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Decision No .. _~;";'.;;,L....;"_' ,,-,.;;...;..;,)_-: .. 

BEFORE TEZ RA.JI.ROA:;) COMMISSION OF THE STATE. OF CALIFOIU'aA. 

I:l the lratter or the App~ica~1on }. 
o:t SA~"TO NO,EWtt"'F.&"'{ BAIL'7AY } 
tor permiss ion to cons,truct a ~ine' l 
or rallroe.d across the. tracks or } 
Southern Pacific- COI:lpa:oy at grade ); 
Ilear V8.:lden~ So~ano County ~ 1 
~11rorn1a~ and. tor all order prescr.!.bing) 
the manner ane. the terms of 1nstall.::t- } 
tio:a:.,. operu t ion" ma1ntens..nce~ use,. and ): 
protection. of: said crossing. )' 

Application 
No,. 1.5828. 

I-N .. Bradshaw,. tor A.pplicant~ 

BY T:b':! CC~SIO!i:: 

K .. ~. FoUlds,. ror Southern Pacific 
Company,. Protestant. 

Sacramento Northern Eriilwa.y,. e. corporation, ha.s pe11tionect 

tho Railroad Commission for an ord.er author~1ng the construction 

or a line or railroad. at grade: across. the tracks or the Southern 

P~ciric Company near the ~uthern Pacifie Company's stat10n at 

Vanden~ County or Solano,. sUd. o,rder to prescribe the manner 

~d. terms or i:l.stallation,. o'peration, maintenance,. use ~d 

protection or said. eross1ng. 

A pUblic hearing on this application was cond.ucte~ by 

Exam"i.ner R:lndtord at s.m :E'ra.ncis.:co,. the mo.tter was, d.uly submitted 

and is now ready tor decision .. 

'!he proposed. ~lne or railroad 1 s to be constructect under 

authority or the Inter~tate Commere& Commission (Finane& Docket 

6635,. ~54,. I.e .. c .. 6.51 and. will e:rrect a connect ion between tha 

m:a.1n ~1ne or Sacro.mento Northorn Railway and its. Suisun B:ra.noh. 

~c ~1ne or railroad cons1sting or a single trac~ will extand 

from a pOint near Creed. on e..p,p~ic ant. "s. :=.a.in line,. Il distance: or 
approxima tel.y 7:.5. miles in 0.. northwe.sterly' directi on to' a point on 

tlla SUisun. 3:-anch called. Vacaville' J'u::lct1on. The SOu them. Pae11"'ic 



Company =.:lintainc Co. double t:c.c:~ !llain line i:::1 the vic1n:1,ty of the 

p:::-oposed crossine which applic~nt proposes to cross at z'rade. 

4pp=oaching the croscing from the south, the proposed track is 

on ~ 0.25 ?ercc~t ~sccndlns erade ·which 1ncreases ~o l.OO percent 

L~edi~tely north of the cro~sine and reachc~ the s~t ~pproxi-

::iately 300 feet northYve~~erly thereot. 

tracl~ c.esco:lds on Co 0.50 -percont Srade to the junct ion w:l th the 

Suio'lm 3ranch. Tho double truc:i::: line 01' the Southern P.:l.cific 

::::OI:lpany o.P?!"oachin,s the p:::."oposed. crossine; f'ro:n. the west is on U:I. 

ascending ave:aec :rado of O.~9 percent. 

":l.pplicunt ?:i:"os(mted costs tor Co crossing at grade, p::-otected. 

by autome.tic interlockinS plant; by an attended I:lechanic~~l 

interlocking :9lant) and. tor a eradc sepe.ration carrying the 

proposed track over the tracks 01' the Southern Pacific Co~pany. 

Representative tor .a~plicant reco~enc.ed that a grade crossing 

w1th an ~uto~etic i~tcrlockine plant be authorized. 

It 'itas 0zti::.a too. the above proposed cros sing vtould cost 

as :C'ollom;: 

Cone tr"...":.ct 10n 

Au tOI:la t io 1n';cl"lock1ng :;:: 58,418. 

1~ue.l interlocking 

Grade separation llO,379. 

* - .~nual cost of operation • 

COST 
°Roration * 

..~. 1 8"0 'J' ,. .... 

7,790. 

14.-8. 

.I~pl'lican t pro:?oses durinS e.pproxi:Ja:~ely :;i:-:: mO:lth:; of the 

yeaJ: (Xove!':'~er 1 to June 9 ) to o:?-=>rate one '~ra:l.n on an average 

ot three tines 0. \'leek o.nd d1.:.l'ins the balance ot: the yee::: to 

operete O:le trai:l a day. would resu.lt in t'110 mo~e:ments 

over the cross ins on three days ot the week durins si~ months ot 

the year, o.nd tyro :=.ove::lents do. ily d.ur inS the remo.inder ot: the year:. 

Sou.thern ?e.cific Compfu~Y presented testimony showing that on 

~usust 24, 1928, 15 passenser trains and 7 freight trains 



crosse~ the proposad point or crossing ~ an east-boun~ direction 

and. l.7 passenger trains and lO: tl"eight trains in a west-bound 

d.irect.ion.. Y{:!.tness 1'01' the Southern Pll.ci:ric Company- stated. that 

at the time or co~pletion or the railroad bridge across the 

~rqu1nez St:r:a.1~ now u.nder construct.ion,. three n-eight tm.1ns. in 

each direction daily will be ad-Cleo. to· the ~bove tota:.l. 

