Deoision No. 2 (318 .

- BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application
of NORTEWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD

COMPANY, for permission to remove Application No. 15347.
station agent from its station at ,

Shively, Califormia.

Re. W. Palmer, for Applicant.
Ae S. Weston, for Rallway Express fgenoy.
Jo G. Fraser, for residents of Shively,
Protestants.
BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION

In thiz proceeding Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company
requests permission to remove the station agent from the station
of Shively, on its main line in Humboldt County, California.

A public hearing was bheld in this matter before Ezéminer
Satterwhite on April 9tk in Eureka. ’

Shively is situated on thevmain line of Northwestern
Pacific Railroad Compeny, between Willits and Eureka. The nearest
agexcies to sald station are South Fork, 8.3 miles south, and
Scotla, 10.0 miles north. The territory served by the railroad
at said station, as well as the railroad, are on the east side of
the Eel River, whereas the state highway is located on the west
side of the river. Contact with the state highwey is maintained
by means of s county vehioulaxr ferry across the river. At times of

extreme high water the vehicular ferry is out of service, thus

leaving the rallroed as the only means of transportation.
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Applicent contends that the amount of business trans-
acted at Shrvely_does not warrsnt thé maintenance of an agent.
Revenues derived at this station for the twelve month period end=-
ing November 30, 1928, are as follows:

Passenger tickets SOl@eecscecrscecacsccas $ 783.42

Carleoad freight forwarded and
received.....O.‘..--‘..0.l....'....t... 2,534.59

LeCele freight forwarded and
received.‘..0.......l..‘....‘..l.h..... 1,239.09

Expense of maintalning ageBtecccccscrceae 1,911.99

Applicant proposes, in the event this application is
granted, to establish a public railroad telephone at Shively
Station whereby prospective patrons could communicate with the
agent at either South Fork or Scotia. TFurthermore, in the event
the agency is closed, spplicant will endeavor to secure a custodian
at Shively where & key to the fLreight house would be available to
all shippers and receivers of freight.

The representative of Railway Express Agensy stated that,
in the evert the railroad agent was withdrawn, his company would
endeavor t¢ appoint a local agent to carry on the express dbusiness.

Many of the residents of Shively appeared to oppose thé
granting of this appliocation, largely on the basis that the Shively
territory was Jjust beginning to develop in an agriculiural way, and
it wes expeoted thet the business with the railroad would Increase
and that an agent was necessary for the handling of L.C.L. freight.
Furthermore, onr account of the fact that’the ferry was not operated
when the river was high and the railroad affords the only meeans of
trensportation and commmanication to outside points at such times,
the protestants contended that the agent should be maintained.

If the agent from Shively is removed, it is proposed to
maintain a non-agency station at this point for the receipt of
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both passengers and freight. It appears that there would be no
difficulty in handling passenger business, as passenger fares
can be collected by the conductor or the passenger itrains. Car
load freight can alse be hand.leg’!’. without undue difficulty; however,
with L.C.L. shipments, much 1nc6nvenienoe would be experienced.
Balancing all conditions, partioularly with respect to
L.Cel. fretght, 1t appears to the Commisston that this application
should be denied.

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company having made ap~
plication r(-;: permission to abandon its agent at the station of
Skively, Humboldt County, & pudlic hearing having been held, the
Cbmissioh beking apprised of the faots, the matter bveing under
sutnission and ready for declision, therefore, |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled proceeding
be and the same is heredy denled without prejudice.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days
from and after the date of this order. e

D&ted at San Francisco, California, this __ / day

s 1929,

/Z .

At

v C?Inmissioners.




