
Decision No. ~) ~ r'o. J /1 ___ ._.~'_r_~_,_·_~,r~. ____ • 

BEFORE T".!.E R .. ULRO.AD COND.~i!SS!ON OF T'.rIZ ST ... .;,TS OF CALIFORl.'II~. 

) 
!n the u=atter of the i..pplication ) 
or COt"N7[ O:B' j'~~ED (viewers' ) 
petition), to construct ro~d, ) 
Second ROQd District, across lan's ) 
or Southern Pacific Con~any. ) 
---------------------------) 

~pplicat1on No. 15500. 

s. P .. ('...alvin, tor County of !,:erceli. 

:BY 7'c~ CO:;:!~:rSS!OK: 

R. 7[ .. Eobbs, for S.outhern ?acific 
Comr:o.ny. 

OPI~ION -------

In this applico.ti on '\';hicb. is tiled in the for:o. ot 0. 

viewers' :!Iet1 tion, the County of !'.'!erceo.. rCCluests authority to 

construct a crossing ~t grade \':i th the track of the Southern 

Pacific CO.:lpo.ny in 'the vicinity 0": Sierrc. V1cta. A :public hec.r-

:tne y,',,":;; held at ~.:crced on Juno 6, 1~29, beforo EXe.1':liner Satter-

-.. ;hi to, e.n"d. at thi~ hearing tl'l.c ::::letter '\Vas "to.l<en under $uoltissi on. 

~o crosc1ng re~ucstod is ncar the southerly line of 

11:e-rced County about two t::OUS&'1Q. {2 ,000) feet north of the Chow-

C!lillc. River, w::':l.ch fOr;Lls the oou:::lclc.:-y line "lith Mc.d.cra County_ 

In the vicinity o~ -:he propozed. crossin.; the ::oa11roe.d rlght-of-

ing in ::. no=tlwlcstc:-ly a:ld ,:;ou thecsterly rlirect10n and in a ,gcn-

roaC: roquectcC: i::1 the viewe=~' ,oti tion v!ould. extend eo.stcrly 
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zouthcrlr line or S0ct::'on 11, T. S S.) R. 15 E. ~\:our. t 

:nablo 3. ~ ~/:. r:-Ol~l the zout: .. :west corne'!' of that c~ction ot the 

Sto.te :S:iS~V;o.y, e u.isto.,ncc o:t approxira.o.tely s~vcn-.eishts ot e 

:J.i::'c. T.ais :-OU";O n:ccc..csi tc.tec t!'~e c:roszing wi tb. Sou~heI"n Pc.cific 

t:-c.cl-:z, \':l1ich 1s th.e s'Uo;ect of this l)roceeding. 

The ?urpoce ot this ro~~ is to fu=nisb. an outlet to the 

Stat~ ~~eh~~y :tor so~thoounu travel tro~ c. u.1st=1ct immed1ately 

no=t:b. 0:: Chowchilla R! ver anc. west 0: the :!iehwo.y mld r~il=oc.d. 

~ls dis t=ict is now :re~c~cu. by So road c.long t!lC \'1estorly sid.c 

ot Section 11, crossing the t::"ock about one mile northweste=ly 

!:-Otl the crossix:-e herein sO'J.t:r.t~ anc. tor t::-c.tl'1c to end tro:n ~.:e::,

ce~),t~e. County seat, o.nd oth~r no:-the=ly po~nts, this outlet is 

e??~rcntly a~e~uete.For t=avel to cnd trom pOints to the south-

V\a::'c:.~ h owevt;::-) th,1=;:; c=ossins is not so conver..ient and the ::.d-

~itio~el c~os3ine is ro~u0sted. 

T'.:le town ot Chowchillc) I.:o.dera County, C~ito=nie., is 

cO!lsic..erF.:cly nee.rc:= t!lo.¥J. iiiel'ccci, anI! ID.uch of the trading e.n..:l bus-

iness 0: the residentz of "this dist:-ict is transacted. in Chow-

chilla. L.t the pl"ese~t tille use is m.o.d.e of Do ?rivo.te crossing 

near the zitc of the c=oss~ne pro?osed in the ~,pllcetion. 

~c t:-uck to be crossed is the main line of Southern 

?Dcit1c Com.'~"1.Y 'between Lathrop ana. Fresno, over w11ich both fre1eh t 

llnu :? e~senger t:::"ai:::::..s :::lOVC at Llliximum. allowable speed. The reco:-d. 

~hows d.e.ily Llovcucnt of ten (lO} passenger t=c.:l.nz ::mel, in addition, 

e. numbe= ot freight trains. Southern Pacific Co~pany entered an 

e,peerencc ct the he~rin6 cnQ proteste~ the 6r~~ting of the app11-

cation. 
The dist=ict is sparsely settled, there being but three 

or four houses 1n the vicinity, and. while the mal) tiled at the 
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='caring indicateo rouo.s '.::oth zoutherly end. westerly trom. the 

westerl.y terminus 01" the proposed !"oad, th~:;c roeds do not exist 

as public roads > :renc~~ being :;;.aintained across both. ~;e are 

of' the opinion t~e.t it the crossing were installed it would have 

\l very limited u!';e. !t ~Qy 'bt: that as t:t:.c distr1ct develops 

public necc3city ~~ ro~uire the o,ening o~ a crossing at this 

~oint but at ~resent it ~oe~ not appeur that the convenience-to 

t"e tew :eoi<ie:lts V:h1ch t!J.e C",o'SSin~ WO~l<i tu:::nis~ts). su::':'lcient 

to justify t::'e inste.ll:.::.ti on or m.L ad€1 tionc..l publiC c::·ossj.ng wi tb. 

a ~cin line ruilrocd with its attcndent hezards. 

T:.e £l:1plication will 'be denied and ~h~ :Collowing tom. 

of order will, therc~ore) be entered: 

~e Boc.rd. 0-: St.:.pervisors of :J:erced CO'~nty having tiled 

With this COz=:llssion, under the provisions of S;ect10n No. 2094 

ot the Political Code of Callfornia, c. certified copy of the 

petition to treeholders in said County tor the construction or 

a cc::'tc.in road toecthcr with a c0rt11'ied copy ot the order et.~he 

Board or Supervisors appointing viewers to view said road, which 

reed crosses the treck e.nd. right-of-way of the Southern ?aci:::"ic 

Co~pe.ny in the vicinity ot Sierra Vista, n public hearing having 

been held 7.:nd the COT!ll:ll.ission being e.,prisecl of the teets, the 

natter be1ne under subui~s10~ and ready tor decision, therefore 

IT IS E~BY ORDERED that the above ent1 tlec. app11ca-

tion be ~~d it is hereby denie~. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 



days ~rom the date he~eot. ~ /}7 Dated. at San F~ancisco, Calltol"nie., this -:/-:....;;:;.;~_ day 

or _.~~...::;:ga~ ______ , 1929. 


