
Decision Nc. __ ')_· ~i-' ..... t .... ~ ..... · ..f .... ; ,_. __ 

BEFORE T.EX RUI.ROAD COMMISSION OF TRE STATE OF C.:J:.IFO:RNI..b.. 

The C1 tj" or Santa. Barbara, e.. 
mun1cipal corporat1on, 

Vs. 

) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILRO.A.D COMP..U-"Y, } 
a. corporat1on, } 

} 
Defendant. } 

----------~-------------) 

case No. 2648. 

s. :. :a~) tor C1 ty ot Santa 
Barbara, Co::t:?le.1nan t. 

D. ]!. Cross:te.:l, for SOuthern Pae1ti0 
Company, netenda!l.t. 

BY T.ES COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
~------ ..... 

I:l t:bj.s compla.1nt, the C1 ty or Santa Barbe.:..'"& asks. 

tha.t this CoIm:1:1.ss1o::l. issue its order requ1r1llg southern Pae1!1e 

Compe.:o.y' to construct a publlc cross.1ng over 1 ts tracks at .ll1sos 

Street, in. said city. 
A ~ublie hea=1ng was held ~ this matter betore EXBrn1ner 

7t'Ul1w:lS on Mareh 12, 1929, 1ll SantaBarbara. 

The Southern Pacific Co::n.pa:c.y's tracks, in tra:vers1llg 

the southerly portion ot the C1 ty ot Santa Barbara%! cross M1lpas 
'-... Street at grade., a main northwest and southeast street in the 

01 ty_ A.l1sos Street is parallel to and. one bloek :lortheast or 

W.:1lpa.s Street. Puento Gordo Street ::-ens at right angles to M1lpas 

Street e.nd Al1sos Stroot a=.d in.tersects 111sos street immediately 

southeast or the proposed crossing-
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M1J.pas Street is CO::::lst::-ucted across the re.1lroe..d a:ld 

serves as the main connect1on between the ocean beach, to the 

south, ~d the residential section or the city. Puento Gordo 

Street is also constructee! at gre.de across the ra1lroad, and 

p:rotected With. an automatic nagman. The cros.sing ot Puente 

Gordo Street is located approx1::le..tely one hundred and t'11"ty -elSO) 

teet east trom the :pro:posed crossing or .Aliso$. Street. 

It is the oontent1on ot' the city that, 'VUlerJ. the raUroa;.d 

was first co:c.structed through Santa Barb.al"a, a crossing was pro-

vided 'by :proper city ordinances e.t Al1sos Street) but test1mony 

Shows that no crossing has existed at this looation tor at least 

twenty years. It appears to the Co~ssion) due to the tact that 

no crossing has existed t'or so long a. pe::-iod, that this matter 

should 'be cOlls1dered. 1n the light ot a. new crossing at grade. As 

a. new crossing, it is justified by the testimony as an improvement 

over the da.ngl~us. use o~ the erossing at Puento GOrdo street, 

wh1eh is acco~11shed. by a lett tUIll over a :prl'Vate roadway e.n.d a. 
sharp r1Sht til%'n o~,: the tra.o~. 1'.l:le tr~c us:1ne Al.1sos Street 

ahouJ.d have c.. direot oross1ng~ whioh vAll pem1 t remo'VOJ.. of' the 

ha.zard.s at Puento GoX'd.o Street. 

The 01 ty rurtller contend.s tha.t tho one orossing .a.t M1J.:;?t:1.3 

Street is not surr1e1e:o.t t~ properlY' h8.l:ldle the trattic t'l.ow1ng 

between the ocean 'beach and the 01 ty. This is largely due to the 

t'act tha.t the crossing involves eight traoks. and vell1.euJ.e.r tre.:t't1.o 

noW' is 1nter:eerred nth by switeh.1ng and train movements over the 

crossing. By the open1ng or .l;U1sos street e.cross the ra1lroad. an 

adcl1 tione.l. trat'fic artery W1l1 be art'orded. w1l1ch wouJ.d re~1eve the 

Mllpa.s Street crossing. 

It has long 'been the pol1cy ot' the Commission not to 

grant additional crossings at close proximity to existing grade 



" 

oross1nss. The record in thi s proceeding, however, ind1ca.tes tha.t 

the tratt1c along Puento Gordo Street is comparatively l1e;b.t. .A.s-' 

sum1ng that the crossing a.t Al1sos street was ope:led, it appears 

that tha.t tratt1c wb1eh now 'Uses the P\le:l.to GOrdo Stree~ crossing 

could be diverted around one block and use the crossing proposed 

herein. llisos St=eet south o"r the railroad has recently been 

1mprovGd W1 ~ a. high tYl'o or :pavement and 1 t is the :plan of: the 

city to pave ~1s street north or the ra1lroad. 

Wi th the exception ot the crossings heretofore mentioned, 

there are no others in the immedia.te vicinity and none likely to be 

applied tor on account ot the tact that a l~n is located to the 

east ot .ll.1sos Street and low ~l>Y grot:.Ud is located to the west 

or M11~as Street. 

Southern Pa.ci1'1c Co:tll'e.D.Y did not ser10usly op:pose the 

construction ot the proposed. crossing provided tha.t the one a.t 

Puen to Gordo Street 'be clos~ or the two 'be comb 1n.ed. into one cross-

ing. 

It appear:; to the CO::rmrl.ss1on that ,U1sos street should 

be opened a.t grade across the ra1lroad :providing the crossing or 

Pu~to Gordo Street is closed. 

