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Application No. 15637. 

Mr. C. E. Grayson, District Attorney, 
tor ~plicant County of Tuolumne. 

Mr. w. ~. Newell, for S1erra Re1lw~v 
Company, Protestant. 

BY mE CC$.nr"SSIQ.."{: 

!n the ~bove entitled ~pplication an order is sought 

~uthoriz1ng a line ohanee, together with the widening of the 

grade crossing Of a county road (No. 39-54.4) over the Sierra 

Ra1lway Company's Main L1ne at Ralph Station, Tuolumne County. 

A public hearing was conduoted by Ex~~1ner W11li~ 

at Sonora on August 16th, 1929. 

Applicant alleges that the present crossing of the 

county road over the tracks of the Sierra Ra1lway has been 1n use 

tor the past twenty-rive (25) years and th~t a separation of 

gredes is impracticaole on account ot the prohibitive cost. 

The S1erra Railway Co~pany ~rotests the change of el1gn-

!!lent ot the crossing, as sj,own on the map o.ttaohec. to the ap:plica

tion, and contends that the ~glc of the crossing should be more 

nearly at risb.t angles to th~~ main, tr~ck than is proposed 'by 

e.Dplice.nt. ':i:'he ra.ilroad, however, does not p:::-otest the im.:pl:ove

:t:lent or widenine; o'f the c!'oss:1ng. 
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This grade orossing is located et Ral~h Statio~on the 

Sierra Railway, which is c. t the sU!Olll1 t of the hill oe1;ween Tuolumne 

and Sonora. The present road crosses Southern Pacif1c Com,any's 

::lain l1ne at an engle o'! about seventy-r1ve (75) degroes and, in 

add1 t1on, th.ree adjoining side tre.cks, two or wh1ch are owned by 

the Sierra Bailw~v Co~ony and the other by the P1ckering Lumoer 

Company, not a common carrier. The highway alignment is on a 

C':ll"Ve on both sides of the tracks. The grade of approe.cb. at the 

present crossing is approximately three (3) per cent to the west 

~d one (1) per cent on the eest. 

The County now proposes to im~rove the roa~ end change 

the ~gle or crossing to ~bout twenty-eight (28) ~egrees by extend

ing the roadwe.y to the west o'ver the traok, thence on a ou::ve to 

the right with radius or ~bout eieht h~~dred fifty (8S0) teet. 

The grede of the tracks ~t the cross1ng and fo~ e short 

distance e~ch side thereof is approximately level; on each side of 

th1s level section, however, the traok desoends on c three (3) ,er 

cent grade. The roed, as now conctructed, crosses the trogs or 
one of the spur traoks and in close proxtm1ty to a trog ot another. 

track. 

The Pickering Lumber COI:.P8.ll~~ts re.il:::-oad hilS its inter

change with the Sierra R~.ilwe.y Company at R<,u:ph Station and ce.rs 

are switched to end trom their respective tracks over this oross-

1~. ~\ll tra1ns on ~he s~erra Rai1wey stop before crossing tne 

highway ~d register at Ralph Station. There are two ~assenger 

trains and tour freight trains normally operated over the s1erra 

Ra11we.y Company's line daily, with no n1ght opers.tion. Freight 

tra1ns do t~equent switohing over th1s crossing, ell trains oper

ating at a s,eed ot aoout tour miles per hour over the cros~ins. 

Ur. Ernest H. Hodges, County Supervisor, under whose 

supervision the 1mprova~ent ot the county road is being made, 

testitied that he objected to the present e11gnment ot the grade 
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crossing rete~red to here1n,due to the fact that the ourves on 

the highw~ oannot be superelevated over the traok and, 1n h1s 

opinion, the crossing proposed by the County would be the sefest 

tor the travelling public. He elso testi~ied that considerable ot 

the veh1cular tratt1c travelled at high rates ot speed in the 

viCinity 01' the p~,osed crossing and, theretore, a straight 

crossing over the tracks would be safer than one on a curve, be

cause a curved crossin~ presents a hazard to ~ vehicle it travelling 

at a high rate or speed, unless su?erelevated. 

w. 3:. Newell, Assiston t Genere.l Manager for the Sierra 

Railway, expressed a~ opinion that a crossing oonstructed O~ the 

alignment proposed by !!.pp11cent would be more b.~ze.rc.ous than one 

constructed. mo:::oe :learly at right an.gles to the t:-ack. In support 

otth1s ,osition, he stated that: 

(~) The crossing proposed oy applicant over the 
r~11road is much longer than woUld be the case it the 
angle is increased; 

(b) 1.. sligh. t curve in the road\qay would tend to 
reduoe the speed of vehicule~ traffic; end 

(c) T~e driver's view is tmproved with the 'cross
ing being on the greater ~~51e)as the h16h~ay and 
!":::.1lroad to the east ot 'the o!"ossiIlg diverge on e.n angle 
o~ ~proximately 28 degrees. 

