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BEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMMISSTON OF “IHE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

In the matter of the Application of
The People of the State of California,
on relation of the Department of
Public Works, Division of HEighways,
for an order avthorizing the construc-
tion of a State highway crossing over
the Arcata and Mad River Railroad and
the Northwestern Paclfic Railroead,
neer Arcata, Humboldt County.

Applicatior No. 15606.
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Mo L. Sanborn for Applicant.
Thelen & Mearrin, by Paul S. Marrin,
for srcata and Mad River Rellroad

Company.
Je L. Campdell for Northwestern Pacific

Railroed Company.

BY TEFE COMMISSION:
OCPINION

In this proceeding the People of the State of Celi-
réima, on relation of the Department of Public Works, Division
of Highways, request permission to construct a State Elghwey
dasigna;ced as Road I-Hum-1-1 at separated grades over the tracks
of Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compary and Arcata and Med River
Reilroad in the vicinity of the City of Arcate, Humboldt County,
Celifornle. The location of seid proposed grade separation is
shown on the mep attached to the application.

A public hearing was held in this matter before Ex-
aminer Genzon on Jume 28tk, 1929, in Sen Fr&nciscq.

The applicant in this proceeding requested that pexzis-
sion be granted for the construction of this grade separation
wlthout fiTst kolding & heering, and in the event that applicaxt

and the two interested rallroads were unable %o arrive at an
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agroement as 1o apportioning the expense of the construction of
this orossing that the Commission meake its further oxrder allooat-
ing such costs in'such menner as it might deexm Just and equitable.
The Arcata and Mad River Railroad Compeny protested this procedure
and i:eq,uested that the Commission allocate the ‘cost of construction
in 1ts initial oxrder.

The existing State Highway route rumning north from
Arocata, after meking several right-angle turns in Arcata, follows
an existing county »oad to and acxoss Mad River several miles
nor-th of Arceta.

Tre Highway Commission now plans to censtruct a State

Highway elong an entirely new aligoment immediately north of

Arcata. AT a point approximately one and one=helf miles north of
Aroata,the proposed aligmrent curves 1o the west over high groumi
and across the tracks of both the Northwestern Pacific Raillromd
and the Arcatz and Mad River Railroad and thence continues in &
northwesterly direction across the valley of Mad River.

The proposed new highway and grade separation will not
only bde & great improvement over the existing route, but will
attract a large amount of traffic from existing grade ocrossings.
Eowever, 1t does not appear that the proposed construction will
permit of closing any of the existing grade crossings, as they
are necessary to ascommodate local traffic. |

The proposed grade separetion will cross over not only
the tracks of the two railrosds, but also a county roed west of
and parsallel to the right-of-way of Arcatz and Mad River Rallromd.
This county road 1= being used and mainteined by the Highway Com-
mission &s & part of Route 20, extending from Arcata throughk Blue
Lakes and Weaverville to Redding. The plan further provides an




opening for two tracks of the Northwestern Pacific and a single
track of the Arcata and Mad River. It was agreed among the
parties that the plan of grade separation proposed by the ap-
Picent was logical and reasconable.

It was suggested by a witness for applicant that the
cost of this project be apportioned 75% to the state and 25% to
the raliroads. Counsel for the Arcata and Mad River Railroad
suggested that the 254 proposed to be apportioned to the rail~
roeds be borne as follows: l.?.-k% %0 the Northwestern Pacific;

6&45 to Arcata and Mad River Rellroad, and 62% to the State High~
m, tiis being upon the theory that the cost of the portion of
the orossing over the Northwestern Pacific provides for two
tracks and the crossing over the Arcata and Mad River Railroad
provides for one track and that a grade separation is provided
over Route 20. It was further requested that a definite sum

be assessed ageinst the Arcata and Med River Railroad rather than
a percentage of the final coste The Trepresentative of the North-
western Pacific contended that 25% of the entire cost was too
moh to be .assessed against the railroads.

In the application it was estimated that the structure

would ocost $53,547.45, dbut at the time of the hearing the con-

traot prioe'was availladble, which is considerably lower, oTr ap~
proximately $33,200,00 for the structure and approach trestles.

