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BEFORz THE RAILROAD COMISSION OF THE STATE.OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application )

of SACRAMENTO NORIEEIRN RAILWAY

Tor permission %o construct a lLine )

of railroad across the tracks of )i

Southern Pacific Company at grade )3

rear Vanden, Solano County, )] Application

California, and for an order prescribing) No. 15828.

the manner and the terms of Installa- )

tiom, operation, maintenance, use, and )

protection. of sald crossing. )
L.N. Bradshaw, for Applicant,
EJ. Foulds, for Southern Pacirfic

Compexy, Protestant.
Y THS CCIQIISSION:

QP INION

Sacramento Northern Railway, a corporation, has petitioned
the Railroad Commission for an order suthorizing the construction
of a iline of railroad at grade across the tracks of the Southern
Pacific Company near the Southern RPaciric Company's station at
Vanden, County of Solamo, scid order to prescribe the manner
and terms of installation, operation, maintenance, use and
protection of said ¢rossing.

A public heering on this-application was conducted by
Exzminer Zandford at San Franclsco, the matter was duly submitted
&nd is now réady for decision.

The proposed line orf rallrcad is to be consfructed undexr
authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission (Finance Docket
6633, 154, I.C.C. 65) and will efrect a connection between the
main line of Saeramento Northorn Rallway and its Sulsun Branch.
The line of railroad consisting orf a single treck will extend
from a polint near Creed on applicant®s main line, & distance of

approximately 7.5 miles Iin o northwesterly direction to a point on

the Suisun Branch called Vacawille Junction. The Southern Paeific
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Comperny maintainc a doudle track main line In the vicinilty oI tae
roposed crossing which applicant oroposes o cross atb grade.
Lpproeching the croscing from the souta, the proposed track is
on & 0.25 pexcent zscending grade wiaich increases 0 L.00 percent
lomediavely north of the crossing and reacihes the surmit cpproxi-
mately 800 feet northwesterly thereofl. From talils point the
track descends on & 0.50 percont grade to the Junction wilth the
Suizun Zranch. Tho double track line of the Southern Pacific
Company tpproaching the proposed crossing from the west is on oo
ascending averaze gsrade of 0.49 percent.

applicant prosented costs for & crossing at grade, protected
by autometic Interlocking plent; by an attended mechanical
intexrlockin
proposed - tracks of the Southern Pacific Company.
Represenvative ror.applicant.recommended That & grade cerossing
with an cutometic interlocking plant be authorized.:

Tt wes estimated the above provosed crocszing would cost
es follows:

BSTINATED COsT
Construction Operation *

Autonmatic interlocking 3 38,418. B 1,820
ienuel interlocking 54,541. 7,790,

Grade secparation 110,379. 14S.

* ~ ALnnual cost of operation.

Applicant »propeses during epproxinately six moaths of the
year (November 1 to June § ) %0 operate one trainm on an averese
of Taree times 2 week and during the balance of the yeexr 10
operate one train a day. Tals would result in two mogements
over the croszing on varec days of the week during six months of
tae year, and two movements daily during the remainder of the yéar.
Southern Pecific Company presented testimony showing that on
august 24, 1928, 15 passenger trains and 7 fLreigat trains
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crossed the proposed point of crossing im an east-béund direction
and 17 passenger trains and 10 freight trains in e west-bound
direction. Witness f'or the Southern Paciric Company stated that
at the time of completion or the railroad bridge across the
Cerquinez Straii now under construction, three Ireight trains in
each direction daily will be acdea 4o the above total.

Southern Pacific Company protested the crossing at grade
becaunse of the delays to 1tsrtrarric what would resukt and asked
that a separation or grades be required. It was pointed out that
the Carquinez Bridge was being constructed at a cost or $12,000,000.
in order %o do away with the delays and ¢oOst orf operating the Port
Costa Ferry and that it was the Southern Pacific Compeny's desire
te maintain a fast and uninterrupted service through this territery.
Southern Paciric witness stated that the fuet that a speed limit
o 20 miles per hour is required by the Commission for all move~-
ments through an automatic Iinterlocking plant would resuit in the
slowing up of all its service through this territory.

Considering the small amount oX trarfic on applicant’s
line that may be reasonably expected to pass over the proposed
crossing It does not appear that the additional expense of con-

structing a separation as compared to a grade crossing is justiried

at this time since reasonable protection can be arrorded trains

operating over this crossing by means Or a proper interlocking
pliant and it 1s concluded that authority to ¢ross the tracks

oL the Southern Pgelfic at grade should be granted.




govever, considering the small amount of traffic upon the
propoced Sacremento Noruhern line, it would appedr vhet the
slowing up of all Southern Paciflc trains to at least 20 mlles
an hour, as, required by our General Order I3-4, Tor an automatic
interlocking plant as suggested by spplicant, will result 1n
unrecsonable deley and interfereace to Southern Pacifie traffic,
and conseguently that the plant proposed by applicant is not &
proper type of protection to install atl the crossing. It i
cuggested that o type of interlociking that will reguire Southern
Deeitic traflic to slow down or stop only when the crossing is

actually occupied by the Sacramento Northemm Railway trains be
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A public aearing hoving been held on the above entitled
application, the matter having been duly submitted and the
Commission beinc auvprised of the laets,

IT IS rEXIISY ORDERED that Sacramento Northern Reilway be and
1% is heredby gransed suthority to comstruct & line of railroad at
zrade across Yhe tracks of Southern Pacific Company near Southern

ecific Compeny's station of Tonden, Soland County,Californis, 2%
the location hereinafter varticularly described and‘as shown by *the
zeps attached to the application and marked Exhiblits Nos. A7, "8Y

a "ot |

Iocated in the ST 1/4 of the S.W. 1/4 of Section 10,
Te 5 Ney Re 1 T, eDeB. & M. in the Sounty of Yolo,
State of Jalifornia, end more perviederly described

s Tollows:

The surveyed line of the Sacremento Northern Rallway
crozsos the Goublo track line of the Southern Paclific
Company &t @ point which dears Northeast along the
Southerr Pacific track a dlstence ©f 2730 feet more

or loss from the acad block of the spur track at Venden
Stetion on the Southern Pacific, the located lindoof the
Sacremento Northern Rellway meking an engle of 83~ 587
with the Southern Pecific track at the point of crossing.

Sald erossing shall be constructed subject to the folibwing

conditions:




1= The entire cxpense of consiructing the crossing,
including the interlocking plent, together with cost
of its maintenance shereafter in good and first class
condition, shell be dorne by applicant.

3~  Said crossing shall be protected by & mecaanical
cabinet insorlockinz plant with home signals governing
movements on the Soutaern Pacific Compeny’s tracks
norzelly clear, sald plant to conform with the pro =
visions of the Commission's General Order No.30-4
governing installation erd oporation of interlocking
plants, and plaas thereol saall be sthzltted to the
Cormiscion for approvel before construction is commenced.

3= If cald ecrossing shall not have bdeen instelled
within one year Crom the date of this order, the
euthorizesion nerein zranted shell then lapse and become
vold unles:z fursher tinme is granted by subsequent order.

4= Tho Commission roserves the right to make such
Mether order or orxders relative o the location,
construction, operation, meintenance and protection ol
said ecrossing ac 0 1t may seem rigkt and proper and %o
revoke its vermission if, in its Judgment, the public
convenience and necessity demand such action.

The authority herein granted saall become effective on

the date hereof.

Dated &t San Francisco,

~,1529.




