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In the Matter of the ALpplicaiion of
PAUL DERKMRI (as successor to Paul De~kum
and Cherles E. Sansome) for a certifi-
cate of public convenlence and necessity
To onerate an automebile stage service
for the carriage of passengers, thelr
baggage 2nd express (1) between Ozena
and Ozens Junction, Califoraia, and (2)
to merge aud counsolildate said service
with said Peul Derkum's existing stage
service between Bakersfield and Senta
Warla, California.

Application No. 13760
(imended)

In the lMatter of the Applicetion of
Chas. Z. Sazmsome, Walter Boyd and

Earl C. Cook, a co-partzmersaip, Lfor
cexrtilicate of public conveniexnce and
necessity Lo operate Automobile Stege
Passenger service and express service
between Fellows, Taft, Maricope, Ventura
and intermediate points.

Application No. 15387
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Xidd, Schell end Delamer, by E. W. Xidd for
dpplicants in Application No. 13760.

Coker TF. Rathbone for 4pplicarts in
application No. 15337.

Zarl i. Bagby fox California Transit Conpeny
Protesting both applications.

C. C. Hayworth for Xern County Transportation
ggmpany, Protestant in application No.
760.

BY TES COMMISSION:

CPINXION

Applicents herein each seekx a certificate of public

convenience and necessity 0 establish a2nd operate zuto

stage service £or passengers cxd their beggage and exXpress




between Maricopa and Ventura, via Wheelers Hot Springs

and Ojai.
Hearings were conducted by Examiner Williams at

Ventura end Maricopa.

The original application of Derkum and Sansome, 60-
partuers, provided Ior a new service between Maricopa
and Wheeler's Hot Springs, this service to be merged with
Derkum's service betweern Los ingeles and Wheelers Hot
Springs and also with Sadeome's service from MeXittrick to
Maricopa. At the Ventura hearing in Angust, 1927, it was
disclosed that no road exists for 13 miles of the distance
between Maricopa and Wheelers Eot Springs, and that it would:
be more than a year before a traversibdle road would be
available. TUpon this showing the application was removed
from the calendar. Sudsequently the co=-partnership of
Derkum and Sansonme was dissolved, Sansome retiring. Derkum
then amended his application to give service from Ozena
Junetion to Ozena.

Subsequently, also, Sansome, Boyd and Cook, co-
partners, filed Application No. 15357 for a certificate betweexn
Maricopa and Venturz. it the hearing at Naxicopa May 7,

1929 the road condition was practically unchanged and applicants
asked that their application go off the calendaxr, which motion
was granted.

The hearing continued on Derkum's application to
extend his Bakersfield to Santa Maria stage servioce from

Ozena Junction, 17 miles. west of Maricopa to Ozena, 20 miles

south.

He proposes a schedule leaving Bakersfield at 6:30 a.m.
and arriving at Ozena at 10:05 a.n., the distance being




89 niles. The vehicle would then make a shuttle trip
connecting with mid-day schedules from and to Bakersfield
and Santa Maria and return to Bakersfield at 4:00 p.m.,
arriving at destination at 7:50 p. m. This involves 178
additional car miles which Derkum estimated will cost from
10 to 16 cents per mile depending on tire wear. Assuming _
that 13 cents is the cost per mile the operation will
require $23.14 dafly for operating costs. The rate pro-
posed between Bakersfield and Ozena, $3.80 one way, will
require slx one way passengers to pay the cost of operation.
How far this will be accomplished will bde found in the
testinony showing need and volume.

