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ImFOIm m Rml10.A.D COMMISSION OF TEE ST.m CF CJI.IFCBNIA. 

:en the Matter or the '&ppJ.1cat1on 
ot DEL'UIE M~OR 'ro'OBS COMPANY, a. 
corporation. tor eertiticate or 

) 

) 
:pub~1c convenience and n80GS31'ty' Appl.1oa.t1oll No. l.5283. 
to operate passenger service as 8. ) 
oommOll. carrier 'between San. 
Freulo1soo and Yosemite Val.l.ey- via ) 
Del Monte. 

--------------------------) 
R. W. Macdonald tor Applicant. 

Brobeck, PhJ.egex- &. Harrison~ by J'as. S. Moore, Jr •• 
tor Yose.:ni te Park and Cttrry' Co., Protestant. 

Ear~ A. Bagby, ror Cal1tom1a 1'ransi t CompaIly' 
and Piokwick Stages System, Protestants. 

E:. \1. Hobbs, tor Southern Paoific CompaD.7, 
Southern Pac1t1c Motor Transport Comp8.ll7 and 
Cal1torn1a Par~or car Tours, Inc •• Protestants. 

R. W. Robbs and. W. L. White, tor Yosem1 te Valley' 
Ra.1lroad Co., Protestant. 

P~att Kent and L. R. Everett, tor Atchison. 
Topeka and Santa Fe Rall:way Co., Protestant. 

:sr THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

Th1s is an. application bY' De Luxe Motor 'I'ours ComP8Xll'" 

tor authOrity to operate an all-paid sight-seeing service 

between san FX-ano1soo, Del Monte and Yosemite National Park, 

returning to sa:a. Francisco Via the San J'oaqu1l1 ValleY'. 

AOoompanying the application are proposed time sohedul.es and 

rates ot tare, as wel~ as an exhibit 1llustrative ot the 

equipment to be used. . 

A publiC h lsar1ng was held betore 'Examiner Gannon at 

San FranCiSCO, the matter was subm1 tted and is now ready 
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tor decision. 

The application sets torth that the ptU"pOse or the 

pl'Oposed tour is to turn~sh sight-seeing serv1 oe to tour1sts 

desiring to visit both Del Uonte. and Yosem1 te National 

Park on a stngle tr1p. The application turther recites tnat . . . 
8. permit had be.en granted bY' the National. Pa:rk Service allow

ing applicant to operate the proposed tour into Yosemite 

National Park, but at the hearing an 8J1l.endment wa.s ott'ered 

propoa1ng to turn passengers over to Yosem1 te Park and . . . 

Curr.r Company tor transporta.tion 1nto and tbrougb. the Park. 
~ . . 

applicant camp~ was the'only witness who testified at the . . 
hearing 1n support ot the application. Be outlined his ... -
otter or service as tollows: . . 

Starting at san ~eiseo, the route is over the . 
Skyline Boulevard. to Del1!Onte, stepptng en route at Santa cra.z, 
Big Trees and the Seventeett MUe Drl~ on Montere,- ~, 

thence over the San JUan grade. to. Holl1ster and via PacheGO 

Pass to. Merced. At this point passengers w1ll be tu:rned ever 

to Yosemite Park and Cuny Company who 1t'1ll transport them. 

into Yosem1 te National Park ill. their own busses, return1ng 
, , 

them to Meroed. where applicant aga.1n ass:ames charge ot tho 

tour. From Merced the return to san FranCisco is made via 

Modesto, TracY', Livermore and over the new bridge between 
-

R.ayward and. San Mateo. 'rho tr1p embraces a total mileage 

ot 602 m.1les and the cost is tixed at $85.00, or which 

~.31 is allocated to. transportation, $12.75 to commission 
~ 

and $32.25 to d1reet passenger cost, including hotels, meals. 

ete. This would ~e8.ve a. Fo!'i t on each passenger o!' $4.69 
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baaed on an e1gh.ty per oant ~oa.d. It is propoaed to use 

. tlrenty-fi ve l>assenger parlor ears ~ leaVing San Franc1sco 

at 8:00 a.m.., returning at 6:00 p.m.. on the fourth day, 
'. , 

with all expenses :paid, and hotel' and other aeeomodationa 
" . .. 

to be tirst-class. ~e period ot operation would, be tor 
three montha beginning about ~ 12th. 

