
(~lJ"~{')''II Decision No. ___ /~,_·_._·:_"_'~ ____ _ 

BEFOP.E THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF 'I'm: STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter 0: the application ot ) 
SOUTEEEN' PACIFIC COMP.ANY tor an ) 
order authorizing construotion at ) 
grade across certain publio roads, ) Application No. 15,260. 
streets and avenues, ot its proposed ) 
line of ra1lroad trom B101a to Kerman,) 
all in the County ot Fresno, State ) 
or Calitornia. ) 
---------------------------------) 

Roy G. Eildebrand, tor Applicant. 
~. C. Shepard, tor County ot Fresno. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 
OPINION --------

In this application, t1led w1th the Commiss1on on the 

19th day ot December, 1928, the Southern Pac1t1c Company asks 

permiss10n to construct at grade a line 0: railroad tro: Kerman 

to Biola, a distance ot 5.05 miles, across ten public county 

roads in the County ot Fresno, State ot California. 

A public hearing was held be~ore Examiner Satterwhite 

in the City of 1resno on March 25,1929, at which ti~e the matter 

was submitted. 
Applicant states in its application that the Interstate 

Commerce Co~ssion by i~s certiricate and order in Finance DOQkot 

No. 7083, da~ed May ~~, lS2$, authorized construction of said 

proposed line ot railroad and that it has the right, in so ~ar 

as the County is conoerned, to oonstruct said orossings across 

public roads under the provisions ot Subdivision 5 ot Section 

-1-



465 ot the Civil Code ot the State ot Calito~ia. 

Applicant presentea evidence to Show that the pro-

posed line or railroad ro~ed a connection between its West 

Side Line and the Biola Branch and was pla:med so that the West 

Side freight traffic might be routed through the newly constructed 

rreight yard and icing dock north ot the Cit,y ot Fresno. It 1s 

proposed to use the line tor treignt operation only, whlch nor-

mally consists ot tour trains e day except dur1ng the truit 

season,at which time this number is increased to nine. The maxi-

mum speed of these tra1ns over the proposed line w1ll be apprOXi-

mately thirty-five {~5) ~iles per hour. 
Witnesses tor applicant testit1ed that the highway 

traffiC on all the crossings, with the except10n of Whites Br1dge 

Avenue and Boward Avenue, was very l1ght, that views at all the 

cross1ngs were practically ~obstructed and that, in their 

opinion, grade separat10ns were not required at any of the pro-

posed crossings. Applicant proposes that the tollowing types 

of cross1ngs and cross1ng protection be installed: 
Type ot Type of 

Name of Road Crossing Protection 

Kearny A.venu.e, 
Whites Bridge Avenue, 
BeJ.n:.ont Avenue, 
Syce.:more Avenue, 
Clive Avenue, 
McKinley Avenue, 
Cli:o.ton Avenu.e, 
Shields Avenue, 
AshJ.e.nd Avenue, 
Howard Avenue, 

Count ot vehicular 

two days is as follows: 

Automob1les, 
'I'rucks, 
Busses, 
Motorcycles, 

No. 2 
No. Z 
No. 2 
NO. 2 
No. 2 
No. 2 
No. 2 
No. 2 
No. 2 
No. 2 

travel 

Total, 

No. 1 slgc. .. 
No,;, 3 wigwag. 
No. 1 sign. 
No. 1 sign. 
No. 1 sign. 
No. 1 sign. 
No. 1 s18n. 
No. 1 sign. 
No. 1 sign .. 
No. ~ wigwag. 

on Whites Bridge Avenue tor 

Sunday 
March 17, 1929 

884 
44 

4 

Monday 
March. 18, 1929 

490 
105 

8 
-3 

606 
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Arthur c. Shepard, represen~1ng the Board of Super-