Atter oa!"etully considering all of the evidence in this 

case, it o.ppeers th~t the proper ty'?e 0: crossing to 1n:;te.ll, with 

respeot to alienment, is one where the highway end main line t::-ack. 

ot the Sie:-re, Ra11way will cross e .. t !~n angle ot :lpprOX1m.e.tely 50 de

srees. This type ot crossing will n(acessi te.te slight curves in the 

highway on either side of the track 1)ut it curves are selected with 

~ reason~ble length of re.d.11, they should not present 8. serious 

haze.rd to the vehioular trartic 1:1 this location. J..lso such Co 

crossi:cg will be easier to maintain than would be the case or a 

crossins alone the line ,roposed by applicant. 
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O:rtDE~ 

The Boerd 0 f SUJ,') erv"i $I~ l's ot the County ot Tuol Ullllle, 

st~te of California, having filed with this Commission an epp11ca-

t1cn ~o~ permission to reoonstruct ~d w1aen tho present road 

crossi:g No. 3g-54.4 across the traoks ot the Sierra Reilway Com

pany, a public hearing having been held, the Commission being ap-
prised or the tacts, the matter being under submission and re~dy 

for deoision, therefore, 

!T IS HEE!3Y ORDE?~ that permission and authority be end 

it is hereby granted to the Board ot Supervisors ot the Co~~ty or 
Tuolumne, state of California, to reoonstruct and 1m~rove the pub

lic highway at Brade ao~oss the tracks ot the Sierra Railway Com-

Said crossing to be constructed subject to the tollow

ing conditions, n~ely: 

(1) Said crossing shall be constructed in accordanoe 

with a plan to be submitted by applicant within sixty (60) days 

tram the date ot th1s order end subject to the Comm1ss1on.s ap

proval. Said plan shell provide an angle ot approximately 50 de

grees and a width or not less then twenty-tour (24) teet nor more 

th~ thirty (30) teet. 

(2) The e~ense ot eonstr~otine the orossing outside or 

lines t,'to (2) teet outs1de of the outside rails shall be oorne by 

e~~11eent. The cost ot constructing.the oross1ng between lines two 

(2) teet outside ot the outsice rails shall be borne by the Sierra 

~ilway co~p~y. The cost ot ~intenanoe ot that portion ot seid 
~ 

orossi::lg outside of lines two (2) teet ou'tside ot th:e "outside rails 

shall be borne by app11can t. The main teo.ence ot tho.tportlon ot the 
" '. 

eros:::;1ng between linos two (Z) teet outs1de of the outside ralls 

shall be borne by the Sierr~ Railw~y. No portion ·or the cost here1n 
. 

essessed to applicant for the construction or maintenance ot sa1d 

orossing. shall be assesaed by applicant, in ~y manner Whatsoever, 

to the operative property of Sierra Railway company. 



(3) The crossing shall ce oonstructed with grades ot 

~pproach not greater than three (3) per cent; shall oe constructed 

e~ual or sUDerior to standard NO.3, as specified in General Order 

No. 72 or this Commission; sh~ll be protected by two Standard No. 1 

crossing signs, as specified in General Order No. 75 ot this Com

~ission ~d shall in every way be ~ade sUitable tor the ~assase 

thereon of vehicles end other road trartic. 

(4) Applicant shell, within thirty (30) deys there-

atter, noti!y this Commission, in writine, or the completion or 

the installation ot said crossing. 

(5) It said crossing shall not h~ve been installed 

within one year from the date ot this order, the ~uthorization 

herein granted shall then lapse and become void, unless further 

time is gr~ted by subsequent order. 

(6) The Commission reserves the right to meke such fur-

ther orders, reletive to the location, construction, operation, 

:ai~tenance and protection ot seid crossing, as to it may seem 

right end proper and to revoke its permission it, in its judg,

ment, the public convenience ~nd necessity demand such ~ct1on. 

The ~uthor1ty herein granted shall beoome errective on 

the date hereof. 
Co". -

~_at San ~anc1sco, California, this t10 
ot_--'l~o.c:.:;¥-.;;;.z.;:;....,,;~ ____ , 1929. 
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