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EXFc)!U; TEE MILRO.AD COLaiISSION OF TEE S!'J..TE OF CAL nOBNIA 

SEA.BOARD P:E:l'ROuma: COBPORAnON', ) 
) 

COI:l:plai:o.ant, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) Case No .. :2;629. 

TEE ATCEISON, TOPE'lA..A.I.~ ~"T.A. FE ) 
RA.ILWAY COM?,AA'"Y, ) 

LOS ANGELES AND SALT I.AXE RA.II30AD 
COMPANY, 

De!en.dants. 

E.M.A.vey ~d. Edgar B.. Byers, for c ocp1e,1nallt .. 

W.li..I.oves., A..S.:salsteaa., E.W.Ce.m:p and E.E. 
Bennett, to.r dete~ts. 

CARR, Commissioner: 

Co.Dl),:lla1IJ.ant is a. co.rporat ion engaged in the buying, 

selling, refining, marketing and shipping o.t petroleum and its 

products. By complaint tiled November 30, 1928, it is alleged 

tha.t the e.haJ:ges assessed 'by d~enda:c.ts on Il:'aJlle.rOUS carloads o."r 

petroleum and its products moving trom Bo.nlett, Calito.rnia., to 

1.es AngeJ.es, CaJ.1to.rn.1a, su.bseq.uent to. November 9, 1926 {amended 

to. read suosecruent to J"'anu.a:ry 8, 1927}, were, are and to.r the 

tuture Will be inapplicable under the tariff's, excessive, unjust. 

unreasonable, unduly preju~cial and discr1minato.r :r"1n v101~t1o.n 

of Sections 1:3 7 17 ~d 19 or the Public Utilities Act and 1n 

violat1o~ or the aggregate or 1ntermediate ~rov1s1ons o.t Section 



~(a) or the Act. Reparatio~ and a lawtul charge tor the future 

are sought. Rates are stated 1n cents per 100 pounds. 

A public hearing was held a.t Los .Angeles :May 9, 1929, 

before Commissioner Carr and the ease was submitted. At the 

hearing it develo~ed t~t the is~e was ess~tially one of tar-

1ft interpretation. 

Complainant's Shi~ments, consisting or approximatelT 

2000 cars or gas 011, originated at BUrnett, were torwarded to LoiS 

~eles via t=e Los Angeles &. Salt Lake Railroad am there tUJ:'lled 

over to The AtcD1son, Topeka and santa Fe tor swi tcbing to com-

pla.1nallt's industry, located on the rails of the latter line with-

in the Los Angeles switchi:lg limits. De:t"endants assessed a line 

haul :rate ot 3 cents :per 100 pounds, accruing to the Los Angeles 

&. Salt I.e.ke Railroaa., plus a switching charge o'! $2.70 per ear 

accruing to The Atchison, Topeka. and Santa. ]"e Railway. .At 'the 

time the shipments moved the Los Angeles &. Salt Lake :Railroad 

bad in ettect nom. LO:lg Beach, 3 ::niles beyond Burnett, to Los 

Angeles a line haul rate of the same volume as in et:t"ect from 

Burnett, and in addit1on. provided. tor the absorption ot the A.T. 

&. S.F.Ry. switching eha.rge at Los Angeles. Thus the ~plieable 

aggregate charge t'rom Bu.-nett exceeded by $2.70 per car that 

applicable ~o~ Long Beach. 
The line haul rate trom Long Beach was published in 

Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad Taritt 107-E, C.R.C. ZOO, here-

a:rt.er reterred to as the line haul tar1tt, and. the provision 

tor the absorption ot tlle Santa Fe srl.tcl:t.iDg charge was eonta.1n-

ed 1n Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad Termine.l Tariff No.200-E, 

C.R.C. NO. 289. The l1ne haul taritf contained. in Item No. 60 a 

reterence to the terminal tariff, which in et:!eet placed wi th1n 

the covers o:r the latter taritt· e.l.l t.he terminal aDd other char-

ges, privileges ruld allowances of' the term:in:~l tar1t:t". 



· The che.rge trom I..o:c.g Beach to pOints ,on the santa." Fe 

in Los .Angeles was subject. to Itel:l 5 or the line hnul. tari:rr 

wh1ch proVided.: 

wIn no ~se, except as otherwise specitically pro-
vided . herein, shall a g;r-eater charge be made between in-
termed.iat.e pOints on se.:ne line in same direction OIl 11ke 
property. * * * * ~ 

Noth1ng 1n the tar itt , "specificallY" or otherwise, in-

d1cates or provides that this rate does not appl:v as the l:rAX1mum 

at the intermediate po1n.ts, ot which Burnett is one. ne total. 

charge :t"rOm :tong Beach to an 1:a.d.ustry on the Sellta. Fe at Los An-

geles wa.s 3 cents per 100 pOWlds, hence ill m:; opinion and I so find, 

eOI:lIl1ainant' s shipments were charged $2.70 per ear in excess ot' 

the applicable tar1rrs in violation ot Section 17 or the Public 

Utilities Act. The overcharges should be refunded. 

This obvious construction ot' the ta.r1:rr :bas removed the 

cause tor the alleged violations or Sections 13, 19 and 24(a) or 
the Public Utilities Act. 

I recotmlend the follow1ng torm. or order: 

ORDER -------
This ease be1ng at issue upon complaint, tull lllve.s-

t1ga.t ion or the matters ar.d. things involved having been- had, and 

basing th.is order on the rind1:cgs ot :tact contained in the pre-

ceding opinion, 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERJID t:c.a.t detendants, Los Angeles &. 

Salt take Railroad. Compeny' and The A:tchison, Topeka and Santa. Fe 

Railway Com:p8JlY, accordi:l.g as they part:Lcipated in the transporta-

tion, 'be and they are hereby- e.uthor1zed aDd d,irected. to retund 

to complainant, Seaboard Petroleum Corporation, on or before 

July- l5, 1929, wit~ interes't at the rate or six (6} :per cent. per 

a.nnum., all charges collected in excess or ;5. cents per 100 pounds 

:tor the transportat ion ot compla1::u.r:.o.t' s Shipments o"! gas oU in-

volved in this proeecd1ng, moving su.bsequent to J"anu:trY 8, 1927, 

s. 



tl'om. Burnett to Lo s A:lgeles. 

The torego~ opinion and order are hereby approved 

and ordered tiled as the opinion and order of the Rail.road Com-

m1 ss10n of the state ot Calito:-n1a. 

Dated at S.~n Francisco, C:l11to::-nia, this Ir ttl day 

o~ May, 1929. .. ~' •• N~ , ~ . S'~ 
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