visors of the County or ~esno, stated that it was their policy 

to requ1re grade separations at all new cross1ngs or important 

h1Shw~ys by lines or railroad. lie further stated that 7Aites 

Bridge Avenue was a heavily travelled and impo~tant highway which 

would be crossed by the proposed line ot railroad and said cross-

ing should consequently be at separated grades. The County offered 

no oojection to the remaining crossings being constructed at 

grade. 
c. P. Jensen, County Engineer, testif1ed that Whites 

Br1dge Avenue was 'a paved highway and constituted a part ot the 

main h1ghway along the west side or the San Joa~uin R1ver, con-

necting Fresno w1th Tracy and intermediate points; that ~portant 

roads, connect~s with communities west of Fresno, lead 1nto 

said avenue; that 1t was used by traffic travelling to and trom 

the terr~tory along the coast via the Big and Little Ponoche 

Creek roads and the state h1ghway through the Pacheco Pass and 

.that the traffiC, as indicated by the count sub~1tted by Sou-

thern Pac1t1c Comp~yts witness,ta1rly represe~ted winter con-

ditions but that dur1ng the fruit season the traffic was very 

much greater. Mr. Je:sen state~ that the proposed crossing ot 

Vfuites Bridge ~venue should, i~ his opinion, be constructed 

at separated grades. He was in agreement with the expressed 

policy ot the county with regard to the constr~ction or grade 

separations at crossings ot new lines ot railroad over ~portant 

highways. 
The County Engineer prepared and presented as Exhibit 

No. 15 a preliminary design tor the construction or ~ underpass 
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carrying 7n::.1 tes Bridge .k.ve:l.'U.e 'U:lder the tracks ot the Southern 

Po.c11"1 c COlnl>::.:lY. In this study Whites Briese .. ;. vellue 1 s de!iressed 

a surticie~t de~th to prov1ie proper clearances with the ra11roa~ 

with the elevation o~ the trac~s o~e toot above the eXist~g ~ve-

:ment at the pout or crossing. l:r • .Jense.:::. est1I:lated. this under:Pe.ss 

would cost approx1l:.e.. tely E1gh ty-ti ve Thousand. t es) 000 ):Oolla:rs. 

C01l:lSel tor the Southern ?e.cirio Comp8.n7 stated. it -::as 

the attitude o. th~t co~p~ t~at a grade separation was not needed 

~t the crossing or ~~tes Br1dge Ave:~e ~d he was conse~ue~tly 

Representative ot the Co~ty ur6e~ t~at t~e proposed. 

cross1.!2g or Kea.r:ley Avenue be protected. by s. W1~. The evidea. ce 

shows t~at t~ere is ~ obstructed VieT. in all d1rect1ons at tbis 

location due t.o t=ees aJ.ong both side:;, or the a.venue and., turther, 

th~t the travel 1s hea.~J during the s~er mo~ths. 

After a reVier. or the evidence we conclud.e that, with 

the exception or the erosoi.:::.g o~ ii.:.1 tes Brid6e Ave::luo, authority 

should be sran~ed =or the eo~struct1ou or the grade crossings as 

requested. These cross1~ss and the ~roteet1on to be i~stalled 

should be ot the t~o reeo~ended cy a~~11cant, exce~t that a 

Standard No. 3 vrigwag should be inst.uled a.t Xear:ley ;"ve:lue. 
It is turther co::lelude~ that the eroszL~ or ~-1tes 

Br1dge ~ve::lue should be ~~strueted at separated grades. However, 

1 t is probable tha.t a ::nore economical design may be worked out 
tor this ~epare.t1on than. tha.t shown. in. :E:xll1'b1 t ~o. 15 e.::ld, C011-

sequentl.y, apl'rovcJ. ot' a. speeitie ple.n will be Withheld a.t this 

t1:.~. The o.,portion::l.e.nt ot costs 7dll be dete!'t'l1:::lec.. by a sUPl'le-
mente.l orde!' in th.1$ :matter at such til:le as plc.ns hc.ve been. rUed 

With and approved by this CO=miss1on. It, however, the parties 
do not agree ul'on a ple.l:. ot separa t10n ~d the e.pport1om::.ent ot 

cost ot the same,. the ~tter Will be set tor turther hearing as to 

these 1s.sues. 



