Decision No. 244149

BEFORZ TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION CF TES STAIE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matvter of the application

_ of

NCRTEWESTERN PACIFIC RallROAT
COMPANY, for permission to Te-
move station agent from Its
station =t Cazadero, Celifornic.

Applicatior No. 15344.

LNIPL W LNV L g W

R. W. Palmer, for gpplicart.

A. T. TVeston for Railway IXpress ALAgeLCT.

3. I. Donohue, for residents of Cazadero,
Protesterntise.

BY == COMMISSION:

In this proceeding Northwestern Pacific Railroed Compas
reguests pérmission to discontinue the maintensnce of = station
agent at Cazedero, on the Guermeville Brapeck, in Sonome County,

Californic.

4 pudlic hearizg wes teld in tkis metter before Exuminer

Sattervaite on April 8, 1928, 2t Sante Roste

Cezadero is located on Austin Creek, & tributary of
Russien River e&nd is the terminel of the Guerneville Branch of
applicent. The business tramnsecied at Cezadero Station for the
twelve month perlod endirg November 30, 1928, as skown by the 2p-=
plication, is as follows:

Revenue from pessenger tickets sold, . . o $972.15

Cexloed freight forwarded % received,. . . 2,975,185

L. Ce L. freight Torwerded & Teceived, « « 1,713.32

Cost of meinteining egenCY, o » » o o o o 1,779.82

The greater portior of the Compenyts business at ike
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agency is transected during vhe suxmer seasole

Along Austin Creek, irn tke viecinity of Cazadero, there
Zes developed o comparatively large surmer rescart colorny. In eddi-
tion to the meny privately owned resorts, the City of Berkeley owns
and operetes a large sumer camp at Cazedero. These resoris sre
ratronized by large numbers during vecation time, traveling both
by trzin end euto. MNost of ithose who travel by trein buy their
round trip tickets at the noint of origin and no portion of this
revenue is included in the revenue ¢f Cazadero »essepger business
showz sbove. These people, for the grealer »arlt, bave daggege o
be hendled and heve other business im and about the statior. The
agent &t Cazadero renders service to these people, althougk the
reverues derived from their tramsportation ere not credited %o
Cazadero station.

The record shows thet & considerable samount of less than
carload rréighx is kendled in end out of Cazadero. In the evert
that the agent is removed, ikhis freight would umdoubdtedly be left
in the freigkht house, either st skhipperts =isk, or under some ar-
rengenert of meinteaining e key iz the vicinity.

Freight service ic hendled by extre freight trains, nor=
melly overated twice 2 week, which arrives at Cezadero as early as
9:00 A. M. 2nd es late as 3:00 PM. TFreight treins leaving Cazadero
nave the same veristion of departure. With these veriations in
arrivel ard deperture, the shippers or receivers on thehl§ne would
spend a considerable amount of time waiting for trains ir-they did
not wish their Zreight leflt unprotected at the freight house, or

e

put to comnsiderable inconvenience, S P I

This stetion agent effords & serviée to the permerent
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residents of the district, due to tae fact thet many of them live

at considerable distances Irom the stafion and when Ireight is re-

ceived for thqm they are notified by the agent through the medil.

The nearest ageacy to Cezedero is at Duancan Xills, located a distance
of about eight (8) miles to the south. Likewise, when they have
freight 1o be'forwarded, it capn be signed for by the agent and proper-
ly tgken care of pending the time it i1s loaded on the trein. The
grenting of this epplicetlion was opposed by & nunber oL witresses
rrom the district as well as a representative from ihe recreation
department of the City of 3erkeley.

It eppears to the Commission that the maintenanée of this
agency is reasonably necessary for the ¢convenience of epplicant's
patrons, especially during the suxmer time ané that this & plicétion

sxould be denied.

Northwestern Pacirfic Railroad Company 2eaving mnede appli-
cetion for permission to discontinue its stetion agent at Cazadero,
Sonoma County, California, a public heexrizg neving been held, the
Commission beinz epprised of itze fects, +he zatter being under sub-
mission and reely for deéision, therefore

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED thet the ebove entitled procoeding

ve and it is heredby denied without prejudice.
The effective date of this order skell be twenty (20} days

from the dete hereof.
Dated at Sexn Francisco, Californie, thls /4%3- of Mey,

W,

Commissioners.




