Decision No.

SEFORE TEE RAILRQAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the Application

of Fresno Traction Company, for
permission to abandon its paszenger
service on that part and portion

of the S side Line on Ventura
Avenue in the County of Fresro, State
of California, from Recreation Park -
east to the end of the line.

Application No. 15,437

Nt e e I N e P e P P e

Everts, Ew:ln.s 7ild and Everts, by D.S. Ewing
“crApplicant

Artimy C. Shepaxrd, Deputy District Attoraey of
the County of Fresno,.rfor County of Freano,
Protestant.

Berbour, Kellas & Rowell, by Edward L. Kelles,
for Paul A. Moseslan, Inc., Protestant.

BY THEE COIQLISSION:

O.P INION

This 1s an application or'thn .Fres.no Traction Company lox

Permission to abandon pascenger service on its Sunnysidé Line on
Tentura Avenue in Fresno County from Recreation Park east to the end
‘of the line. “
A pudlic hearing wes held in this matter before Examiner
Williams at Fresro on April 26th, 1929, and the matter submitted.
The Fresno Tracticn operates an electric street rallway
sysfem serv'ing primarm the City of Fresno, three lines of which
system extend beyond the City limits into the County of Fresno.
The so called "Sunnyside Line” consists of a line of ra:iway 2e57
miles long extending in en eaterly direction slong Ventura ivenue




from Maple Avenue to Clovls ivenue in the County of Fresno. It is

used for both passehger and freight service. In this proceeding 1%

is proposed to abandon only the peassenger gervice,.

The basic fare upon this line for the trensportation of

passengers is seven (7) cent cash and & siX and two-third cext
(6=2/3) token fare. These fares apply between any two points

on the Sunnyside Line with no transfer privileges to the remaining
portion of the street railiay system. A shuttl@ gervice within
the 1limits of this fare zome is rendered on a forty-eight (48)
ninute headway. -

Applicant alleges that the expense Of operating the

Sunnyside Line for passenger service is in excess of the earnings
produced, that the net revenue for the entire system has not deen
surficient for a periliod of seversl years lest past t0 pay operating
expenses, taxes, depreciation and 2 reasonable relturn upon the
investment.

The resultsfrom operation on the Sunnyside Line as set

forth by applicant for the years 1923 to 1928 Inclusive follow:
1923 1924 1925 1926 1827 1528

Sarnings 32,472.30 $1,966.87 §1,659.91 $1,635.79 $1,356.96 $1,119.17
Expenses _9,088.14 9,492,52 3,182,02 7,436.83 7,757.27 64802.07

Net Rev. $6 615.84 $7 525.55 $7,473.11 $5 803604 $6 400.31 $5,682.90

The above earnings represent +he revenue actuelly collected
in the opération of the Sunnyside Line. The expenseé are determined
by an allocation of & portion of the systex expenses to this line
based upon ithe ratio of car miles operated upon the Sunnyside Line to
the total car miles for the sysiem. '




E. A. Devereux, Superintendent of the Fresno Traction
Compeny, testified that the amount that would be saved enmnuelly
by the proposed abendomment of passenger service on this line
might be approximeted on the basis of the cost of platform
weges and power. The platform wages emount to $9.69 a day and
the pcweé epproximately 2 cents per car mile, or a gross of
$4,425.00 2 year. He testified that this armount represented
the out-of—ﬁocket cost of operation, which amount is too much of
o burden upon this line and upon the entire system. Ee further
Testified thet the territory through which the line operates is
very sparsely built up and that he does not expect any material
development in said area Or any materisl increase in treffic

upon the Sumnyside Line in the reasonably near future.

Williem C. Collins, Cheirman of the Board of Supervis-

ors of the County of Fresno, Protestant in this matter, ?esti-
fied that the operation of the line along Ventura Avenue is an
inconvenience to vehicular traffic on sald highway and that it is
the position of the Board of Supervisors thet inasmuch as it is
not intended to discontinue freight service upon tais lLine, pess-
enger service should not be zdandoned. EHe further testified that
the position of the Board of Supervisors is founded wpon provi-
sions of the franchise under which the line is operated and not
upon any public convenience and necessity for service.
Representatives 0f protestants also testified that -
certein subdivisions hed been laid out ané were contemplated
in the territory coatiguous to the Sunnyside Line and that with
proper service the revenues upon the line might be expeoted to
increase, due to this development. They steted thet the de-
veloprnent of this area would in the future Jjustify passenger
service. They also zlleged that, if passenger service is un-
rexzunerative, it is due to the infrequent, irregular sckedules
whleh are unatiractive to the pudlic. EHowever, no testimony
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was produced that would indicate that the use of this line might
increase sufficlently to pey for its out-ol-pocket cost of operstion.
The revenues derived from the operation of the Sunnyslde
Line show a steady decresse, the average cally revenue for the vear
1928 emounting to dut slightly rmore than $3.00, while the everage
delly out-or-pocket cost of operatlon amounts to in excess of $12.00.
Walle the line undoubtedly will assist in the development of the
territory 1t serves, its operation cannot bde Justified upon this

besis solely.

iccording to the tesiimony the entire system of the an»li-
cent operated et = loss of §7,718.19 during the year 1928. Of this

loss $5,682.90 was incurred on the Sumnyside linme. The Irelght

Tevenue of the Sunnyside line wos $3,931.97, of whioh $3,581.97 was

from one consignor alone; also, of the gross Treight revenue,

$3,604.80 was earned in the months of September and Qctober. It is

obvious thet even adding thils gross freight revenue to the opers=

tions of the Sunnyside line 1t would still show e loss of $1,750.93.
The service 15 authorized under o frenchise granted in
1502 for m™passengers, freight, express metter and the meils of the
United States.™ The sbandomment of pessenger service only is asked,
1% being cpplicant’s intention to continue freight service. In
grenting the gpplicetion to sbandon the passenger service om this
line, the Commission does o permissively end without attempting to
»2ss on dutles of applicent under its franchise or upon any questioﬁ
of forfeiture of its entire frenchise rights if 1t discontimues =
portion of 1ts service celled for in the frenchise without the con-

sent of the grantor.

JTresno Traction Compeny having applied to this Commission
for authority to abendon pessenger service on the Sunnyside Line, on
Vextura Avenue in the County of Fresno, State of cdlifornia, Irom
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Maple Avenue egsterly to the end of the line at Clovis Avenue, &
pudblic hearing heving been held, this Commission being apprised of
the fsets, the metter bdeing under submission and ready rfor decision,
IT IS ESRERY ORDERED that TFresno Traction Compeny be and it
is neredy euthorized to abandon passenger service upon the Sunnyside

Line on Venture ivenue in the County of Fresno, Stete of Celiforniea,

from.M&ple Avenue easterly %o the end of the liqo et Clovis Avenue.

IZ this edandonment is not mede within ninety (90) days
from dete of this order, the euthorizetion herein granted shell then
lspse 2nd become voild, unless further time is granted by subsequent
order.

IT I5 EZREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the abandoment of pass-
enger service hereinabove authorized shall not be mede until at lesst
ten (10)-deys notice shell have been given the traveling public by
Posting notices in all cars operated upon said Sunnyside Ling end in
end upon the Recreetion Line, ell walting stations along said line
and by filing similar notice with this Commission, together with
czncellation of tariffs applicable $0 said line, seid cancelletion
to be made in eccordance with the rules and reguletions of this
Commission.

For cll other purposes the effective date of this order

shall de tweaty (20) deys fxrom the date hereof.
Deted st San Francisco, Celifornia, tals (2 =  dey

of  Njuaax , 1925.
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Coinissioners.