· Southern Pacific Company, a corporation, having applied 

to the Railroad Commission tor authority to construct a line or 
railroad from Ke~ to Biola, a distance ot 6.06 miles, at grade 

across certain public roads 1n the County or Fresno, State ot Cal-

1torn1a, a public hearing having been held, the Commission being 

apprised ot the tacts, the ~tter oeing submitted and ready tar 

decision, theretore, 

IT IS m::REBY ORDERZD the. t permission and au thori ty 'be 

and it is hereby granted to Southern Pacitic Company to construct 

its line ot railroad at grade across Aearney~venue, Belmont ~venue, 

Sycamore Avenue, 011ve Avenue, McKinley ~venue, Cl1nton Avenue, 

Sh1elds Avenue, Ashland .b.venue and Roward Avenue, in t!l.e County of: 

Fresno, State or Ca11forn1a, at the locat10ns hereinafter particu-

larly described and e.s shown by map (Stockton DiVision DraWing 

3-3207, Sheet No._l) attac~ed to the application. 

DESCR !?TIONS OF CROSSnGS 

KEARNEY .A. V'I<'~""OE : 
~I&NING~~tor a center line descript10n ot said crossing 

at a point in the southerly line ot Kearney Avenue, 45 teet 
westerly ~t right angles from the north and south 1/4 Section 
line through center ot Section S, Township 14 South, Range ~s 
East, MDB&M; thence northerly across Kearney Avenue 60 teet 
to the northerly line o~ said Avenue, said po1nt being 4S ~eet 
westerly r.ro~ said north and south 174 Section line through 
center ot Section 8, Township 14 South, Range 18 East, MDB&K, 
as shown by red 11lle on Stockton Division Drawing No. It.-3272, Sheet No.1. 

The above crossing shall be identified as Cross~ 
No. BU-213.2. 

SYCAMORE AVENCE: 
B~INNlNG tor e. center line description of said cross~ 

at a p01nt on the weste~ly line of Sycamore Avenue 292 ~eet, 
more or less, trom the northerly line o~ Belmont Avenue, said 
point being 20 teet westerly measured at right angles trom the 
north and south 1/4 Section line-through center ot Section 32. 
TownShip 13 South, Range 18 East; thence northeasterly on a 
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curve concave to the right (radius ll46.01 teet) a distance ot 
150 reet, more or less, to the easterly line or. said Sycamore 
~venue to a point located 433 teet, more or less, northerly 
trom said northerly line or Belmont Avenue, and measures aloXlg 
the easterly line of said Sycamore Avenue, 20 teet easterly 
t.rom said north and south 174 Section line through center of 
Section 32, Township 13 South. Range 18 East, MD~, as shown 
by red line on Stockton Division Drawing No. A~3272, Sheet No.3. 

The above crossing Shell be identified as Cross1ng 
No. BtJ'-211.6. 

BElMONT A VE1TUE: 
~G~~lNG tor a center line description or said crossing 

at a point in the southerly line or Belmont Avenue 45 teet 
westerly tran the north and south 1/4 Section line through 
center of Section 5, Township 14 South, Range 18 East, MDB&Mj 
thence northerly across Be~ont Avenue 60 teet to the northerly 
line or sa1d Avenue, said point be~ 45 reet, more or less, 
westerly t.rom the north and south 1/4 Section line through 
center or Section 32, To~shi~ 13 South, Range 18 East, MD~ 
as shown by red line on Stockton Division DrawiDg No. A-3272, Sheet NO.3. 

The above crOSSing shall be identified as Crossing 
No. BU-2l1.7. 

OLIVE AVENUE: 
BEGINNING tor a center line description of said crossing 

at a point in the southerly line of Olive Avenue 25 feet east-
erly tro~ the intersection ot the west line ot NE 1/4 or the 
SE 1/4 or Section 32, To~ship 13 South, Range 18 East, MD~, 
and the south line ot said Olive ~venue; thence northerly.across 
Olive Avenue to the northerly line of said Avenue 40 feet, said 
point being 25 teet easterly t:::-om. the west line of SE 1/4 o"r 
NE 1/4 of Sect10n 32, Township 13 South, Range 18 East, MD~ 
as shown by red line on Stockton Division DraWing No. A-3272, Sheet No.4. 

