Dec¢ision No.

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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In the Matter of the Application
of The Petaluma and Santa Rosa
Reilroad. Company, a corporation,
fTor authority %o remodel a portion
of 1ts passenger equipment so as
To operatve same on its Forestville
Branck, between Sebastopol axnd
Forestville, in Sonoma County,
California, with one employee.
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Application No. 15,487,
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BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

The Petaluma and Santa Rosa Rellroad Company, applicant
herein, has applied to the Commission for authority to remeodel a
portion of its vassenger equirzment for one-man operation end to
operate the same on its Foresiville Branch Line, between Sebastopol
and Forestville, witk oniy one employee. This is a single track
line, extending northwest from Sebastopol 7.18 miles to Forestville,
over wiich trains are operated by time table and traid orders; no
block signal systenm is in use. Authority for one-man operation on
applicant's line was previously requested by Application No. 13,544
and, after hearing, applicant, by Decision No. 18,301, dated April
29, 1927, was granted authority to'operate opne=-men cars on its lines
for a triel period of six months, under certain conditions. The
Compuny, however, did not elect to put into effect the operation,
as authorized, within the prescribed time limit.

In this spplication 1t is alleged, Iin effect, that the

Compeny préposes to remodel its existing passenger equipment, to
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be used on said Forestville Line, by installing thereon safety
doors and dead-men control and other appropriate equipment for
one-men car operation; that there hes been a contimued decrease
in the earnings and number of passengers carried by applicant upon
said branch line and that sald decrease is attridbutadle to the
{neresse in owaership and operation of privately owned eutomoblles;
that a large number of persons in the territory cerved by said
branch line, including & lerge number of studentis, are dependent
upon applicant for transportation service, as no éther common
carrier serves this district; that the present service is nmow con-
ducted at a cost of approximately tweaty-six (26) cents per mlle
and thet with the putting into effect of one-man car service,as
applied for, the cost of operation will be materially lessened
without a decrezse in the guantity of service now arfforded by
applicant, which consists of nine round trips per day between the
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11l:43 p.D.
| Tor further particulers concerning the operation of one-

man cars on said Forestville Branch, reference is made to the file
in said Application No. 13,544 and Decision No. 18,301.

The report of the Transportation Division shows that
the present coaditions om applican®'s Forestville Braunch Line,
as related to this application, are similar to those that existed
at the time o7 the hearing on Application No. 13,544, excepting
that the number of passenger trains operated over that line has
been reduced.

It appears to the Commission that this is not a matter
in which a‘public hearing is necessary and that the application

is reasonable and should be granted.

+7 IS EERESY ORDERED that permission and authority de

and it is héréby'granxed to The Petaluma snd Santa Rosa Railrodd
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Company, & corporation, to remodel a portion'or its passeager
equipment, by instelling thereon safety doors, dead~men control
and other avpropriate equipment, and thereafter operate sald
remodeled passenger equipment in single wnits with one‘employee
on the said Forestville Branch Line, under the following conditions,
viz: -

(1) The transportation rules of this compeny, in regard

to the Forestville Branch Line, shall be made appropriate for one-

man car‘operation and shall be submitted to the Commission for

approval before being made effective.

(2) All employees used in train service on the Forest-
ville Branéh'Liﬁe shall be required %o pass a satistactory.exami-
nation on the'transportation rules witkh particglar stress being.
placed upon all rules and instructions having fererence to one-
man car operation.

(3) Lights used as markers on all one~man cars shall
be illuminatéd by 0il or other dependable source of energy inde-
pendent of trolley current.

(4) The speed of all trains, except first-class tralms,
on the Forestville Brench Line must be so restricted that they canm,
at all ﬁimes, be stbpped within the range of vision.

(5) Fecilities for telephone communication by operators
of one-man-cars'with the troin dispetcker must be provided by
equipping ell one-man cars with a portable telephone set which
can be comnnected up by & simple attachmeat so thav cormunication
can be conveniently had with train dispatckers on short notice.

The Commission reserves the right to make such furtiaer

orders in this matter as to it may seem right and proper end to




revoke the suthorlty herein grented 1ir, in 1%s Judgment, the .

public convenience and necessity demand such actlon.

The authority herein granted shall become effective

on the date hereof. o~

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornia, this (d day

ot M , L929.
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Commt ssi oners.