At the hearing applicant was requested to subtmit to
the parties & segregated estimate of the cost of construction,
& sumary of which follows:

Portion over Northwestern Pacific, cc.eece.. $ 8,500.72
Portion over Arcata and Mad River :

R&nmaﬁ, YTXEXSEXEEEREY R RN W W KN B R N B R l 6,980.29
17,707 «49

Tixber Trestle ApProaohesS, eceecccsscsccsccss 2
Tom Smcme, CR R R NN W NN NN %’ %.50

Appmach mls, S0P Oscsas Rt st ssboaadsaben 4,366.00

Engineering and Contingencies, ecccecacecccecss 5,635.17

Totu’ XXX R N NN N AN N N R NI R X B m’187‘67
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Inocluded in the cost of timber approaches is the cost of
the crossing over the adjacent road.

In the event no railroads are operated at this location, -
the highway would be carried on an earth fill rather than on the
overhead vieduct and it is delieved that this earth fill would
about dalance the excess earth fills required for the zpproach 1o
the structure. Therefore, it appears to the Commission that only
th§ cost of construction of the structures, that is to say, from

bulkhead to6 bulkhead of =pproach trestles, should be apportioned

emong the parties and that the cost of the adjacent earth fills

and the pavement thereon should be borne by the applicant.

Owing to the fact that no existing grade crossings are
eliminated by this grede separation, it is believed that the ap-
plicant should be assessed a major portion of cost. It eppears
Jjust gnd reasonable that the epplicant should bear 75% of the
cost of this separation,.the remaining 25% to be dorne by the
two railroads, the rallroads' portion to be divided on the basis
of the cost of the structure over thelir respectlive tracks, whioh
amounts to 554 of the railroads' portion to the Northwestern Pacifle
Reilroad Company or 14% of the total cost and 45% of the railroads®
portion to Arcate and Mad River Railroad or 11% of the total coste

The record in this proceeding does not appear to Justify
the Commission to deviate from its usual practice, as requested by
the Arcata and Mad River Rallroad, of assessing the cost beiween
the parties on a percentage basis.

The People of the State of California, on reletion of
the Department of Public Works, Division of Highways, having made
epplication to this Commission for an order authorizing the construc-
tion of State Highway, known as Road I-Hum~l-, over‘the tracks of
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compeny and Arcata and Mad River Rail-
road CQmpanf, in the vicinity of the Ciity of Arcata, County of
‘Pumboldt, State of California, a public hearing having been held,
the Commission being apprised of the facts, the matter being under
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sutmission and ready for deoision, therefore

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission and authority be
and the same is hereby grented to the People of the State of |
California, on relation of the Department of Public Torks,
Division of Highweys, to construct em overgrade crossing of
Stete Highway, known as Road I-Eum-1-1, over the tracks of North-
western Pacific Fallroad Company and Arcata and Med River Rail-
road Company in the vicinity of Arcata, County of Humboldt, Stete
of Celifornia, substantially in accordence with the detailed plans
filed in this proceeding amd &t & location as shown by the map,
merked Exhidit "4" attached to the cpplication. ‘

'mat'pomion of said viaduct over the tracks of North-

western Pacific Railroad Company shall be identified as Crossing

No. 5-294.3-4 and the portion over the track of irceta and Mad
River Railroad shell be identified as Cressing Noe 15-4.6=4e

Said overhead crossing shall be constructed subject to
the following conditions:

(1) The cost of anstruction of sald overgrade cross-
-ing, mcludihg approach trestles between and including bulkheads
shall be borre seventy-five (75) per cent by applicant, fourteen
(14} per ceat by Northwestern Pecific Reflroed Company end eleven
ini per cent by Arcate and Mad River Railroad Company. The cost
of dpproach eaerthwork fills, including paving, shall de vorne by
applicant,

(2) Applicent skell, within ninety (90) deys from the
date hereoi‘, ~rile with this Commission a certlfied copy or copies
of sgreement or agreenents detweoen thel interested parties re;.a.tive
to division of cost of construction and maintenance of saild over-

grade crossing. Said agreement shell be subject to the approval

ol this. Commission.
D




(3) Said oxossing shall be constructed with clearances

oconforming to the provislions of this Commission's General Orders

Nos. 26=C and 64—A.

(4} Applicent shall, within thirty (30} deys from the
date hereof notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion
of the installation of sald crossing.

(S) If sai1d orossing shall not have been installed
within one‘y-eai- Irom the date of this order, the authorization
herem'granted shell then lapse and become void, unless further
time 18 granted by subsegquent order. ‘

For all other purposes the effective date of this
ordor shall be twernty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

Dated at Sam Francisco, Celifornia, this éé day

of i%le‘»_«‘éa__ 1929.

Cbx’:m)x gssioners.