The above crossi~ shall be identified as Crossing No. BU-21l.1, 

MCKTh"!..t!.""'Y .A. V'"'.....N"fJE : 
B~GINNLNG tor a center line description of said crossing 

at a point in the southerly line of McAinley Avenue 25 teet 
easterly tram the intersection with the west line of Lot 34 
of Bank o~ Calitorn1a Iract in Section 32, Township 13 South, 
Range 18 East, MDB&M, as per Official Map recorded in Recorderts 
Office in Fresno County; thence northerly acro~s said MCX!nley 
~venue to the northerly l~e or aforesaid Avenue 60 teet, said 
point being 25 teet easterly from the intersection with the West 
line of Lot 31 of Bank ot California Tract in Section 29, Town-
Ship 13 South, ReJ:lge 18 Eact, MD:a&:J4 as per Ofticial Map re-
corded in the aecorder's Otr1ce.1n Fresno County, as shown by 
red line on Stockton Divisi~n Drawing No. A-32?2, Sheet No.5. 

The above crossi::g shall be identified a~ Cro&.sillg No. BU-210.S. 
"'6-



CLINTO~ J.. vuro.t:: 
B~INNlNG tor a center line description or said crossing 

at a point in the southerly line ot Clinton Avenue 25 teet 
easterly trom the intersection with the west l1ne or Lot 18 ot 
Bank ot Calitornia Tract in Section 29, Township 13 SOuth~ 
R8llge 18 East, MDB&M, as per ot:f'1c1e.l Map recorded. in Recorder's 
Ottice in Fresno. County; thence northerly across said Clinton 
Avenue to the northerly line ot aforesaid Avenue 60 teet, s~d 
point being 25 teet easterly tro~ the intersection ot the west 
line or Lot 15 ot Bank ot Celitornic. T:::-act 1l:. Section 29~ Town-
ship 13 South, RaDge 18 East, MDE&M, :l)er Official Map· recorded 
in Recorderts Otrice in Fresno County, as shown by ~ed line on 
Stockton Divi~10n Draw1:g No. A-3272, Sheet No.6. 

The abo've crossing shall be ident1t'ied as Crossi:og 

No. Btr-210.1. 

SEIEU>S A VE!\:'1JE : 
~GINNlNG tor a center line description or said crosstng 

at a point in the southerly line ot Shields Avenue 25 teet 
easterly trom the intersection With the west line or Lot 2 ot 
Bank or Calitornia Tract, in Section 29, Township 13 South, 
Ra:age 18 East, MDB&M, as per Official Map, recorded in Record-
er's Ottice in Fresno County; thence northerly across said 
Shields Avenue to the northerly line or said Avenue 60 teet, 
said point being 17 teet trom the westerly line ot Lot 16 ot 
Sycamore Ranch Tract in Section 20, Township 13 Sou:tht Rs:cge 
18 East, MDB&M,. as per Orficial. Map on tile in Recorder's 
Office in Fresno County, as shown by red line on staaktan 
Division Draw~ No. A-3272, Sheet NO.7. 

The above crossing shall be identified as Cross~ 
No. W-20Sil.6. 

AS:a:r.A.b"D J.. V"o..2."'OE : 
BEGINNING tor a center line description or said crosS1ng 

at a :point in the southerly line of Ashland Avenue 17 feet 
oas'terly trorr:. the westerly line ot Lot 1 or Sycamore Ranch 
'J."ract in Section 20, Zow:c.sllip 13 South, RaIlge 18 East, MDB&M, 
as per 'Official Map on record ~ Recorder's Office in Fresno 
County; thence northerly across said ~shland Avenue totne 
northerly line ot a~orese1d Avenue 60 teett seid point be~ 
25 teet east trom the west line or Lot 16 or Sycamore Ranch 
z.toact in Section 17, Township 13 sou.th, Range 18 East, MDB&l[, 
~s per Otficial Map on record in Recorder·s Ottice 1n Fresno.~y 
as shown by red line on Stockton Division Draw~ No. A-3272, 
Sheet No.8. 

The above crossing shall be identified as Crossing 

No. BU-208.6. 

BOW'.ARD A VC'...J.."UE: 
BiGINN~ tor a center line description ot said crosstng 

at a point in the Westerly line ot Roward Avenue with the inter-
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sectio: ot line dividing !.,ots S and. 9 01: Sycamore Ranch Tract 
ill Section 17, Tow.c.ship l3 South, Rallge l.S East, MDB&:M, as per 
Orticial Map on.record in Recorder's ot~ce in Fresno County; 
thence easterly across sa.id Eoward.Avenue 60 teet to 'the eas't-
erly line or said ~venue, said point being the intersection of 
center line ot ~resent railroad with said e~sterlY line or 
Rotterd Avenue, as shown by red line on Stockton Division DrawiDg 
No. A-3272, Sheet No.9. 

