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Deoision No. _')_ .... ·~ ... :i..:.· ....:4-.;.~.;..1 __ • 

EEFOBE THE Rt-ULROAD CO:W:lMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.. 

. . ) 
In the Matter of Application of ) 
SAN DIEGO ELEC'I'RIC PJJ.I.W£I COMPJU'TI',) 
a corporation, tor permission to ) 
abandon service over that certain } 
street railw~ line in the Ci ty of ;) 
San Diego, on 32nd Street, be~/een ) 
Grand Avenue and the Naval Repair. ) 
Base. ) _____________ J 

R. G. Dilworth tor Applicant. 

BY mE COW.n:sSION: 

OPINION --......- ................. ~ 

San Diego ElectriC Railway Company, a corporation, 

has petitioned the Railroad COmmission tor an order author1z1ng 

the abandonment ot street car service as now rendered on Thirty­

second Street, San Diego, from Grand Avenue to the united States 

Naval Repair Base. 

A public hearing on this application was conducted 

by Examiner Handford at Sen Diego, at which time the matter was 

duly submitted. 

Applicant alleges that the line on which service is 

proposed to be suspended was constructed by it upon and along 

Xhirty-second Street in the City of San Diego trom Grand Avenue 

to the ship-building plant of the united States ,Shipping Board 

~ergency Fleet Corporation during the year 1918, ssa war 

measure and in order to furnish transportation to employees ot 
such co~orat1on engage~ in the construction ot oonorete ships 

at such plant; that in the year 1920 the operations of the ship­

building plant ce~sed and shortly thereafter the properties ot 

said Shipping Board were transferred. to ,the United States Navy 
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tor use ,as a Destroyer Repa1r Bese; that the tracks on Th1rty­

second Street as hereinabove referred to are owned by the Emer­

gency Fleet Corporation and were constructed und~r a permit 
", 

granted by the Common Council of the City ot San Diego to said 

Emergency Fleet Co~oration; that the treeks are in a dilap­

idated and worn-out condition and Will re~uire a large expend­

iture to :place them in suitable condition tor operation; that 

the revenue received from the operation of the line has not 

been sutticient to p~ operating expenses and that further oper­

ation or the expense ot rehabilitating the track is not justi­

tied by the tretric now offering or which ~ght reasonably be 

anticipated; and that the line has only been maintained at the 

request or the Commandant of the united States Navy in charge 

of naval activities in the San Diego district, ~s an accommo­

dation to the Navy Department. 

The record shows the line to have cost approximately 

$47,000. and that at no time were the operations profitable, 

the accumulated deficit during the period December l7, 1918 to 

September 30, 1923, inclusive, being $29.984.20. The oontin­

uation of the service is earnestly desi~ed by the Admiral in 

chergc of the Eleventh Naval District and Naval Operating Base 
, 

as being necessary tor the trans~ortation ot the Ncvy personnel 

end the o1v1li~ employees, althoush it is apparent that the 

line was entirely dependent on the limited tratt1c turnished by 

the operation ot the Bepair Base, which does not return a revenue", 

sufficient to meet the out-ot-~ocket operating costs, and that 

the line reo.u1red extensive rehab11i te.tion to place sa:o.e 1n 

proper operative condition. 

Following the submission of this matter the management 
-or the San Diego Electric Railway Company agreed to continue the 

operation 01: the line tor the. acco:o.modat1on of the Navy Depart::lent 
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until such t1~e as the track became unsete tor operation or 

until paving w~s ordered by the City or San Diego,1n which lat­

ter case entire reh~bi11t~tion or the line would be necessary 

and requiring the installation or girder rail and other expen­

sive type or construction. 

On June 10, 192~, applicant tiled here1n its amended 

application requesting author1ty to estab11sh a bus 11ne in lieu 

or the rei~ service herein proposed to be disoontinued and al­

leging that a contract tor the paving ot Thirty-second Street 

had been ~warded by the City ot San Diego and that the paving work 

had been commenced by the contractor. It appe~s that the Common 

Council ot the City ot San Diego has on June 3, 1923, granted to 

applicant a franchise for the operat1on or a bus service on Thirty­

second Street, San Diego~ trom National Avenue to Fisher Street, 

on the condition th~t the street car tracks on sa1d Th1rty-second 

Street be removed betore the street 1s paved. The proposed ch~e 

and subst1tution ot bus service has the endorsement or the San 

Diego Ch~ber or Commerce, as evidenced by certitied copy or a 

resolution passed under date of June 6, 192~. The proposed sub­

stitution of bus service is also endorsed by Rear Admiral A. H. 

Robertson, Co~andant ot the Eleventh Naval District. 

In view of the tact that a substituted bus serv1c'e is 

now proposed in lieu ot the street c,c.rservi ce, and that such bus 

service will be operated With the same trequency ot service and 

at the,s~e rete or tare as at present av~ilable on the street 

... car servi ce) and w1 th the same transfer l'r1 v1leges, end. turther" 

as the bus service is proposed to be extended to the entrance or 

the destroyer base, or approximately one-quarter mile turther than 

the street car service, we are or the opinion that th1s is a matter 

in Vlh1ch further public hearings are not necessary and that the 

app11cation should be gr~ted 1n accordance with the following 
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order. 

San Diego ~lectric Re.ilway Company, a corporation, hav­

ing ~de application to the Railroad Co:m1ssion tor an order auth­

orizing the abandomnent of service end the removal o:t its street • 
oar tracks on Th1rty-s~oond Street. San D1ego~ betwoen Cr~d Ave-

nue and the ~Javal Repair Base, e. publi0 hearing having been held, 

the ~tter having bee~ ~uly submitted, a supplemental application 

h~ving bean tiled herein on June 10, 1929, in which it is pro-

posed to substitute auto bus service tor the street car service 

herein sought to be abandoned, the Commission being now tully ad­

vised and 0: the opinion that this is a ~tter in wh1Ch a turther 

hearing is not necessary, ~nd that the application should be granted,. 

IT IS F~3EBY ORDERED that San Diego Electric Ba11way Com­

pany, a corporation, be and the same hereby is authorized to dis­

continue street car service on its so-called ship-yard line on . 
Thirty-second Street, San Diego, between Grand .Avenue and the Naval 

Repair Bese, and to remove its tracks theretro~, provided, however, 

that upon the co~letion of the paving now in progress on said 

Thirty-second Street applicant will install and. thereai"ter oper­

ate an automobile bus service on said thirty-second Street, be-

tween National AveDue auu 'c~e Destroyer Base, said bus line to 

be operated with the same treCl,uency end at th.e srune rates of tare, 

including transter :.91'i vileges, as the street car service tor which 

~iscontinuance is hereby authorized. 

The authority herein granted shall become on the ~ate 

hereof'. 

ot 

San Franc1sco, Cal1torn1a J this Dated. at 

~ __ , 1<JZ9. 


