Decision No. 21035

BEFCRT TEE RAITRQAD COMLIOSSION OF TEEASQATE OF CALIFORNIAL

In the Matter of the application of
PICKVICK STAGES SYST=Y,

a corporation, foxr permission %o
abandon the operation of its auto~
moblle stage service oz a common
carrier of nassengers, daggage axnd
express, beltween Ferndridge and
Ferndale, Califoraia.

Application TWo. 15403

Wasson, for Applicant.
3rice, iz Propria persoxna,
Interested Farty.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

QPINION

In the above-zumbereld applicatiozn Pilckwick Stages
Systen seeks authority to abandon its passenger anl express
sexvice between Fernbridge and Ferndale in Humboldt County.

& pubdlic hearing herein was conlducted by Examiner
Williams at Ferzndale.

Applicant urges, az justification for abandomment of
gervice, that the operation is not patronized by the pudlie
and is unprofitedble; that it is a &iversion from local op-
eration between Zureka and Scotla and intermediate points on
the State Highway; that it is not recuired by pudlic con-

venience and necessity, as there is axnother service between

termini maintained dy CG. M. Brice which Iis adecquate for all




public needs, and that two services can rot be made profitadle
with the szmall volume of traffic.

The service sought to be discontinued i3 a part of the
local service lines accuired by applicant from West Coast
Ironsit Compazy under Decisions Nos. 17,078 anl 20,627 on
Application To. 12;927.-

The diversion from Fernbrilge to Ferndale is 5.25 miles
westwardly from the State Eighway and two schedules each wey
dalily are maintained, except ox Sundays. This service does
not connect with trains of the Northwesternm Pacific Rallway
at Ferxnbridge. Ixkibit No. 1 2£iled by epplicant shows an
average dally passenger movemeznt of 5.08 into Ferndale from
all points betweer Zureke ard Scotia, or 1.27 per trip. The
actual movement between Fermbridge and Ferndale was 1.002 daily
on tae four schedules. The period covered was from October,
1928, to March, 1929, irnclusive. Iuring the same perlod tke
revenue per mile (including express) was 089 cents, whaile the
expense was 49.88 cents per mile, ineluding allocation of the
drivers! wages foxr the trips, or 22.5 cents without sucx allp-
cation. No claim is mede that the local service deitween
Zureka and Scotia otherwise is unprofitable. Lpplicant as-
serts that relief from the diversion to Ferndale will enadle
it To give better service on its local line, by eliminating
1l xiles travel on i?s severasl sckzedules.

Applicant now operates two standard busses, one of 19
rassenger, and the other of 26 passenger capacity.

G. Z. Brice operates under suthority of this Commission

an automotive service Lor passergers and Zreight between Ferne

dridge and Feradele. He also transports United States mails.
He uses a lZ-passenger combination dbus for passengers, cipress

end mail, ond two trucks for freigat. 1. Brice testified




ne recelves only 2 passeager or two dally and that no passenger
gervice, without tze addition of mail and express can ve profit-
able. EHe nas bYeen in the transportation dusiness at Ferndale
for 40 years and regards the existeance of two services as un-
necessary to meet public need. IDe 2lso test;fied that the
population of Ferandale is 900 end that L1n the disirict, large-
1y given to dalxying and frult, there zre 2,000 persons and
1,200 2utomoviles. Similar testinmory 28 to necessity was given
Yy Do A. Francis of Ferndale. No one appeared in opposition.

The rates ckharged by applicant Pickwick Stagzes System are
25 cenvs one way deltweer Ferndbridge and Ferndale, and 435 cents
rownd trip. 3EBrice's rate iIs 40 ceats one way, and 50 cents
»round trip. 3rice svipulated that ac would reduce nls passen-
geT rates Vo the Plckwick amounts 1f the rickwick service is
authorized to bo cbandoned. His sckreduvle calls for four trips
d2ily, making reasonably close connections with 2all trains and
stages of applicant. Xe has joint jassexger rates with Forth-
wegtern Pacific zallway. He expects to give similar co-operation
to Rlckwick Stages Systiem.

Applicant®s express rates are the ztondard division and
trterdivision rates cuthorized over thc entire systen witk a

welght maximum of 100 pounds and minimurm charge of 25 cexnts.

Brice's rate applicadle te express and packages is $1.50 per

ton, or 7.5 per 100 pounds, with a mimimum of 50 cents. Cox-
parison of raves avallable for express and packages shows
Brice's to be lower tran that of applicant.

1% appears clear froxm trze record that gpylicant hes
Justified its purpose to abandor this service. The oxly

rortion of the pudblic that might be inconverlenceld is that




seeking trancportation Lrom points on applicant's local line
other than Feradbridge and who mow have through service. The
dulk of thls movement 1s between Ferndale to and Irom

and Fortuns und amourts to (Exnibit Xo. 1) 2.1 pesseagers dally.
Such a small movement will not be,se:iousiy inconvenienced by

dircet transfer 4o another svege.

The applicatior will e grarted witk the provision that

the discontinuence may not be made until G. i, Brice zas filed

with this Commission proper tariffs reduciang his passerger rates
; and whick rates shall be the same ag -Plexwick

Stages Systexm 20w charges. Brice's new passenger rates snould

2150 be corrected as to Jjolnt service wita other carriers.

Pickwick Stages System, having mede application to
abandon that portlion of 1ts local sexviee detweern Zureka and
Seotia between Ferrbridge and Ferzlale, a public hearing hav-
ing been held, tae matter haviug been duly submitied and znow
‘being ready for decision,--

I? IS ESREBY ORDERED that applicant Pickwick Stages
Systen bve, and it Lg, kereby authorized to abandon 1fs pas-
senger anl express dusiness between Ferabridge and Fernlale
as & part of Ltz local operation between RTureksa and Scotia
as authorized by Decislons Xos. 17,078 and 20;627 on Lppli-
cation No. 12,927, or otherwise; exd such rights are hereby
cancelled and anzulled.

IT IS FURTEER ORDERED tket the authority Qo grexted shall
not become effccetive until G. . Brice, operating passenger,
freight and express service between Fernbridge znd Fernlale,
snall nave filed with this Commiszion amended tarilil skhowing

a one-way rate of 25 cents between termini and 45 cents round-




trip, ifncluding amendment o2 Jjoint rates in the same propqrtions;
nor until applicant subsequently skall have posted notices of such
abandonment for ten (10) days in iis steges sexrving Ferndale and
ot 1Ts stations and terminals at Zureka and Scotlia and intermedi-
ates.

17 IS FURTEER ORDZRED that applicant Pickwick Stages System
cancel 1%s existing rates and time-tables for passenger and ex-
press beiween Fernbridge and Ferndale and between all other points
and Ferndale, as snown dy its ITxnibit "C™ attached to its appli-
cation hereinm.

IT IS FURTIER ORDERED that tke adandonment hereiln author-
1zed applies to the service between ant %o tkhe »oints named nerein,
and ¢oes not alter or amerd the local operation beiween Tureks and
Scotia in any other way; provided, applicent nay correct its time-~
table for such cperation to eliminate ;he service abandoned, sub=
Ject to the approval of this Commission.

For all other purposes the efféctive ¢ate of this order

shell be twenty (20) Gays from date nereof.

Tated at Sen Franecisco, Californzia, this EE*“J‘day of

, 1929,
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