
Decision No • __ ?_, ~.;...' ::z2~B:..lI.9,-_ 

BEFORE TEE ?~~LROAD COMMISSION OF T.HE S~TE OF CAlIFORNIA~ 

In tho Matter or the Application 
) &\ ~nl@' 1'1\"\" ~ l' ) i1 n ; ~< I 1 ~ If n ~~ I ! A \ n 
~ .~~~ U U~. ~ u \; \h;\\~~ 
) 
) A:p~11cat1on No. 15165. 
) 
) 
} 

Or C1~y or Santa Monica, a munici~al 
corpora tion, for en order o.uthoriz-
1:cg the crossing or eerta:tn ra,ilroad 
tracks or Southern Pac1ti0 Railroad 
Company and Pacific Electrio Railway 
Company at grade at 12th Street 
extended, in the City or santa Monioa. 
______________________________ J. 

Chester L. Cortin, O.R. Rhodes and 
c.w. McInerney, :fr., tor Applioant. 

C.W. Cornell, for Southern Pacifio Company 
and Pacifi0 Electri0 Railway Company. 

BY TEE Cov.MISSION: 

OPINION 
~------

In this ~ro~eeding the City or Santa Monioa re~uesta 

per.miss1on to construct Twelfth Street at grade aoro~s the 

Santa Mon1ca Air Line, owned by Southern Pacific Company and 

operated over by Paciric Electric Railway Comp~. 

Public hearings were held in this matter before 

Ex~iner8 Rowell and Williams in santa Monioa on 1anuary lOth 

and June 3rd. 1929. 

The Santa Uonica Air Line runs in a general southwester-

ly and northeasterly direction and a~proX1mate17 parallel to and 

approximately 150 teet southeast ot Colorado Avenue. The numbered 

streets run at right angles to Colorado Avenue. At the present t~., 
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Eighth Street, also known a~ Lincoln Boulevard, ana Fourteenth 

Street cross the Sante. Monica .l .. ir !,ine at grade, leavitlg e,n in

terval ot six blocks with no dedicated public crossing, although 

en unimproved and non-dedicated crossing is being used on approxi

mately the line ot Eleventh Street. The numbered streets in the 

vicinity of the proposed crossing carry eJ.most solely looeJ. 

tratfic, as the through traft1c is handled by streets paralleling 

the railroad. The generel street layout tor the city is shown 

on Exhibit No.3, tiled in this proceeding. 

It is oontended by the ~plicant that the area on 

either side ot the railroad is built up along Twelfth Street 

and that the opening of e crossing is necessary to accommodate 

local traffic. Many residents on Twelfth street testitied that 

the opening ot that street across the railroad was necessary tor 

t~e1r convenience and neoessity. under present conditions, it 

is necessary tor them to So to either Eighth Street or Four

teenth street to get across the railroad. On account ot 1ts 

poor oondition, the Eleventh Street oross1~ attracts only a 

small volume ot vehicUlar tratfic. Applicant oontends that it 

cannot tmprove the Eleventh.Street crossing,as it is not dedi

c~ted as a portion ot a pub11c street. 

At t~e point ot crossing ot Twelfth street, a spur 

track le~ds ott trom the ~a1n l1ne to the north tor the purpose 

ot serving an industry; it is shown, however, that this spur oan 

be moved trom the site ot the crossing without interfering with 

service to the industry. 

The Santa Monica A1r Line is a single track railroad 

-2-



extending trom the ocean tront in Santa Mo~1ce to Los 

Angeles, over which Pacific Electric Railway Com~any 

operates one ~assenger train und one freight train each 

w3y per day. These trains operate at a moderate rate or 

speed in the vicinity or the crossing and the View o~ 

~ppro~chine trains is reasonably clear. 

Both the carriers and. the Los Angeles Grade 

Crossing Co~ttee ~greed that an additional crossing was 

necessary between Eighth Street and Fourteenth Street 

but they sugsest that tee Eleventh Street Crossing be 

dedicated ~nd improved, ~d th~t the applic~tion tor ~ 

cross1ns at Twelfth Street be denied. 

