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Decision No. 24 & T .

BEFORE THE RAJLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
e aadOOmmm-

In the Matter of the Application
of DELIXE MOTOR TOURS COMPANY, a

corporation, for certificate of
public convenience and necessity . Application No. l1l5283.

)
)
to operate passenger service as a )
comon carrier bhetween San :
Franocisco and Yosemite Valley via )
Del Nonte. )

R. W. Macdonald for Applicant.

Brobeck, Fhleger & Harrison, by Jas. S. Moore, Jr.,
for Yosemite Park and Cuxrry Co., Frotestant.

Raxrl A. Bagby, for Califormia Transit Company
and Pickwick Stages System, Protestants.

H., V., Hobbs, for Southern Pecific Company,
Southern Pacific Motor Transport Company and
California Parlor Car Tours, Inc.,Frotestants.

H. W. Hobbs and W. L. White, for Yosemite Valley
Railroad Co., Protestant.

Platt EKent and L. R. Everett, for Atchisam,
Topeke and Santa Fe Railway Co., Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINTON

This 1s an application by De Luxe Motor Tours Company

for authority to operate an all-paid sigb.t-seeing service

between San Francisco, Del Monte and Yosemite National Park,
returning to San Francisco via the San Joaquin Valley.
Adcoompanying the application are proposed time schedules and
Tates of fare, as well as an exhibit illustrative of the
equipment to be used. .

4 public heering was held before Examiner Gannon at
San Francisco, the matter was submitted and is now roady




foxr decision.

The application sets forth that tha purpose of the
proposed tour is to furnish sight-seeing service to tourists
desiring to visit both Del Monte and Yosemite National
Park on a single trip. The #pplication @rther roc:&tes thg,t
a permit had been granted by the Nationeal Parlg Sexrvice allow-
ing applicant to operate the proposed tour into Yosemite
National Park, but at the hearing an amendment was offered
proposing tct tq.rn passengers over 1o Yogemite Paxk and
Curry Compeny for transportation into Fand. thrqfagh the Park.

Herman R.' Hewelcke, President and lManager of
applicant company was the only witness yho testified _a.t the
hearing in e:upgort ot _'t:he application. He outlina@ his
offer of service as follows: . '

Sta:::tin_g at San h'ancigco, the mﬁte 1.9: over the
Skyline Boulevard to Del Monte, stopping er route at Santa Cruz,
Big Trees and the Sovéntee::- Mtle Drive on lfgz:tterey Bay,

-

thence over the San Juan grade to Hollister and via Pacheeso
Pass to Merced. At this point passengers will be turned over
to Yosemite Park and Curry Compeny who will trensport them
into Yosemite National Park in their own busses, returning

them to Merced where apﬁlica.nt agein assumes .charge of éh&
tour. From Merced the return t;> San Francisco is made via
Mod.esto, ;'L'racy, Livern;ore and over the new bridge between
Mrd and San Meteo. The trTip embraces a total m:u:eage
of 602 miles and the cost 1s fixed at $85.00, of which
$35.31 is allocated to transportation, $12.75 to commission
and $32.25 to direct “passenger cost, including hotels, meals,
etc. This would leave a profit on each passenger of %.69




be.sed ox an eighty per cent load. It is proposed to use
.twmty-nve Passenger parlor cars, leaving Se.n Francisco
at 8 OO Bellle retuming at 6:00 p.m. on the rourth d&y,
with ell expenses pald, and hotel and otb.er eceomodations
(.te be rirst-class. The period of operation would be for

three months begi:ming about May l2th. . _
As to the rrequency of trips, the witness testiﬁ.ed

thet he i.ntended to run only when he had sufficient pass-
engers, "occe.sional tonrs" 25 he described them, and that
1ess then ritteen passengers would be a losing venture.

- -

Hom conversations had with various travel bm.-eaus he was
or the opini.on that tnere was & demend ror a tour of th:!.s
kin& espeoia.'l.ly rmm Eestern tonrists, though on cross-
eminntion he admitted. that the demand would have to be
orea.ted by en intensive advertis:l.ng caxpalgne
Ihe applieat:t.on was protested by three reilroads. .
by rour ste.ge lines, e.nd by one sight-seeing service. Five
er these protestents Joined in a brief filed snbsequent to
?he hearing. . The basis of these protests generally is
| elleged to de (a) lack of demand for the pro:pesed service,
a.nd. (b) 1nnbility of applicant to properly Tender the
serviee should such serviee be requ.ired. The testimony
~or t:!.eket agents representing competing stage 1:!.nes was that
they hsd hed no req;aests for a sig,ht-seeing tour oombining
Del Monte and Yosemite Valley, . nomthste,nding they hendled
t:.ckets for strictly sight-seoing companies. ‘Representatives
of the Southern Pacific Company ernd the .A.Eeh:!.sen, Topeka &
Sa.nta I“e Railway Company testitied—ﬂtl;at the business of bth} ‘

these rail li.ne.s into Yosemite Valley had fallen off in




recent years due to the competition of private cars and

auto stages, but that despite this faot adequate and satise-
factory servioce was being maintained between San Frﬁnoisoo
and the Valley. Southern Pacific Company made similaxr
representations as to service between Bay points and

Del Monte, both rail lines supporting such testimony by
exhibits. . Celifornia Transit Company also offered testimony

tending to set forth the adequacy of its own service between

Sar Francisco and Merced and of other stage service to
Del Monte. - .

4 Toview of the record herein fails to indicate any
" evidence justifying the authorization of service proposed by
applicant. Standing entirely unsupported is the desire of
- applicant to furnish a certain type of service betwsen the
points involved. The record is quite barren-of evidence
that such service would have any paxronago; Thexre may be
future prospects dut ‘there is no present demand. We -are
aware that a sight-seeing service is essentially different
from a strictly transportation service, and the necessity there-
fore cannot always be proved by prospective users, nevertheleas
the Commission cannot grant certificates upon the mere un-
supported statement of applicants that they desire to
establish such service in the hope that it may develop. TUnder
these oiroumstances it is not necessary for us to consider
herein the qualifications of the applicant nor his finanocial
and operating ability. The application will be denied.

-

ORDER

4 public hearing having been held in the above en~
titled application, the matter having been submitted and being




-now- ready for decision,
- - IT-IS HEREBY 6RDERED that the applicatiqn-or‘De Laxe
Motor. Tours Company, & ccrporation, be and the same is
hereby denied.
Dated at San Francisco, California, this _May
June, 1929. |
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