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')"\; ')Q~ Decision NO. _______ ' ._f~)_V_V ____ _ 

BEFO~ 'l'SE RUtRO!l.D COMMISSION OF THE ST..\!'E OF CbLIFOBNIA 

fII/:!\~"~\'11 H " ' "1\- rM~' In the ~a tter 0:(' the ,Application ot a \ '< I : ,: \ \ ~ • ~; I j n \ 
SO'OTE,:...."O,N P!a.CI,FIC COMPANY tor an. ~ i i. ' i I': \ \ ~ ~\~ ~ in\.\ i-
order authorizing construction at ) ~ u u.u ~ ~ ~ w:.; ~---' 
grade across certain public roads,) , 
streets and e.venues, ot its proposed ) ~plioation No. 15280. 
line or railroad from Biola to Kerman,) 
all in the COUIl. ty ot Fresno) state ' ) 
ot Calitomia. ) 

-----------------------------) 
R. W. Hobbs and Roy G. Eildebrand, 

tor A:p:pliCe.:o. t. ' 

A. C. Shepard,. tor county or Fresno. 

BY TSE CaM~rW:SSION= 

FIEST SUPPLE£EN'TAL OPINION ~ ORDER 

On April 16th, 1929, this Commission issued its Deoi­

sion No. 20966, in the above entitled matter, wherein authority 

was granted Southern Pe.citic Company to oonst~ct its proposed 

line ot railroad from Biola to Kerman in Fresn.o County, Celitor­

nia, across certain county roads ~t grade and across the county 

road, known as Wh1tesoridge Avenue, at separated grades. 

In the opinion in the above described deoision, the 

following statement is made: 

ftRowever, it is ~robable that a ~ore economical 
design may be worked out tor this se~erat1on than 
that shown ill EXh1'b11; !:o. ~5 and, oonsequently,. e:p­
provel ot a specitic ~lan will be withheld at this 
time. The apportionment of costs will be determined 
by a supplementa~ order in this matter at suoh timo 
as plans have oeen riled with and approved by this 
COmmission. If, however, the parties do not agree 
U:9on a plen o~ separation and the apJ;)ort1onment or 
cost ot the s~e, the matter will be set tor further 
hearing es to these iSSUes." 

. -
Ap~licant 1ntor.med the COmmission by letter, on. June 5th, 

1~29, that an egree.ment had not been reached with reference to the 

-1-



apportionment of cost ~d requested that the matter be set tor 

turther hearing. 

O~ June 17th, 1929, the Commission reopened the matter 

tor turther hearing end a publio hearing was held betore Examiner 

Satterwh1te ~t Fresno on June 28th, 1929, and the matter submitted. 

!~plicent has oonstruoted a new freight yard end icing 

dook north of F=e3no and the ~roposed line is oeing oon~truoted 

in order that it may be possible ~o route the "West Side" treight 

tratt10 through this yard. 

All "West Side~ treight trctti~now oonsisting ot tour 

trains daily in the ott-peak season and nine trains daily during 

the fruit season, will be routed over the proposed line. The 

existing line tro~ Ker.m~ to Fresno will continue to oarry passen­

ger and treiBht trattic to intermediate points. 

Representative ot ap~licant presented a general plan tor 

the proposed grade se~aretion, the details of wh10h are tinal, ex­

cept as to the general elevation, which depends upon conditions 

yet to be deter.nined with relation to ground water levels. The , 
plan prOVides tor carrrins whitesbr1dge Avenue, with a roadway 

twenty-three (23) teet, wide and a six (C) toot wide pedestrian way, 
., 

under the proposed track ot Southern Pacifio Company with olearanoes 

oomplying with CommisSion's General Order No. 26-C. PrOVision is 

made to= fUture 'enlargement ot the struoture to oerry two traoks. 

It is est1:n.ated that the gre.de separation, built in accordaXLoe 

with these plans. will oost approx1~tel~ $58,500. The plan was 

approved by the County of Fresno and will be approved by th1s . 
Comm1ssion. 

Representative ot applicant stated that in h1$ opinion 

the oost of the proposed grade separation should be apportioned 

seventy-tive (75) Jiier cent to applicant and twenty-rive (25) per 

oent to the County ot Fresno. He pOinted to the tact that the 

oonstruction ot the line would result in a deorease in the ste~ 
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railw~ trattic over existing crossings between Kerman and Fresno 

and would therefore be or benef1~ to the county. The apportionment 

suggested was based upon his study or conditions with relat10IL to 

the pro~osed separation and upon the per cent apportionments made 

by this Co~~ssion in instances where new highways were being oon-

structed across existing railro~ds. 

The tact is, however, that 1t has been the usual prac­

tice or this Commission to assess the entire cost of grade separa­

tions ot new lines of railroad to the carrier, unle~s some s,eoial 

benetit, or· other reason, was shown tor a ditferent division ot 

costs. In the present proceedine the representative ot the county 

pOints out that the county would derive no benetit trom the pro­

posed line but, to the contrary, its construction would result in 

the creation or n1ne new ra1lroad cross1ngs ~t grade and one at 

separated grades. It was his opinion that no ~ortion ot the oost . 
or'the construction ot the srede separation should be assessed to 

the Countyot Fresno. 

With due oonsideration to these tacts and.all other tacts 

oontained in the reoord in this matter, it is oonoluded that ~p11-

cant should bear one hundred per cent (100%) ot the cost ot the 

construotion ot this crossing. 

It would seem logical that the maintenanoe or the road­

way and pedestrian way, 1noluding the drainage and lighting thereot, 

be borne by the oounty, and the railroad supporting structure, in­

cluding the abutments, by the railroad. Both parties approved suoh 

an apportionment and it will be so ordered. 

A publio hearing haviIlg been held in the above entitled 

matter, With specitic reterence to the approval o~ plans and the 

apportionment ot cost ot the orossing ot Whites~ridge Avenue at 

separated grades, the matter being submitted and ready tor deoision, 
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IT IS HKllEBY ORDERED that the Sou.thern Pae1 n 0 Company 

be and it is hereby authorized to oonstruct the orossing ot Whites­

bridge Avenue at separated grades, author1zed by this Commission in 

its Decision No. 20966, dated April 16th, 1929, SQbst~tially in 

aocordance witn the general plan submitted by applicant and. en­

titled "Southern Paoitic Co. Pacifio Lines - Proposed SUbw«y tor 
-

Whitesbr1dge Avenue." 

IT IS ~y FURTHER ORDERED that the cost ot the con­

struction 01' said orossing 01' Whitesbridge Avenue at separated 

grades shall be borne entirely by the Southe~ Paoific Company; 

that the cost or maintenance ot the roadway and pedestrian way and 

the drainage and lighting system, inoidental thereto, shall be borne 

by the county 01' Fresno; and that the cost ot maintenance ot th.e 

railroad supporting str~cture and abutments supporting s~e shall 

be borne by Southe~ Pacific Company. 

The eftective date ot this ord.er sb.e.ll be twenty (20) 

days trom and atter the date hereof. 

San FranCiSCO, California, this ;21.d: day 
• 

Commiss1oners. 


