Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

The City of Santa Bardara, a
mnicipal corporation,

Conmplainent.
Vse Case No. 2648.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY,
a corporation,

Defendant.

W Sl Bt Pl g el Sl Prarel S ol e St Vg Vs

e Zingham, for City of Santa
Barbera, Complainant.

¥. Crosswexn, for Soutkern Paciflc
Conpany, Defendant.
BY TEE COMMISSION:
OPINIONX

Ian this complaint, the City of Santa Barbara asks
that this Commission issue its order requiring Southern Pacific
Company to coanstruct a pudlic crossing over its tracks at illsos
Street, in said city.

A public hearing was held in this matter before Examiner
Williams onr Marck 12, 1929, in Santa Barbarea.

The Southers Pacific Company's tracks, in traversing
the southerly portion of the City of Santa Barbara, ¢ross Mllpas
Street at grade, & main nort\h?est and southeast street in the
city. Alisos Street 13 parsllel to and one block northeast of
Miipas Street. Puento Gordo Street runs at right anmgles to Milpes
Street end 4lisos Street axd intersects Llisos Street lmmediately

southeast of ithe proposed crossing.
.,




lMilpas Street is constructed across the railroad and

serves &s the main connection between the ocean beach, to the

south, azd the residential section of the city. Puente Gordo
Street 1s also constructed &t grede across the railroad, and
protected with an automatic flagmen. The crossing of Puento
Gordo Street 1is located spproximetely one hundred and £ifty (150}
feet east from the proposed crossing of Alisos Street.

It is the contention of the c¢ity that,when the railroed
was first constructed through Sanita Barﬁara, & crossing was pro-
vided by proper cify ordinﬁnces at Alisos Street, but testimony
shows that no crossing hes existed at this location for at least
twenty years. It appears to the Commission, due to the fact that
20 crossing has existed for so long & period, that this matter
should be considered in the light of « new crossing &t grade. As
a new crossing, 1t is justified by the testimony as an improvement

over the dangerous use of the crossing &t Puento Gordo Street,

which is accomplished by & left turn over a private roadwey and &
sharp right turn over tlhe tracks. The traffic using Llisos Street

should xave a direot crossing, whick will permit removal of the

hazards at Puento Gordo Street.
The o¢ity further contends that the one crossing at Milypas
Street 1s not sulficient te properly handle the traffic Lflowing

between the ocean beach and the c¢itye This is largely due to the
Tact that the crossing involves eight tracks and vehiculer treffic

flow is interferxred with dy swiiching and train movements over the
crossing. By the opening of Alisos Street zeross the railroad an
additional traffic artery will be efforded which would Telleve the
Milpas Street croSsing.

It hes long dbeen the policy of the Commission not to
grant additional crossings at close proximity to existing grade




crossings. The record in this proceeding, bowever, indicates that
the traffic élong Puento Gordo Street is comparatively light. As-
suming that the crossing at Alisos Street was opened, 1t appears
that that treffic which now uses the Puento Gordo Street orossing
could be diverted around one block and use the crossing proposed
herein. Alisos Street south of the railroad has recently beex
improved witk & high type of pavement and i%t is the plan of the
city to pave this street northk of the railroad.

With the exception of the crossings heretofore mentioned,
there are no others in the immediate vicinity end rcone likely to be
applied for on account of the fact that & lagoon 1is located to the
east of Alisos Street and low swampy grormnd is located to the west
of Milpas Street.

Southern Pacific Company did not seriously oppose the
construction of the proposed crossing provided that the one at
Puento Gordo Street be closed or the two be combined into one cross-
ing.

It appears to the Commission that 4Alisos Street should
be opened at grade across the railroad providing the e¢rossing of
Pueato Gordo Street is closed. _

At the location of the proposed crossing the railroad
maintains two main traéks and one spur track leading to the stock
corral west of Milpas Street. The spur tréack has 1ts beginning,
or switch layout, on the site of the proposed erossing. To properly
construct this orossing the switch should de relocated. The
record clearly =hows thet the corral spur could be comnected to the
rourd house lead west of Alisos Street and theredby remove 1t entirely
from Alisos Street. The crossing at Puento Gordo Street 1s now

protected by a wigwag signal, waich should be moved to protect
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the proposed Alisos Street crossing if constructed.

