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BEFORE THE RA.ItROAD CO~SSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter o't the Application ) 
ot The Petaluma and Santa Rosa ) 
Ra1ll"oacl. Company, a corporation, } 
tor authority to remodel a portion ) 
or 1ts passenger equ1pment so as } 
to operate s~e on its Forestville) 
Branch, 'between Sebastopol and } 
Forestville, in Sonoma County, ) 
Calitornia, with one employee. ) 

----------------------------, 
BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
~--------

The Petaluma end santa Rosa Reilroad Comp.any t applicant 

herein, has applied to the Commission tor authority to remodel a 

portion or its passenger equi,ment tor one-man operation end to 

operate the same on 1ts Forestville Branch L1ne, between Sebastopol 
-

and Forestville, w1th only one employee. This is a single track 

l1ne, extend1ng northwest trom sebastopol 7.18 miles to Forestv1lle, 

over wb.ich trains are ope::-ated by time tacl~ end trai:l. orders; no 

clock :s1gnal systetl. is in use. Authority tor one-man operatiOn. on 

app11clmt's line was prev:l,ously requested 'by Application No. 15,544-

and, atter hearing, applicant, by Decision No. 18,301, dated April 

29 t 1~'2?, was granted autho:-1ty to operate Olle-l':.a:l. cars on its lines 

tor a t~ial period ot six months, under certa1n cond1tions. The 

Company, however, did not elect to put into ettect the operation, 

as authorized, within the prescribed time limit. 

In this application it is alleged, 1n etfect, that the 

Company proposes to remodel its existing passenger equipment, to 
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be used on said Forestville Line, by install1ng thereon satety 

doors and dead-man control and other appropriate equ1~ment tor 

one-man car operat1on; that there has been a continued decrease 

1n the earnings and number or passengers carr1ed by app11cant upon 

said branch l1ne and that sa1d decrease is attr1butable to the 

increase in o~ernhi~ and operat1on or privately owned automobiles; 

that a large number or persons in the terr1tory served by sa1d 

branch l1ne, including a large number of students, are dependent 

upon applicant tor transportat1on service, as no other eommon 

carrier serves this distr1ct; that the present serv1ce is now con­

ducted at a cost of approxiQately twenty-six (26) eents per mile 

and that with the putting 1nto etfect or one-man car servlce,as 

applied tor, the cost·ot operation will be mater1ally lessened 

without a decrease in the ~uantity of serviee now afforded by 

applicant, which consists ot nine round tr1ps per day between the 

hours o'! 7:00 a .. m. and 11:43 p·.m .. 

~or rurther part1culars concerning the operation of one-

man cars on said Forestville Branch, reference 1s made to the tile 

1n sa1d Application No. 13,544 and Decision No. 18,301. 

The report of the Transportation Division shows that 

the present conditions on app11cant t s Forestv111e BranCh L1ne, 

as related to this application, are similar to those that existed 

at the time ot the hearing on Application No. 13,544, excepting 

that the number of ~ssenger trains operated over ~8t line has 

been reduced. 

It appears to the Commission that th1s is not a matter 

in which a public hearing is necessary and that the application 

is reasonable and should be granted. 

IT IS EEBZ3Y ORDERED that permission and authority be 
.. '. . . 

and it is hereby granted to The ?etaluma e.n.d Sante. Rosa Re.1Uoad 
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Company, a corpo=ation, to remodel a portion ot its passenger 

equipment, by installing thereon satety doors, dead-man control 

and other a?propriate equipment, ~d thereafter operate said 

remodeled passenger eqUipment in single units with one ~ployee 

on the $aid Forestville Branch tine, under the tollowing cond1tion~, 

viz: 

(1) The transportation rules ot this company, in regard 
-

to the Forestville Branch tine, Shall be ~de appropriate tor one-

man car operation and Shall be sub~tted to the Commission tor 

approval betore be1ng made etfective. 

(2) All employees used 1n train service o~ the Forest-

v1lle Branch L1ne shall be requ1red to pa~s ~ sat1~tactory exami-

nation on the transportat10n rules with particular stress being. 

placed upon all rules and instructions hav1ng reference to one-

man car operat1on. 

(3) tights used as ~rkers on all one-man cars shall 

be 1lluminated by oil or ~ther dependable source ot energy inde­

pendent ot trolley current. 

(4) The speed ot all tra1ns, except tirst-class trains, 

on the Fore~tv1l1e Br~ch Line must be so restricted that they can, 

at all times, be stopped within the range ot vision. 

(5) Facilit1es tor telephone communication by operators 
-

ot one-man cars with the train dispetcher must be provided by 

equipping all one-man cars with a portable telephone set which 

can be connected up by a s1mple attachment so that co~un1cat1on 

can be conveniently had with train dispatc~ers on short not1ce. 

The Com=ission reserves the r1ght to ~ke such !urther 

orders in this matter as to it may seem right and proper and to 
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revoke the author1ty herein grented 1t, 1n 1ts judgment, the 

public convenience and necessity demand such action. 

The authority herein granted shall become effective 

on the date hereof. 4. .... 

Dated at San FrOllcisco, Ce.litomia, this ;( day 

Jk;t or __ ~~~~~ _______ :, lSZ9. 


