 feet
to the northerly line of seid road, said point being 45 feet
westerly from the nortik and south 1/4 Section Lime througk
center of Section 5, Township 14 South, Renge 18 Zast, MDG&IL,
es shown by red lime ox Stockton Division Drewing Xo. A=-3272,
Sheet No.2. . ,

The above crossing shell be iderntified as Crossing
No. BU~212.7-B.

Sald grade seperation to be constructed subject to the
following conditions:

(1) said grade seperation shell be constructed, except
as herein spéciried, in accordernce with plans to be riieﬁ with an§
approved by this Commission.

(2) Said grade seperatiorn skell be comstructed with
Clearances cénfozming o the provisions of this Commission's
General Order No. 26~C. Y

/" P [

(3) The cost of construction and meintenance of said grade

sep&ration'shail be borne in accordance with the apportionment of
costs to be mede by supplementel order in this metter at such time
&s plans are filed with ard approved by this Commission.

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED thet

(i) Appliéant shall, within‘thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this éommission, in writing, of the cchpletion of the in=-
stelletion of said crossings.

(2) If seid crossings shell not bave beer installed
within ome yéaf from the date of this order, the authorizetion herea~

in granted shell then lapse and become void, unless further time is

granted by subsequent orders




(3) The Commission reserves the right to mekxe suck fur—
tker orders reletive to the location, comnstruction, operation,
maintenance and protection of salid crossings as to it may seem
right and proper, snd to revoke its permission if, in its judgmexnt,

the public converience and necessity demand such action.

The effective date of this order shell be twenty (20)

days fron the date hereof, /45/4
VAl

Deted at Sem Frencisco, California, this

Do) Tt

<2 eigz . ~-‘{/

day o;,M, 1929.

Y0

C ssioners.,




