DO,
Decision No. ... O+

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE ST

In the Matter of the Application
of the CITY OF RICEMOND for per- Application No. 15,157.
missicn to alter Railroad Crossing.

Thomas M. Carlson, City Attoraey
o? Richmond, for Applicant.

H. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pacific
Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

The City of Richmond in the County of Conira Coste,
State of Californis, filed the above entitled applicafion with
this Commission on the 25th day of October, 1928, asking for
authority to widen and alter a public street knowa as Twenty~
third Street at its intersection witk the tracks of the Soutlern
Pecific Rallroed Company.

On November 27, 1928, the Commission issued 1vs
ex parte order, Decision No. 20,527, grenting spplicent peramission
and authority to widen snd alter Twenty-third Street at the inter-

section as cdescribed above, sudject to certain conditions.

Applicant, on Decembder 21, 1928, stated by letter the t

e portion of Condition No. 2 of tae order above deserived, which
provided for the removel of the humes flegman, Wwes not satisfac~
tory to the City of Richmond and requested that the above entitled
proceeding be set for hearing.

On Jenuery 14, 1929, the Commission issued 1ts order

setting aside the prior order end reopening the proceeding for




heaxring.

Searings were held before Exeniner Gannon at San Francisco

on Februery 7, 1929, Febdruary 23, 1928, and March 8, 1929.

The crossing at the present time is protected by a single
wigwag plaéed in the center of Twenty-third Street northeast of
the Southern Pacific tracks and, In addition, by a human flagman
on duty during the hours from 6:30 a.me to 10:30 p.mm.
The Commission in it¥s Decision No. 20527 ordered that,
at the time of wideming and altering the crossing as proposed by
applicant, the erossing
m(2) WxwKmxExkshall be protected by & Standard No. 1
crossing.sign and three sutomatic wigwags as specified in
General Order No. 75 of thls Commission, two of sald wigwags
%o be attached to a coxmon stendard and to be placed at a
point twelve (12) feet south from the center lire of the
most southerly track on the westerly curb line of Twenty~-
third Street projected, the beunner of ome of said wigwags
to face travel approaching ¢2 Espee Avenue and the banner
of the other said wigwag To face travel approaching Ifrom
the south on Twenty=third Street and the. third of saild wig-
wags to be placed in the center of the roadway east of said
track at the location designeted on EZxhibit "B™ attached to
the application. AT such time as the protection adbove pro-
vided is installed and placed in operaiion, the humen flagman
now maintained at said crossing shall be removed.™
The epplicant’s objection is directed to onl& that por-
tion of thé order requiring the removal of the human flagman.
Witnesses for applicant stated thet a2 wigwag and a human
flegmen had been meinteined et the crossing of Twenty-third Street
Tor several years and that no accidents had occurred at said crosse
ing during this time. They stated that, in view of this record,
they Jelt the human rlagman should not be removed until the protec-
tion to be afforded by the three wigwags was proven to be effective.
Witnesses for the Southern Pacific Raeilroad Company stated
taet the three wigwegs, 1If installed, would afford uniform and ade-
quate protectidn during the full twenty-four (24) hour period, that
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this type of protection was proper and reasonable, having in view
the physical conditions that would exist at this crossing when
widened and that the maintenance of a part time human flagman, in
addition thereto, would not add to the effectiveness of this protec—
tion, but Iinstead would resul®t in a very serious hazard to the flag-
man himself,

They further stated that the effectiveness of wigwags
Tor the protection of grade crossings had been proven over a period
of many years and that en improved type was proposed to be used at
this crossing wkich gives warning of the approach of a second train.

| Cormission's Service Inspector E. L. Ergelherdt, as a

result of & study of the conditioms at this érossing, testified that
ir his opinion tke three wigwags witk the tkree "Two Trairn™ indice=~
tors would provide proper protection for this créésing and“that the
hupen flegman should de removed at the time of their instellation.