The above crossing sbal1 be ide:c.t1tie~ as Crossing 
No. BU-208.0. 

Said crossings shall be constructe~ subject to the follow-
ing conditions, and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire expense of constructing the cross~s 

together with the cost of their protection end maintenance 'cheree.tter 

in good and first class condition for the sate and convenient use of 
the ~ublic, shall be borne by applicant. 

(2) S~d crossings shall be constructed eque.l or superior 

to ty'pe shown as Standard 1:0. 2 in Genere.l Order No. 72 01: this 

Cox::m1ssion and shell be constructed ot a Width to cont'orm. to those 

portions ot said streets now graded, with the tops ot rails tlush 

with the roadway and with grades or approach not exceeding two (2) 

per cent, shall each be protected by a Standard No. 1 cros~ 

s1gn, the crossings o"r Kearney .~venue and Roward Avenue shall each 

'be protected 'by a Standard No.3 wigwag as specified in· General .. 
Order No. 75 or this Commission and shall in every way be made su1t-

able tar the passage there over or vehicles and other road ~atr1C. 

IT IS }!E:R'gRY Fu?'~ ORDERED the. t SoutlJer:c. ?e.c1tie Company 

be and it is hereby authorized to construct its line or railroad at 

separated grades and not otherwise across WAites Bridge Avenue, in 

,the County or ]'resno~ State ot CeJ.1:tornia, at the loee:tion here1ne.tter 

psrt1culerly described ana. c.s shown by the map (Stockton Divis10n 

Drawing B-3027, Sheet No.1) attached to the application. 
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DESCRIPTION OF CROSSING 

W5ITES BRIDGE Rca: 
~Gf1ilNING tor a cente:::- l1ne descr1J~t10n or sa1d crossillg 

a t a point 1n the southerly line 0": Wh1'~es Bridge Road 45 -teet 
westerly at right angles rrom the no~th and south l/4 Section 
11lle through center ot Section 8, Tovmsll1p 14 South, Range 18 
East, MDB&Mj thence northe=ly a.cross Wb.:Ltes Bridge Road 60 teet 
to the northerly line 0: said road, said point being 45 teet 
westerly !:rom the north and south l/4 S(~ct1on I,1ne through 
center or Section 5, ~ownsh1p 14 South, Range 18 East, ~, 
as shown by red line on Stockton Division Drawing No. A-3272, 
Sheet No.2. 

The above crossing shall be iden~11'ied as Cross~ 

No. BU-2l2.7-B. 

Said grade sep~ation to be constructed subject to the 
tollowing conditions: 

(1) Said grade sep~ation shall be constructed, except 
. 

as herein spec1t1ed, 1n accordance with plans to be tiled with and 
approved by th1s Commiss1on. 

(2) Said grade separation shall be constructed with 

clearances contorm1ng to the p::-ovisions of this COJ:IIIl.1ssion's 
General Crde:::- No. 26-C. , 

I / ' 

(3) The cost or construction and maintenance 01: said grade 

separation shall be borne in accordance with the apportionment 01: 

costs to be made by supplemental order in this matter at such time 

as plans are tiled with ~d app::-oved by this Commission. 

IT IS 13 ~REEY F'tB ~ ORDERZD the. t 

(1) Applicant shall, wi thin thirty (30) days tlleree.1'ter, 

notity this Commission, in W:::"iting, ot the cQmpletion ot the in-

stallation ot said c:::-ossings. 

(2) It said crossings shall not have been installed 

within one year from the date ot this order, the authorization here-

in granted shall then lapse and become void~ unless further time is 
granted by subse~uent order. 
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(3) The Co:am:.ission reserves the right to m.e.ke such t'ur-

ther orders relative to ~he location, construction, operation~ 

maintenance and protection ot said crossings as to it may seem 

right and pro~er, &nd to revoke its permission it, 1n its judgment, 

the public eonve~ience and necessity d~and such action. 

The effective date or this order shall be twenty (20) 

days trom the date hereo~. 

Dated at ~ Frencisco, California, this 
day o~, 1929. 
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