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Decision No. !

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF Til STA??K

[ R

IN THS YATTZIR OF THE APPLICATION OF
TEE TESTIRN TNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY
for an order suthorizing the dis-

continuance of its telegraph office

, Application No. 15,818.
et Sutter Creeck, California.

PP DS

Mey snd J. B. Noreross,
for applicant,
richerds,
for Citizens of Sutter Creek,
Rexazzotti, o
for Sutter Creek,
J. Maletesta, Supervisor 4th Distriet,
for Lmador County.

BY THD COMMISSION:
QPINION

In the above entitled matter, the Western Union Telegraph
Company recguests the Rallroad Commission for authority to discon-
tinue its telegraph office at Sutter Creck.

A pudblic hearing wes held in tals matter bofore Examiner
Satterwhite, in Jackson, on June 25, 1929, et which time opportunity
wes afforded interested parties t be heard, and there and then fhé |
mavier was cubmitted for decislion,.

Ae H. May, District Superintendent of The Western Union‘
Telegreph Company,as a witness, submitted data to show that the
total receipts of the Sutter Creek office aversged $56.00 per moxmth
for the lest six months end thet the average expenses for mansger's
selary, Jjenitor's wages, offlice rent, telephone service and ris- |
cellazeous expenditures totaled $99.00 per month on the a#erage
for the same six months period. The witness estimted that the
general end overhead expenses emounted to as much as 35% of the

receipts of the office. The testimony shows that Western Union

service is not proposed to be withdrawn from Sutter Creek but is
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to be continued under a different plel of operstion. At present av-

plicant has a Moxrse operctor at Sutter Creek who theré recegres the
teiesraph business of the pudblic of Sutter Creek‘and‘ﬁicinity and also
that from the public of Jackson and viecinity, telephonically, from
the Vesterz Union azgent at Jackson over e Western Union private wire.
It is proposed to transfer the Morse operator to the.Iackson 6rfice
‘and to secure a Sutfter Creeck Lxchange telephone scrvice in the Iackan
office. All Sutter Creek telephone subécribers could then telephoze
their telegrams tb-the Morse operetor at Jecksom, the charge for

such %elegrems so telephoned being added to The Pacific Telephone

end Telegraph Compeny's moxnthly bill for telephone sefvice, and the
telegraph rates and cherges remeining as at present. An sgency

would be established at Sutter Creek where the transient public and
non=telepbore-subscribers could transact thelr telegraph business
witk epplicant. Mr. May testified thaet epproximetely ninety (90)

per cent of Sutter Creek messeges are ;eceived by telephone, that

ke availability of telegraph service will ve incressed for the
reason that the telephone offlce is open a greater proportion’or

the twenty four hour day then is the Sutter Creek telegrapk office.
This witness also steted thet eighty-two (82) per cent of its Sutter N
Creek messages ere intre-state and that The Pacific Telephone gnd
Telegreph Compeny also offers telegraph service throuéhouf

Californla. .

Xr. C. E. Richards submitted a petition signed by cltizens
of Sutier Crecek reguesting the Reilrosd Commission te deny the
Western Union request to close its Sutter Creek office. It was
developed, however, vhet these petitioners understood that all TWestern
Uaion felegraph service wac to b%e withdrawn from.-Suttver Creek em
vieinity.

After due consideration of the facts and te§t}mony‘pe-
fore us we are of %the opinion thatb the'application'he:ein shoélq'be
grunted for the reason that the revenue recelved fro:.Wesi rﬁ'"iibn
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customers at its Sutter Creek office is not sulficient to pay the

expense of 1ts operetion, enmd for the further reason, that the tele-

graph requirements of the pubdblic should de wéll met uwnder the pro-'V

posel plane.

The Westerz Unlon Telegraph Compeny having mede applicatioﬁ
for authority % discontinue its telegreph office =t Sutter Creek,
& pwolic nearing having been held therein, the metter having been
submitted and now being ready for decision,

The Railrosd Commission of the State of Celifornis hereby
Tinds as a fect thet The Western Union Telegraph Company shbuld be
suthorized to discoatinue its Sutter Creek Office,and beasing this
order on the foregoing finding of fect and suchk othor findings of
fact es appeer in the oplnion which precedes this order, therefore:

iT IS HEREZY ORDERED thet The Western Unlon Telegraph Com~
pany may discontinue its Sutter Creek office, provided

L. Sutter Creek telegraph office is discontinued on or
before 7;14-44@/ £ /232 -

2. ~£§~agency is esteblished at Sutter Creek effective for

sexrvice on and after the date of the discontinuance of the Sutter
reek office.

3. Sutter Creek exchange telephone service is established
in The Western Union telegraph office in Jackson effective on or
berore the date of the discontinuance of the Sutter Creek telegraph
office. |

For sll other purposes, the effective date of this order
shall be twenty (20; days from and after the &ate hereof.

Deted at Sen Francisco, California, this<iZdey oféfiwuryr”

1929. Eiﬁgz ,é% QEE iis'? 47‘