~ter carefUlly considering the record in this 

proceeding it appe~s that public convenience ~d necessity 

justi~y the opening ot a public crossinS at grade over the 

reilr~d at Twelfth Street, provided the unauthorized cross

ing at EleVenth Street is closed to tr~1c and that condi

tions do not at this time require the installation and main

tenance of any speci~l protection for a grade crossing at 

Twelfth.Street, i~ and when constructed. 

ORDER "-'----

The City of S~ta Monica having made application ~or 

permission ·to construct Twelfth Street at grade across the traok 
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ot Souther~ ?aciric Com~~y and Pacit1c Eleetr1c Railway Com~any, 

public hear1ng~ t~vine been held, t~e Commission being apprised 

or t~e ~~cts~ the re~ttcr bo1~ under subcission ~d re~dy tor 

decision, therefore, 

I~ IS a~REEY ORDERED that pe~ission and authority be 

~d it is hereby grantod to the City Council ot the City ot 

Santa Monica, County ot Los Angeles, st~te of California, to . 
construct Twe~th S~eet at erade ~cross the track or Southern 

Pacific Company and Pacific Electric Railway Co~pany at the 

locations hereinafter particularly described ~d as shown by 

. the ~p attached to th.e application. 

Description or Crossi~~ 

~Bee~1ns ut a point on the so~theasterly line 
of Colorado Avenue, said point betng the intersection 
of the northeasterly line of Tweltth Street produced 
southeasterly with the southeasterly line or Colorado 
~venuo; thence southeasterly ~lone said northeasterly 
line of Twelfth Street produced southeasterly to its 
intersection with the southeasterly line of the 
Southern P~citic R~1lroad Company's 100 root risht-or
w~y; thence southwester~y along said southeasterly 
11ne of said 100 toot r1e;ht-of-"I'1C.Y to its intersec
tion with the southwesterly line of Twelfth street 
~roduced southeasterly; thence northwesterly ~ong 
the southwesterly line of Tweltth Street produced south
e~sterly to its intersection with the southeesterly 
line or Colorado Avenue; thence northeasterly along the 
southeasterly line or Colorado Avenue to the point o~ 
beginn1ns.n . 

The above cross1ne shall be identified as Crossing 

No. 6A.-1S.93. 

So.icl crossine shall be constructed subject ,to the fol

lowing conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire expense ot constructing the cross1ng, 

together with the cost or moving or relocating any railroad 



faci1it1es, shall 'be 'borne 'bY applicant. The cost or maintenanoe 

o! that portion or said crossing outside ot lines two (2) teet 

outside ot the outside ra1ls shall 'be borne by applicant. The 

maintenance or that portion or the crossing between lines two (2) 

teet outside or the outside rails Shall be borne by Southern 

Pacit'1c Company. 

(2) The crossing shall be construoted of a width not 

lesstha.n thirty (30) feet and. at an angle or e1ght-t1ve (85) 

desrees and torty-seven (47) m1nutes to the railroad and with 

grades or approach not greater than foUl" (4) per cent;· shall be 

constructed equal or super10r to type shown as Standard No. Z, 

as specitied in General Order No. 72 or this Commiss1on; shell 

be protected by two Standard No.1 crossing Signs, as speoit1ed 

in General Order No. 75 of this Commission, and shall in every 

way be made suitable tor the passage thereon or vehicles and 

other road traffic. 

(3) The spur track located within site of said crossing 

shall be moved and relocated outside or the site ot said cross-

1:e.g. 

(4) Applicant shall, Within thirty (30) days there

arter, notify this Commission, in writing, or the completion or 

the installation ot said crossing. 

(5) It said ero ssing shall not have be.en installed 

Within one year trom the date ot this order, the authorization 

herein granted shall then lapse and become VOid, unless turther 

time is granted by subsequent order. 

(6) The CommiSSion reserves the right to make such 

turther orders, relative to the location, construction. opera-
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t1o~, maintenance and ~roteotion or said oross~ as to it ma~ 

seo~ right and Droper and to revoke its permission it, in its 

judgment, the public convenience ~d necess1t~ de~d such ac-. . 

t1on. 

'!he e:utb.ori ty herein granteo. shall become ettec:t.ive 

on the date hereo!. 

Dated at San Frnncisco, 

de.,. or ~ 1929. 
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California, this 

commJs 1oners. 