Some ¢riticism of the proposed location of the iwo wigwegs
south of the c¢rossing was made by the representetives of the City
of Richmond at the hearing om February 7, 1929. It wes agreed at
that time that representatives of the City of Richmond, Southern
Pacific Railroad Company and the Engineering Depertment of the Rail-
road Commission should meet at the crossipg im order to meke a fur-
Ther study. On Februery 13, 1929, such & study was mede end it wes
decided that instead of placing wigwags of the type and at the loce-
tions above descrided thet a No. 3 wigwag should be pleced slong the
easterly curd of Iwenty-third Street and a No. 4 wigwag epproximate~
1y thirty-one (31) feet six (6) inckhes from the westerly curd line
of Twenty~third Stre¢t, each at point dpproximately tvelve (12} feet

four (4) inches from the center line of the most southerly track and

that a No. 4 wigwag should be placed in the center of Twenty-third
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Street at a point about twelve (12) feet nortk of the center line

of the most northerly track as shown on Exhibit XNo. 9, Western
Divislon Drewing R-238, Sheet No. 1.

| -A:ter careful consideration of the record, it is concluded
that this crossing, when widenmed, should be protected dy three wig-
wags located in the positions shown in Zxhibit No. 9, and that the
Duman flagmen now maintalned at the crossing should be removed at

the time said wigwegs are installed and placed in operation.

The City of Richmond hsving applied to the Railroed
Commission for authority to widen and alter & public street known
as Twenty=third Street at 1ts intersection with tﬁe tracks of the
Soufhern Pacific Reilroed Compeny in the City of Richmond, County
of Contra Coste, State of California, a pﬁblic heering heving been
held before Exeminer Gannon, the Commission being aﬁprised of the
feacts and the matter being submitted and ready for decision,

IT IS EEREZY ORDERED that permission ancd authority de
and it Is hereby granted to the City of Richmond in the County of
Contra Costa, State of Celiforzis, to widern and alter Iwenty-third
Street at its intersection with the tracks of the Southern Pacific
Railroed Compeny as shown by the mep Zxhibit "B" attached to the
application. Seid crossing is %o be identiriéd'as ¢rossing
No. L=14.5,

' The crossing shell be widenmed and eltered subject to the
following éonditions end not otherwise:

(1) The cost of the widening end altering of sald crossing

shall be borme in accordance with an egreement entered into by inter—
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ested parties, certificd copy of which shall be filed with tais
Commission for its approval within ninety (90) deys of the date of
this order. In the event that the interested perties fail to file
said agreemenf within ninety (90) days as ebove provided, the Com=
mission shall apportion seid costs by supplemental order.

(2) The crossing shall be comstructed of the widih and
&t the angle es shown in Exhibit "3" with grades of approach not
greater then three (3) per cent; 'sﬁall be constructed substantially
in eccordsnce With Standerd No. 3 &s speéiried in Genersl Order
No. 72 of this Commission; shall be protected by three (3) automatic
wigwegs in sccordsnce with type es specified in General'Order No. 75
of this Commission and, in sddition, each to be equipped witkh two
trein indicator signals, %o be located ss follows: A No. 3 wigwag
located along toe easterly cuwed line of Twenty-third Street approxl

imstely twelve (12) feet southerly fron fhe center line of the most

southerly track} & No. 4 wigweg located Iirn the rozdway epproximetely

thirty-one (31) feect easterly from the westerly curb line of Twenty~
third Street and twelve (12) feet southerly from the center line of
the most southerly track; and a No. 4 wigweg located in the cemter
of Twenty-third Street at a point ebout twelve (12) feet northerly
of the center line of the most northerly track, as shown in Exhibit
No. 9 (Western Division Drawing No. X-238, Sheet No.l). A4t such
tizme as the proiection above described is installed exd placed in
operation, the humen flagmen now mainteined at sald crossing shall
be removed. Said crossing shall in every way be made suitable Lor
the passage thereover of wvehicles and other road traffic,

(3) The cost of constructing and mainteining seid auto~-
matic crossing‘protection prescribed above shall be dorme by Southern
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Pacific Reilroad Company.

(4) Applicant shall within thirty (30) days thereaftsr
notiry this Commission, iz writing, of the cémpietion and widening
of sedid crossing.

(5) The Commission reserves the right to make such further
orders relétivé to the location, comstruction, operation, maintenance
and provection of seld crossing &s to it mey seem right and proper,
and to revoke 1ts permission, if, in its judgment, public convenience
and necessity demand such action. |

The authority herein granted shall become effective on the
dete hereof.

7 ¥
Dated at Sen Francisco,Califormie, this 7 day of
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