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Decision No. 233124 .

BEFORE THE R4ILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the 4ipplication

of A. L. BRIDGEAM for certificate
of public convenience and necessity
t0 operate sautomobile sltage service
from Arizona State line neaxr Tuma,
and from Z1 Cextro To Nevada State
line via Needles.

Application No. 15395.
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Sloare and Sloane, by H. G. Sloane, for Applicant.
Liddy & Sherwin, bj- M. Tellefson, for Plickwick
Stages Systexm, rFroiestant.

J. W. Donchue, Lor Southern Pacific Company,
Protestant.

Robext Exys, for Z1 Centro Chember of Commerce
and Saz Diego Chamber of Corxmerce,
in support of 4pplication.

BY TZE COMNMISSICN:
CPINTION

Applicant requests permission to establish service
for the tramsportation of passengers, freight snd express bly
automobile stage from the California line near Yuma and
from E1 Centro, through Ogilty, via Blythe and Needles o
the Californiz line near Searchlight, Nevada, with no local
traflic between El Centro and Yuma and Ogilbdy.

Proposed rates for the service, as well as time
schedules and equipment to be used are duly set forth in
exhibits attacked to the application.

dublic hearing was held by Examiner Gannon at
Zl Centro at whlch time the matter was submitted and is now

ready for decision.




AS a basis for the necessity of the proposed service
it is urged by applicant that there now exists no means of
direct transportation between =1 Centro and Tuma on the one
hand, and Las Vegas, Nevada, on the other; that the develop-
ment ol Las Vegas end vicinity on account of impending
activities at Zoulder Dam demands regular and adequate ser-
vice for the transportation of passengers and property,
and that applicant has had frequent inquiries for such

service.

Applicent, testifying in his own behalf, stated
he had had some experience in the operation of stages and
that he was at present running a stage line between Las Vegas
and Searchlight, points within the State of Nevada and
proposed %o be served in the present application. It is
proposed that the stage from =l Centro meet the Yuma stage
at Ogilby and from this point to tramsport all passengers
in one vehicle, the route paralleling, in the main, the
Colorado River and serving Blythe, Rice, Vidal, Needles, and
thence on into Nevada serving Searchlight and Las Vegas.
There would be 2o locel business betweer El Centro and Ogllby
nor between Tuma and Ogildy. The distance from E1 Centro
to Las Vegas via the proposed route is approximately 50 miles
less than by existing stage route, and applicant stated the

trip could be made in twelve kours over fairly good "desert™
T08ds,

43 to the demand :co:'- the servioe, appliocant produced
no witnesses other than himself. He offered a petition

signed by sixteen residents along the proposed route re.éoring
the establishment of the service, and stated that he had deen

frequently importuned bo initiate this service by persons

residing along the route, some of whom were business men.

There was no evidence es to the number of bassengers or the
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volume of freight which might be expected. Applicant seemed
to have no adequate conception of operating costs, his
testimony being that it would c'ost him 2% cents per mile to
run his stages, which item, he explained, included only

repairs and replacements. He proposed to pay his driver

two cents per mile of operation.

The application was supported by the EL Centro
Chamber of Commerce through its secretary who appeared in '
person and stated that he was alse autharized to represent
the San Diego Chamber of Commerce which had endorsed the
application. It was the opinion of this witness that
applicaent could duild up a considgrable business destined
to Las Vegas and which might come as a result of the
activities attending the comstruction of Boulder Dam. Inm
khis Judgment the travelling public prefers the more direct
route between EL Certro and Blyth; s 1. e. via Ogildby, rather
than the other routes via Nilacd and Indio.

The application was protested by Southern Pacific
Company and Pickwick Stages System. At the hearing Southern
Pacific Company withdrew its protest upon applicant's
assurance that he intended no tie~up of through rates or
sexvice with any stage or truck lg.ne operating between
San Dliege and Imperisal Valley points.

Plckwick Stages System row operates from El Centro
to 3lythe via Indio and proposes %o oxtend this service on
to Las Vegas. This route, as far as Blythe, is approximately
fifty miles longer than that proposed in the application.
dccording to the testimony of this carrier's field engineer,
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the route via Indio is only 30 miles longer than

applicant®s and over more traversible roads, which would

ezable Pickwick to operate between EL Centro and Blythe in
the same time as Bridgham.

This protestant called a representative of the
dutomobile Clud of Southern California who testified that
he invariably recommended to tourists the route via Mecea,
which is the Indfo route, and which is somewhat the lonser
Toute dut affords the better highway throughout. They
occasionally route tourists via Niland but have had no in-
quiries regaxrding the Ogildy route.

We have given due consideration to the evidence herein
and coaclude that the showing made by applicant failed to
establish pudblic convenilence and necessity for the service
which he proposes. In fact, the record discloses little
more than applicant's desire to insugurate the service. Eis
owl testimony was that he had discussed the application with
residents of Las Vegas who scemed ™much enthused™, but there
was 2ot a single witness present at the Zearing to testify
that he would use the service and to what extent. The Com-
mission cannot grant certificates of public convenierce and
necessity on the mere hope or assumption that a service, once
established, may develop business. True, we cannot expect
complete proof in advance of granting a cexrtificate, dut on
the other hand there should be a bona fide and affirmative
showing, in some degree, of the necessity for the pProposed
service.

In the light of these considerstions we are of the
opinlon that the application should be dismissed without
prejudice, and the order will so direct.
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A public hearing having been held in the above
entitled proceeding, the matter heving been submitted,
and being ready for decision, A

IT IS IERESY ORDERED thet the application be and
the same is heredy dismissed without prejudice.

Dated at San Framcisco, Californila, this 2 éng
day of lay, l1929.
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