~. to the trequency ot trips, the 1F1tnesB: tes~1t1ed 

that he intended to. run. only when he had surt10:1ent Pu.~~ 

e:a.gers, "occasional. tours." as he described them, and. that 
. .. ... . .. ', , . 
less than fitteen passengers' would be a los1ng venture • . '~.'" ... . .. \ . 

From. conversations had w1 th various travel bureaus he W'a8 . , . . 
or, the op1n1on that ,there wa.s a demend 'tor a tour or this 

... .... . -. ,.. 

ld.n.d, espec1a.J.l.y rrom. Eastern tourists, though on. oross-- . ',. 

eX1ltmi nat1on. he admitted that the demand would llave to be 

created by an intensive adverti8ing. eem.pa1gn. - . 
~e application. was protested by three railroads, 

by ~our stage lines, 'and by one sight-seeing service. ~1Te 
, . 

or these protestants jo1n.ed 1n a briet tiled subse~en.t to 
... '. .'.' . 

the ~1ng. '!'he basis ot these Pl'Ot~sts gene~, 1~ . 

alleged to be (a) lack ot demand tor the proposed service, . ' .... 

and (b) 1nabUity' ot applicant to properll" render the .. .. 
serv1ce sl:J.ould such servioe be required. The test1lllony-

or ticket agents representing competing stage ~1ne8 was that .. '. . " -
they had hAd no re~est$ tbr a sight-seeing ,tour combining 

~ .. . ; . 
Del. Monte and Yosem.1te Valle;r,_notwithstand1ng they handl.ed ,.' - .. "" . 
tiokets tor 8triet~ sight-seeing eo:mpaJ::des. v Bepr&aentat1ves 

.. _." , 

or the SOuthern Pa.c1t1e Company end" the Atch1~n. Topelal &. 
... ~ ~ I , 

Santa Fe ~ Company testitied that the business ot both ' - ... ","., 
these rail lines 1n.to Yosem1 to Valle,. had tallen ott 1:0. .'" . . ~ 

.. 

; 



recent years due to the competition ot private cars and , 

autO' stages, 'but that dospi to th1a raot adequate and satis

faotory 8erv1~ 11'a8 bei'llg ma1ntainedbetlreen San Fran 0 1&00 

and the Valle,.. Southern Pac1tic Com.~ made a1m1J.ar 

representations as "to sen1 ee between Bay Points and 

Del Monte, 'both raU l..1nes supporting suoh test1m.o~ b7 

exhibits.. Calitornia Transit Compa%l7 also ottered test1lD.ony 

telldi1:lg to aet torth the adequaoy of its O'ft.ll serv1 oe bens'en 

San F.rano1soo and Meroed and ot other stage servioe to 

De1"Monte • 

.A. 'revt.ew ot the record herein ta:Ua to1nd1~lte ally' 

evidence just1ty1tlg the authOrization or 'servioe proposed bY' 

a;ppl1aant. Standing ent1rely unsupported is the desire' ot 
appl10ant to turn1sh a certa1ll. type ot service between the 

points involved. The record is quite barren -or evidenoe 

that suoh servioe would have any patronage. Tonere m~ be 

:tuture pro,peats 'but ~there is no present demand. We "'are 

aware that a s1ght-aeeing servioe is essentially d1tterent 

tram a striotly transportation servioe, and the neoess1ty there

roro 'oannot a.lways be proved 'by pro~peoti ve uaers, neverth.lesa 

the Commission cannot grant certificates upon the mere un_ 

supported statement ot applioants that they desire to 

establish meA servioe 1n the hope that it '1JJIJ:1' develop. under 

~ea. o1rcumatancea it 1a not nooessary ror us to co:c.a1der 

herein 'the ~iti~t1011S Or the appli~t nor his t1nano1al 

and opel"at1ng ab1lity. The appl1oa.t1on will be den1ed~ 

ORDER 

A public hearing haV1llg been held in the above 8ll-

titl.ed appl.1ca.t1on, the matter haVing been submitted e.nd be1Dg 



'no. ready tor decision, ;' ! I' 

IT,'IS EEREBY ORDEREI> that the application 'ot'De Luxe 

Motor. Tours Company, a corporation', be :md'the same is 

hueb:r dallied. " , 

Dated at san FranCiSCO, Calitomia, this d ¥day' 
.:Tlme, 1.929. 

'"" ... 
, Com.m1s~oller$. , 

.. ." 

.,. . , ... ... " 

". 
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