The City of Sente Barbara having filed formel compleint
against Southern Pacific Company, asking that Southern Pacific
Company be required to construct & roadwey across its tracks at
Alisos Street, a public hearing having beex held, the Commis-
ston being apprised of the facts, ihe m tter being under saultmis-

sion and ready for decision, therefore

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission and authority bde
and it is hereby granted to the City of Santa Berbare to construct
Alisos Street at grade across the tracks of Soutiem Pacific Com-
pany in the City of Santa Barbara, County of Senta Barbera, State
of Califernia, at the locatién as shown by the map (marked D=-3B0)
filed with the Commission February 15, 1928, and mede & part |
of the camplaint;

- The above crossing shall de identified as Crossing
No. E=-371.9.

Said orossing shall be constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions and not otherwise:

(1) The entire cost of constructing the crossing srall
be borne by the City of Santa Barbara. The cost of maintemance of
that portion of said crosking outside of lines tv;o (2) feet outside
of the outside xrefls shall be borne by ccxnplainant.‘ The maintemame
of that portion of seid crossing detween lims two (2) feet
outside of the outside rails shall be borne by SOuthem Pacific
Company.

(2) The crossing shall Be constructed of a width not
less than t}iirty (30) feet and at an dngle approximately sixty (60)
degrees to the ratlroed and with grades of approach not greater
thax three (3) per cent; shrll be constructed subdbstantially in

accordance ﬁith Standard No. 3 as specified in General Order No. 72
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of this Commission; shall be protected by & Standard No. 1 cros-
sing sign 2s specified in General Order No. 75 of this Commisst on
and suell in every way be made suitable for the mssage of vekicles
and other road traffic.

(3) ®Pricr to the beginning of actual construction on the
orossing herein euthorized, compleinent sell file with txis Commis-
sion a certified ocopy of the apprepriate ordinance or resclution
duly and regularly passed, instituting all necessary steps to legal-
ly abandon and effectively close the existing pubtlic crossing of
Puento Cordo Street, Crossing No. E=371.9, located approdmtely
one hundred eand £ifty (150) ZTeet east of the crossing herein
authorized. Upon completion of the crossing herein suthorized, end
prior to its being opened to public use, the existing public eros-
sing memtioned above shall be legally sbendoned and effectively
closed to public use.

(¢) Said crossing skall be further protected by a Standaxrd
No. 3 wigwdg, es specified in General Order No. 75 of this Commis-
sion. The cost of installation of said wigwag and 1ts mainltenance
thereafter in good and first-class condition shall be borne by
Southern Pacific Companye.

(5) That portion of corral spur now occupying the site
o the crossing, herein authorized, shkall be ;'emcwed at the sole ex-
pense of Southern Pacific Compa y befcre said ecrossing is constructed;
said spur track to be removed witkxin a reasonable length of time
after the City of Santa Barbara has indicated its intemtion of pmx-

ceeding with the comstruction of the ¢c:rossing.
| (6) Complesinent skall, within thirty () days thewalfler,

potify this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the installa-

tion of said crossing.
(7) Ir seid crossing shall not have bea Iinstalled w thin

ore year from the date of this order, the authorization herein
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granted shall then lapse and become vold, uwnless further time is
grented by sudbsequert order.

() The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders reletive to the locatian, construciion, operation,
nalzicierce and protection of sald crossing as to 1% may seex
right and proper and to revoke its permission if, in Its Jjude-
ment, the public convenience and necessity demand such action.

The eflTectlive date ¢f this oxrder shall be twenty (20)
days from the date hereof. -

Dated at San Frarncisco, Califormie, this aé'. day

. W - 1939.
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