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"''-t .J Decision No., _____________ • 

BEFORE Tm: RAILROAD COMM:rSSION OF 

} 
IN THE Y.ATTER OF TP.:E APPLICl.1.TION OF ) 
TEE ~lESTER~ t"'NION TELEGR.:\?H COivl?.ANY I 
for an order authorizing the d1s- ) 
continuance or its telegra~h office} 
at Sutter Creek, California. ) 

Application No. l5,~. 

----------------------------} 
A. H. M:ay and J. B. Norcross, 

,~ 

tor al'~11 cant, 
C .. .l.!J. Riche=ds, 

tor Citizens or Sutter Creek,. 
D. v. Remazzotti~ 

tor Sutter Creek, 
L. J. Malatesta, Supervisor 4th District, 

tor Amador County. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

o PIN ION -------
I.D. the aoove en tl tlcd ::latter, the ',"festern Unio:l. Telegraph 

Company re~uests the Railroad COmmission for authorlty to discon-

tinue telegraph office at Sutter Creek. 

A puoli c heo.!'ing was held in t~is :natter bo1"ore Ex'e.m1ner 

Satterwhite, in Jackson, on June 25, 1929, at which time opportunity 

was afforded interested parties to bc heard, and there and then the 

matter was submitted tor deCision • 

.h.. H. May, District Superintendent or The :>festern Union 

Te1eg!'I:!:pb. Co.c.1'any,&'5 a witness, submitteo. dute. to show that the 

total =ecelpts ot the Sutter Creek office averaged $56.00 per month 

for the last SlX ~onths and that the average expenses for manager's 

5&1:;:.ry, janitor's wages, office rent, telephone service end mis-

cellaneous expenditures totaled ~99.00 per month on the average' 

for the same s1x ::lonths :per10d. 'rhe witness estim.l ted that the 

general and overhead expenses amounted to as much as 35% ot the 

receipts of the oftice. The testimony shows that Western Union 

service is not urouose~ to be withdrawn fro~ Sutter Creek but is . . 
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to be continuee under a different plan ot operation.~t present a~
plicant has Il UO::-5e operc.tor at Sutter .cre~k who there reoeiv-es the 

-, 
telegraph business of the public or' Sutter Cr0ek, c.ne. vicini ty end also 

that fro~ the public ot Jackson and vicinity, telephonically, from 
the 'l[estern Union agent at Jackson over e. Western Union private vlire'. 

It is :p::-oposed to transfer the Morse operator to the Jackson office 

and to secure 0. Sutter Creek Exchange telephone scrvi ce in tm Jackson 

office. ~l Sutter Creek telephone subscribers could then telephone 

their telegr&:lS to ·the ~i:or.ze ope:-e.tor at Je.Cl~SOIl, the charge for 

such telegrams so telephoned being added to The Pacific Telephone 

and Telegraph Company's monthly bill for tele:?hone service, and the 

telegraph rates and charges remaini:cg as at :present,. A:A agency 

would be established at Sutter C::-eek "I'/here the transient public and 

non-~elepaone-subscribers could transact their telegraph business 

with applicant. N~. M~y testified that approximately ninety (90) 

per cent of Sutter Creek ~esza6es are ~eceived by telephone, that 

the ava11abl11ty of telegraph service will be increased tor the 

reason that the telephone office is open a greater proportion or 
the twenty four hour day then is the Sutter Creek telegraph orrice. 

This witness also s~ated that eighty-two (82) per oent of its Sutter 

Creek messages are intra-state and that The Pacific Telephone and 
~elegreph Compeny also otters telegraph service throughout 

Call!'ornia. 
Mr. c. E. R1char~s sub~ittc~ a petit10n signed byciti2ens 

of Sutter Creek requestine the Railroad Commission to deny the 

17estern UniOn req,uest to close its Sutter Creek ottice. It was 

develo:pe~,howevor, that these petitioners und.erstood that all Western 

Union telegro.ph service wc.z to '00 withdra.wn i'rom·$utver Creek ani 

vicinity. 
Arter due consideration ot the tacts ~nd testimony be-

'\ .,. 
t~~e us we are or the opinion that theapplicet1on'h~e1n ~oUl~.oe . 

" ", " . 
granted for the reason that the revenue received fro::. Wes-:e~ U.:::.1on 
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customers at its Sutter Creek of tic a is not suff1cient to pay t:b.e 

expense of its operation, end for the further reason, that the tele-... 
graph requirements of the public should be well met under the pro- . 
posed plan. 

Q,E..2!S 
The ~ester~ Union Telegraph Company having ~ede application 

tor authority ~ discontinue its telegraph otfice at Sutter Creek, 

a public hearing having been held therein, the matter having 'been 

submitted ~ now being ready for decision, 

The Railroad Commission of the State '01' Ce.l1tornia hereby 

finds as a tact that The Western Union Telegraph Company should be 

authorized to discontinue its Sutter Creek Office,and basing this 

order on the foregoing finding of fact and such other tindiDgs ot 

tact as appear in the opinion which precedes this order, therefore: 

IT IS ~~EY ORDERED that The Western Union Telegraph Com-
pany may discontinue its Sutter Creek office, provided 

1. Sutter Creek telegra~h office is discontinued on or 
7" - .. 

before 7f',;?A':1-< .... / /f Jrz • 
2. ,Z; a~eney is established at Sutter Creek effective for 

service on and after the date of the discontinuance of the Sutter 

Creek o!'fice. 
3. Sutter Creek exchange tele~hone service is established 

in The Western Un1o~ telcgrc~h office in Jackson ettec~ive on or 

before the date or the discontinuance of the Sutter Creek telegra~h 

o!'fiee. 
For all other purposes, the effective date of this order 

shall 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, 

1929. 