4pplicant Derkum testified that he based his
expectation of volume mainly or the coming and going of
labor from a road construction camp to be established about
twelve miles southk of Ozena Junetion. This lebor will be
used in dullding the first twenty miles of the new road
between Maricopa and Tentura and which is the Joint enter-
prise of a district composed of Kern-Vemtura and Sants
Barbara Counties, with substantial aid from the Celifornia
HEighway Division and the federal goverament. This road,
eventually, will de a concrete highway dut the work on the
ti'fst section is only grading and sudb-structure. It will
not be traversidble for six months or more. The service
proposed by Deriun will use the existing dirt road,
paralleling very closely the new highway. Derkum testified
he had been informed by Mr. MclMasters, foreman of the namp,
that from 30 to 70 men will de employed and a labor turnover
of from three to five dafly is anticipated —- a monthly




turnover of more than 100%. Applicant expects this traffic
to move from Bakersrield or NMaricopa; perbaps & few from
Senta Maria. In addition ke expects to serve the 150
persons, or thereabout, in the lower Cuyama Valley, scattered
along the line; also hunters, campers and others seeking
the virgin forests of the Sente Barbara forest reserve be-
yond Ozena. There is no road south of Ozena. Hedld not
estimate the daily volume but sald he is willing and
Tfinancially able to pioneer the oOperation until it decomes
profitadble.

In his behalf applicant produced A. R. Ainsworth,
State Fish and Game Warden of the Cuyema district who
testified that the serwvice proposed will be a comvenience
as most of the settlers in the Cuyama south distriot trade
at Maricopa; that a great many hunters and fishers sesk
the region. He estimated the population at not less than
140. Dr. X. D. Cook, piysician of Maricopa testified
lack of pudlic transportatiorn about Ozena isolated residents
Irom medical aid and that in one instance a woman had Jied
before medicazl assistance could reach her. DPerry Brites,
Supervisor of Kern County and road supervisor of the
Cuyama d.:!.stric@, expressed the opinion that stage service
is needed for passengers, baggage and express. Similar
testimony was given by Z. E. Ballagh, City Clerk of Maricopa,
George E. Feister of Maricopa and Ray T. Campbell, formerly
a homesteader at Ozena, now at Bakersfield.

J. R. Connelly, testifying in bekalf of protestants,
said there were only about 30 people in the Ozena district
and that others live at a distance of from one to five




miles from the road. <C. B. Warner, Manager of Maricopa
Water Compexy testiflied similarly, and added that Maricopa
water services had decreased from 650 In 1914 to 350 in
1929. Joseph Fazekas who has carried for several years
the rural Iree mall route between Ozena Junction and Ozena
testified there are only about 15 families, that he had
not heard of any demand for stage service and that ke had
carried dbut three "pick up™ passengers in six months.

In rebuttal it was stipulated that A. L. Ringle,
druggist, J. R. 4nderson, Justice of the Peace and Carl
Von der Horck, bank attache would testify the same as
applicant®s witnesses.

Such & showing we do not believe furnished a

sufficient basis for granting the certificate Lerein
sought. Derkum's Bakersfield-Santa Maria line, of which

this service is to be a part, is not profitable and still

is in the pioneering stage. This he admitted. It calls
for 254 car miles, with two vehicles datly. To add to

thizg 175 miles of additional durden with the meager prospsct

of additional business, as shown by the reccrd, is contrary
to the Commission’s established policy. In additfon it
would permit a;pplicant to engage in what palpably is an
imprudent venture although he expresses readiness and
financiel abllity %0 Meintain {t. in order denying the

application will be entered.

ORDER

Paul Derkum, successor to Derkum and Sansome, a ¢co-
partnership, having made application to establish axtomotive




stage service between Ozena Junotion and Ozena, and to
merge same with his operation detween Bakersfield and
Santa Mhria,'as authorized by Decision 19626 on Application
No. 14359, a public hearing having been held, the matter
having been duly submitted and now being ready for decisioxn,

THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
heredy declares that public convenlence and nedessity do
not require the service as proposed by applicant, and

IT XS HEREBY ORDERZD that the application be and
the same lheredy is denied. :

Dated at San Francisco, California, this jf“éé(’
day of /}Aémé__\ » 1929.

AN

J

Commissioners.




