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E3],0?E r:::'I-m RAILRO.:.J) CO~:ISSION OF TEE STJ.!tE OF C..u.IFO&'\)'IA. 

In 'che Matter or the Investigation ) 
upon the Co~ssion's o~ motion into ) 
the operation~, rates, charges, classi- ) 
t1c~t1ons, rules, regulations, practices) 
and cor:.tre.cts o't Cl~IFOPJUA FRErGE'!' J 
FORi'il-JmEP.5, operating as an ex:pross ) 
corporation between ~oints Within the ) 
Stat,e or Ce.l1torll1a. ) 

c.s.se No. 2717. 

Dougl~s Brookman, tor California ~eieht 
Forwarders • 

.. \. 1. I-Iatmloll and. Edwc.rd stern, tor ROilwuy 
~ress .~ency, Inc., 1ntereste~ 
party. 

~. s. ~ohnson, tor Southern ?ac1ric company, 
intereste~ party. 

C.A..ttR, COlCMISSIONER: 

o P ! N ! 0 N ..... -..._-- ....... 

Robert "3.. Lacey is the sole owner or callton:.ia Freight 

~orwe=ders. Mr. Lacey is also the owner ot the Rea Line EXpress 
Company in Los Lnseles. The business of the california Freight 
Forwarders, as developed. e.t the he3.I"ing, may be d.escribed br1erJ.y 

The Red Line EA1?ress Co~peny colleets troight in Los 

Angeles ~ln~ assembles it at the ott1co and loading p1atto:o:l. main-

tained.. by this Company and Cc.l1torIlia Freight. Forwarders on Hoo 
street .. The ::t':reight thus collected is then loaded. on So truck 

owned.. by ,one E. SUndberg, who, under contract vrJ. th California 

Freight Yorwarders, then transports it to San FranCisco, the truck 
'being padJ.ocked. oeto::-e leaving. On ar::-ival at S~ Franc1soo the 

-1-



tl"e1ght is thon distributed by Bed. Une ~pre:::s or Sen Francisoo, 

owned and operated by Coughlan 3r03. under contraotu~l arranee~ent 

'.7i th Califorll1a F:"eight Forwarders. South bound freight is 

handled in the same way. ~ truck leaves Los Angeles and San 

Fr3Jlcisco daily. Sometimes more than one truck is used. 

Calirornia Freight Forwarders maintains a so~icitor at 

Los Angeles and one at San Francisco. It assumes tull res~onsl-

bility tor delivery of freight trom the Dlace where pickod. up in 
. 

one city to the placo where delivered in tho other. It there is 

s:n7{ loss or damage it settles -:;i tb. the shipper. It this loss or 

~age is occasioned. by either the Red Line Zxpress Comp~ at Los 

~eles or at San ~raDCisco~ or by Z. SUndberg, appropriate adjust-

~ont is ~de by it with th~. E. sundberg is not a certi~icated 

carrier. It he were thore would be no question but that Cal1torIl1a 

~eieht ~orwardcrs would be an express company under re Pacific 

states !xXress, 22 c. ~. c. 925. 7lliether 1 t is an express company 

if Stmdberg is in tact a CO::nt:lon carrier but not a ce:-titicate.d. one, 

it is unnecesscry here to decide. The evidence tend.s to show 

thut the ~hipp1ng service performed. by Calito:nia Freight Torwarders 

in conjunetion with the t~o Red Line ~~ress Companies Qnd Sundberg 

is ot a public cast ~d is oither that or ~ express company or a 

transportation company, o~ pocsibly that of en ~~ress company as tar 

as Calitornia Freight :3'o=-.7~ders is concerned. ~nd that ot c. ~:rans-

portatio~ company as tar as Sundbers is concerned.. 

unfortunately, the :proper parties are not betore the 

Cor::ucs1on, nor is this inves:tigation broa.d enongh to adeq.uately 

and properly determine tho status. ot· California Freight ~orwarders) 

Z. SUnd.berg and the .Red. Line Coml'sn1es. t;Ay order that might 

be made here would be of dubious value. I '~heretore recomm.end. 

that t~is :proceeding 'be dismissed. "Ii thout :prejudice and that there 

be instituted an investiGa.tion into the practices or Robert W. Lacey, 
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d.Oing business either under the :oe.xoo of California Freight For-

warders or Red Line EXpress Company or Los Angeles ~d ot Red Line 

Express CO::l:pany ot san Francisco, owned and operated. by Coughlan 

Eros., and z. ~dberg, such investigation to be sUfticiently broad 

to pe~t ot a proper determination or the status ot these various 

parties and their operatioDS 7 end ~ order in accordance With such 

deter.m:ination. 

I recommend the folloWing tor.m ot order: 

o R D E R -------. 
A public hearing having been had in this matter, 

IT IS I:i:::.l;{ZBY ORDE..P3D that the proceeding be dismissed 

Without prejudice. 
~he foregoing opinion and order ~e hereby epproved 

and ordered tiled as the op~ion and order or the Railroad Com-

mission o,t tho State of Calito::-nia. 
J<... 

Dated, at Sen Francisco,. California, this / J.. day ot 
; 

COI:t:!li ss1 cners. 