1..t the location of the ~roposed crossing the ra1lroad 

maintains two main tracks and one spur track leading to the stock 

corral west o"r Milpe.s Street. The s.pur track has its beginning, 

or sn tch layout, on the site 01: tb.e pro!,osed crossing. To properly 

con$truct this oross1ng the switch Should be relocated. The 

record clearly shows that the corral spur couJ.d 'be connected to the 

round house lead west of Al1sos Street and. thereby remove 1 t entirely 

t'rom AJ.1sos Street. The crossing a.t Puento Gord.o Street is now 

protected 'by a vdg«ag s1gc.al, m1eh should 'be moved to !Jroteet 
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the proposed A1isos Street crossing i~ constructed. 

ORDER -----
The City or Se.nta Barbara having tiled rormal complaint 

against Southern Pacific Company, asking that Southern Pacit1c 

Comparny be required to construct a roadway across its tracks at 

Alisos Street, a public hearing having be~ held. the Commis-

sf.on being a:pprised or the tacts, the lIB. tter be1ng under su1:mis-

s10n and ready tor decision, therefore . 

IT IS :s:E:RlmY OBDERED that :permission and author1.ty be 

and it is here"oy granted to the City or Santa Barbara to construct 

Al1sos Street at grade across the tracks or Soutbem Pacit.[c Com-

pa:oy in the City or Santa. Barbara. County or Santa Barbara, State 

or Ce.l1torn.1a, at the location as shown by the map (marked D-330) 

:t::lJad with the Commission ]"ebruary ~5, 1929, and made a part 

or the c o:npla in t; 

, The above Ol"O'ss1ng shall be 1dent1t1ed as Crossing 

No. E-371.9. 

S~1d orosstng shall be oonstructed subject to the follow-

ing conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire cost of' oODStruct1ng the c:rossLXlg ::hall 

be borne by the City of santa Barbara.. The cost ot Ill81ntel:tance or 

that portion or said. croastng ou ts1de of lines two (2) teet outs:1de 

or the outside rails shall be borne by ccmpla1nant. The ma1ntename 

or that portion or said erosstng between l1m:s tv.o (2) t'eet 

ou tside or the ou tsicle raUs shall be borne by Sou them Pacific 
Company. 

(2) The c:ross1ng shall '!:be constructed or a width not 

less than thirty (30) :teet am 8. t an angle a:pproxtlll8tel.y sixty (60) • 

degrees to the railroad and with grades or approach not greater 

than three (3) :per cent; smll be constructed substantially in 

accord8DJce with Standard No. 3 as specified in General Order No. '72 



ot tbis C0mm1Ss10Xl;. sheJ.l be protected 'by a Standard No. ~ cros-

sing sign as s;t:>ec 1tied in General. Order No. 75 ot this Comm1ssL on 

and Slall in every way be made sui table tor the pl. ssage o~ vehicles 

and other road tratfic. 

(3) Prior to the beginning or actual oonstruct:ton on the 

orossing here:tn authorized. complainant ::h all nle with 12:tis Commis-

s10n a cert1ried oo'PY' or tl:e apl'l0 :pr1ate ord1.ne.l:lee or resolution 

duly and regularly passed, instituting all necessary steps to legal-

ly aband.on and ettect1vely c~ose the e:d.sti.ng pu'b:l1c crossing or 
Puento Gordo Street, Cl"ossing No. ::::-371.9, located BpJ)ro:d m tely 

one hUDdred and fifty (150) ~eet east or the cross1ng herein 

authorized. Upon completion or the eross1ng herein authorized. ~d 

prior to its being opened to public use .. the e:x:1st1ng publ10 cros-

sing mECt10ned above shall be legally abandoned and ettect1vely 

olosed to publ1c use. 
(4) Said =ross1.ng shall be t'urther -protected by e. Standa:rd 

No. 3 wigwag, ~s specified in General Order No. 75 o~ this Commis-

sion. The oost or 1nstaJ.1at1on ot said Wigwag an.d its maintenallCe 

therearter in good and tirst-class condition shall be borne by 

Southern Pac1.tic Compe:a.y. 

(5) That portion or corral. spur now occupying the site 

~ the c:rossing ~ here1.n a.uthor1zed. :hall be reDlC1Wed at the sole ex-

pense of Southern Pac1ti0 Coc:pm y betore said c::.rossing is constru=ted; 

se.1.d spur track: to be reooved w1'ttt,in a reaso:cable length of ttme 

a:!"ter the City of Santa Berbaxa has indicated 1ts 1ntentio:c. or p1O:-

ceed1.ng w1th the construction or the e:%'C)ssing. 

(6) Com:p~ei.nant Slall, wi tb.1n t:b:.1rty (3),) dJqs themttEr, 

notity thls Co:am1sston, in wr1. t1ng, or the completion of tm installa-

t10n o"t said c:r'oss1ng. 
( 7) It' said cross1.nc:; shaJ.~ not have bem. 1Il$tal~ed 1L th1n 

om year trom. the date o"t this order. the authorization here1n 
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granted. sJ:l.all then lapse and become void, unless turther time is 

granted by- s.ubsequen t order. 

(el The Co~ss1on reserves· the right to mnke $uch 

tu.-ther orders relative to ~he location, construction, oporat1o~, 

~1'1'tc:,~srce. and protection of' sa,id crossing as to it 'mfJ:1 see:n 

right and :proper and to revoke its perm1ss1o:l. 1:r~ in 1ts judg-

ment, the ~ublic conve~encc and necessity demand suoh action. 

The e!"!ective date or th1::t order shsll 'be twenty (20l 

days from the date hereot. 

cal1t'or:l.ie., this Dated at San ~c1sco) 

of' ,)4LJ44.</' , 1929. 

(/' 

,eO:cm1 ssloners. 
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