Southern Faci1'1c Company protested the crossing at grad.e 
t' 

becau.se ot t.he d.el'lYs to its tre.:rric the t would. resul.t. and: asked 

that a separation or gracles be req,uirect. It. was po in t.ed. out. the. t 

the C$.rq"uinez Ericige was being cons:tructe~ at a cost or $lZ"OOO·,.OOO:. 

in ord.er to do away with the delays and. cost or operating the Fort 

Cost:!. Ferry and. that it w.o.s the Southorn Paciric Company's desire 

to ma1ntain a tact an' uninterrupted. service through this territory .. 

Southern Paci!ic w'1tness stated. that the fuet that a speed. l1m.1t 

or 20 miles per hour is re~u1red by the Commission tor all mOve

ments through an automatic interlocking plant would. result 1n tbe 

s1o~1ng up or all its service through this territory. 

Consid.ering the s:nall amount or traf'f'1c on a:p.pli~t"s 

line the. t may be reasonably" expecte<l to, pass over the proposed. 

crossing it does not appear that the ad.~itional expense or con

structing a separation as co=pared. to a grad.e crossing is just1ried 

at this time since ree..sonable prot.~ction can be arrord.ed. t!'!t1ns 

operating over this crossing by mea.o:s or a proper interlocking 

plant and it is conclud.ed. that authority to cro·s:; the tracks 

or the Southern Puc1tic at grad.e· shou~d be granted. 
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pr~poced S~er~~ento ~orthcrn line, it would appear that the 

:;lowins -":'1' ot 0.11 Sou·thern ?s.cif'ic 'tro.1."lc to at least 20 l1liles 

an hour, as,r0~uired by our Gcncr~l .Order 33-~, for an automatic 

interloc:~1ns plant as suseested by applicant) will result 1:0. 

u.:u-ec.sono.ble delay and interference to Southern Po.e :it1c traff'ic, 

and conzec.uently that '~ho plant proposed by e.pplicant is not 0. 

proper '~Yl'e ot protection to inctall at the crocs1ns- It is 

sUGgested that a type of intcr1ock1ne that ~111 reo.u1re Southern 

Pacitic tre.t:'ic to slow down or stop only when the crossing is 

actually occupied by the Sacr~ento Northe=n Railway trai~s 00 

1n~talled.-

o :a D 3 R 

~ public heo.r1n5 navine oeen held on the abovo entitled 

alJplication, the ::a tter having been duly cubmi ttec. D..'"la. the 

Co~a.m1ss:Lon beinS 8.'9p::'ised of 'che ~acts,. 

IT IS ;:z..UEY ORDERED that So.crat:le...'1to Northern l\e.ilway be and 

it 1s hc~eby sran~ed authority to construct ~ line ot railroad at 

srade acroos the tracks of Southern Pacific Co~pany near southern 

Pacific Company's station of V~den) Solano County,Califo:-nia, at 

t~e location hereinafter particularly dosc~ibed ~~d as shown by the 

!!laps atta.ched to the applicn tion alld In.~ked. ~:h.ibi ts Nos. "A") IltB" 

located 1n the SE 1/4 ot the S.7: .• 1/4 of Section 10, 
rI't 5 ,. ":::) l'~ .. D B ~ "! .' t"'...:...... t 40 Yo1 ... • J" .) 0;\. ~'j .) ~.~. • • .... ~.... J.n _",;,.;oun y O.l. 0, . 

State. of California, and more ~e.r·cicd.e.rlY described 
8.$ ~o~~ow:;: 

The surveyed line of the Sacramento Northern Rai~way 
oro:;sos 'I;ho G.oublo track line of' the southern Pacific 
company at a point wh:!..ch coars NorthoCl.st .aJ.ong thE) 
Southe ~ Pacific 'craclt a distance or 2730 teet more' 
or 10so ~rom the ~oad block of the zp~ track at Vanden 
Station on the Southern PacifiC, the looatod lino o~ the 
Sacramento ~ortherll Railway mak1ng an angle ot 83

0 
58 t' 

with the Southern Pacific track at the Doint ot crossing-

Said crossine shall be con~tructed subject to the fol1o\~ne 

cone. it ions: 
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1- The entire expen~0 ot constructing the cros~ine7 
includ~ns the interlocking plant, together with cost 
of its ::.aintenance tl:ereatter in sood and first olass 
condition, ohall be Jorne by applioant. 

2- Said crossing shall ce protected by a mechanical 
cabinet int0~10ckln2 plant with home signals governing 
movements on the Sout~ern Pacific company's tracks 
nor--ally clear, said plant to conform with the pro -
visions of the Co~isslotits General Order ~o.S3-~ 
eover.nlne instullation and oporation of interlocking 
plants, and pl~S thereot ~~all be sub:ittod to tho 
Co=~sslon tor approval before construction is co~ncod. 

3- '!:f so.icl c:::-ossinS shall not have been il1stalled 
within one year fro~ the date ot this order, the 
authorization horein grunted shall then lapse and beco~e 
void ~~less further tloe is granted by subse~uent order. 

~_ Tnl) Co:1l!iliss1or... roservos tllo risht to rJ.o.ko S Ilcn 
further order or order::; :::-clative '~o tlle location, 
oonstruction, ope::ation, maintenanoe and protection of 
said crossing as to it may ::;eem rieht and proper and to 
revoke its ?ermission i~) in its juds~ent, tho public 
convenience ~~d neccasity demand such action. 

The authority he:::-ein sranted shall become ef~ective on 

the &ate hereof. 

this ~~day of 


