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Decision No. 21 1R

ZEFORT TER RAILRCLD COMMISSICON OF THE STATE OF CALIFOZNIA.

L’L..AS- IVA CIJ&RK, et &l.,
Complainants,
Case No. 2631.

Ve

CALITORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPAXY,
o corporation,

Deferdant.

s e W e Gy F M e e I G A P e

Jay A. Eirmer, for East Bakersfield Vater Consumers.
MeCutchen, Olney, Monron & Greene, by V.E. Kleven,
Zor the Defendant.
Walter Osbora, City Attorrey of Rekersfield,
for the City of Bekersficlde.

CARR, COMMISSICKER:

Compleinents, water consuners on the Bakersfield sys-
%em of the Californis Voter Service Compaxny, set up the cledxm
that the defendant's rates in Bakersfield zre unreasonable, axd,
more particularly, that e discriminavory coxzditlion exists in
that city, in that consumers in onme porilon of the city are
largely uper & 2let rate basls, while those in the remainder
are largely upozn & meter desis. o

Public hearings were held before Commissiorzer Carr at
Baxersfield oz Mexrck 25, 1929, and on M2y 7, 1929, at the latter
of wnhich hearings engineers of the Coxmission suggested several
vocsible schedules calculated to remove whet was admitted to e
g disceriminatory rete situation which had arisen from the cc-

guisition by the defendant of two separate local weter companles
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theretorore serving Zast and West Bakersfield respectively, each
with its own separate and distinct rate siructure.

Since the last hearing there hes veen filed with the
Commission a stipulation by the complainants, the City of Bakers=-
field and the company, beimg sll of the parties appearing in the
case, providing for a uxiform rete sitructure in Bakersfield and
for & dismissal of the cases TRhe rprovision for dismissal seens
intended to be in the nature of o disposal of the case, lollowing
a satisfaction of the complaint by the company through the tender
of a new rate structure based upor its present schedule in Test
BaXersfield (where Zlat rates prevail), modified as follows:

Tirst: The present itexm inAthe £lat rate schedule Tor
a charge on automobiles 1s to be eliminated.

Second: Residerce comsumers shall have the option of
being served at flat rates or at the present meler rates (optional

meter rates in west Bakersfield and meter rates in Zast Bakersfield

being the same), such option, when exercised, not to be changed for

a period of one yesre
Tmird: The company shall have e similar ozpticn to meter

Business end indusirial comsumers now om & flat rate dasise

e rate plen thus egreed upon will mesn some reductlion
{n revenue %o the compeny end Will place everyone in Bakersfield
uper & similar basiss It should be approved.

T™wo matters, however, should be given orief reference.
An extersive use of flat rates in Zest Bakersfleld nmay, by in-
creasing the demand upon the water systen, work some impalrrent
in the quality of the service for a few mortis this summer until
certain chapges in the facilities of the company &are effected.
Agein, changing Irom meler %o #1a% rate service which, as desired

by the consurers now on +he metered basis, is to be made immediately
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will involve some complicetions Irn the wey of proratizg bdills, dut
the desire evidenced by both the consuxers and the company W work
outv in s fair way the peculiiar situation existing in Bakérsrield
will doudtless extend over tre transition period anrd make 1t pos-
sidle to elfect the charges with a minimum of Lriction &xnd dif-
Ziculty.

There having been Ziled herein e stipuleticr by the
parties appearing therein accepting the rate structure referred
to 1in the opinion as a satisfectiozn of the compleint, and 1t
appearirg that this rate structure is, under all circumstances,

& regsonable one,
IT IS EZRIBY CRDERED +hat California Tater Service Conm=

pany, a corporatiom, forthwith file and place iz efL¢¢y §ehedulss

and rules for its Bakersfield service as indicated In the oninfon

end in conformity with the stipulatlon on file herein, and tkat
trereupon the compleint be satisfied end dismissed, this order
to take effect at once.

The foregoing opinior and order are hereby approved and

ordered Tiled as the opinion and order of the Railroad Commission.

, Deted st San Francisco, Californiam, thls Syl day of
/%1(4/{/4/ , 1929, ’ .

hie

Cormissioners.




