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In the Matter of the Application of
TIE COWNTY OF TUOLMNE for en oxder
authorizing the improvement and wide
ening of grade crossing Number
59=54.4 over the Sierra Railway Come
Pany's rain line in the vicinity of
Ralphe

Apnlicetion No. 15637,

L WL WL PR D L 4

¥r. C. E. Grayson, District Attorney,
for Applicent County of Tuolumne.

Mr. W. H. Newell, for Sierra Railway
Compeny, Protestant.

3Y TEE CQOITISSICN:

In the 2bove entitled applicetion an order is sought
authorizing o line change, together with the widening of the
grade ¢rossing of a county road (No. 39-54.4) over the Sierra
Reillway Compenyt's Mein Line at Reiph Station, Tuolumne County.

A public hearing wes conduoted by Examiner Williems
at Sonore on August 16th, 1929.

Aspplicant slleges that the present crossing of the

county road over the tracks of the Sierra Rellway has been in use

Tor the past twenty-five (25) years and that a separation of
gredes 1s impracticadle on account of the prohibitive cost.

The 3Slerra Rallway Company »rotests the change of eligne
nent of the crossing, as shown on the mep attached to the applica-
tion, end contends thet the zngle of the crossing should be more
nearly at right angles to the mein track than 1is proposed by
epplicent. The rallroead, however, does not protest the improve~

nent or widening of the ¢rossing.




Thls grade crossing is located at Relvh Station, on the
Slerra Railway, which is =t the summit of the hill between Tuoluxne
end Sonora. The present »oed erosses Southern Pacific Companyts
Dain line at an =ngle of edout seventy-Tive (75) degrees and, in
addition, three adjoining side tracks, two of which are owned by
the Sierra Reilway Company and the other by the Pickering Lumber
Company, not a common carrier. The highway alignment is on a
curve on bvoth sides of the traéks. The grade of approach at the
dresent crossing 1s approximately three (3) per cent to the west
ard one (1) per cent on the east.

The County now proposes to improve the rosd and change
angle of crossing %o abous twenty-elght (28) degrees by extend-
the rosdway %o the west over the track, thence on a curve to
right with radius of shbout eight hundred fifty (850) feet.

The grede of the tracks 2t the crossing and for e shoxt

Gistance ecch side thereof is spyproximetely level; on each side of
this level section, however, the track descends on ¢ three (3) per
cent grade. The »oed, =s now conctructed, crosses the frogs of

ore of the spur tracks and in close proxtﬁity to a frog of another.

tracke.

The Pickering Lumber Company's railroad has its inter-

change with the Sierra Reilwey Compsny at Relph Station snd cers
exre switched 0 and from thelr respective tracks over this cross-
ing. All treins on the Sierra Railwey stop defore crossing the
highwey and register at Relph Station. There are two passenger
trains and four Ireight trains normally operated over the Sierra
Railwey Company's line daily, with no night operstion. Freight
trains do frequent switching over thils crossing, ell trains oper-
eting at a speed of adbout four miles per hour over the crossing.
Kr. Ermest H. Zodges, Cownty Supervisor, under whosé
supervision the improvement of the county roed is being made,
testified that he odjected to the present alignment of the grade
-




¢rossing referred to herein,due to the fact that the curves on

the highwey cennot be superelevated over the track and, in his
opinion, the crossing proposed by the County would be the safest

for the travelling public. He elso testified that consideradle of
the vehicular traffic travelled at high rates of speed in the
vicinity of the nroposed crossing and, therefore, & straight
erossing over the traciks would be safer then one on a curve, be-
cause & curved c¢rossing presents a haZerd-to a vehicle if travelling

at & high rate orf speed, unless supereleveted.

W. H. Newell, Assistont Generel Nansger for the Sierra

Rallwey, expressed an opinion that s crossing construcved on the
slignment proposed dy spplicent would be more hazerdous than one
constructed more nearly at right angles to the track. In support
ofthls position, he steted thes:
(a) The crossing proposed oy epplicant over the
rellroad is much longer than wouwld be the case if the
angle is increased;

(d) & slight curve im the roadway would tend %o
reduce the speed of vehicular traffic; end

(¢) The driver's view is improved with the cross-
ing belng on the greater angle, as the highway and
roilroad to the east of the crossing diverge on sn angle
ol approximately 28 degrees.

After cerefully considering all of the evidence in this
cese, 1t appeers that the proper type of crossing o install, with
respect to alignment, is one where the highway and main line track
of the Slerre Rallway will cross at an angle of cpproximetely 50 de-
grees. Thls type of crossing will necessitete slizht curves in the
highwey on either sicde of the track but i curves are selected with
2 reasonadle length of redii, they should not nresent & serious
hazerd to the veniocwlar traffic in this location. Also such =

crossing will be easier to maintain then would be the cese of =

crossing elong the line »nroposed by applicant.




CRDER

The Board of Supervisbrs of the County of Tuolumne,
Stete of Celifornis, having filed with this Commission an spplice-
Tion for pexrmissior to reoconstiruct and wliden the present road
crossing No. 39«54.4 across the tracks of the Sierra Railway Com-
Pany, @ dublic hearing having been held, the Commission being ap-~
prised of tae facts, the matter being under submission and reedy
for decision, therefore,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERID that permission and suthority be snd
it is heredy granted to the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Tuolumne, State of California, to reconstruct and improve the pub-
lic highway at grade across the tracks of the Sierra Railway Com-
pany, Crossing No. 39=54.4.

' Said c¢rossing to be constructed subject to the follow-
ing conditions, nemely:

(1) Safd crossing shall be constructed in accordance
with a plan to be submitted by epplicant within sixty (60) days
from the date of this order and subject to the Commission's ap=~

»rovel. Said plan shell provide sn angle of aoproximately 50 de=

grees and a width of not less then twenty-four (24) feet nor more

than thirty (30) feel.

(2) The expense of comstructing the crossing outside of
lines two (2] feet outside of the outside rails shall be bome dy
spplicant. The cost of consiructing . the crossing between lines two
(2) Zeet oﬁtside ol the outsice rails shall Ye borne by the Sierra
Reilway Company. The cost of maointenance of that portion of seaid
crossing outside of lines two (2) feet outside of'kﬂe“outside rails
shall be borne by spplicant. The maintenance of that;po;tion of the
¢roscing between lines two (2) feet outside.or *the outsiﬁo reils
shell be borme by the Sierrs Reilwsy. No portion of the cost herein
essessed to applicent for the construction or maintedance of saild

erossing shell de assessed by applicant, in eny menner whatsoever,

to the operative property of the Sierra Rallwey Company.
-l




(8) The crossing shall be comstructed with grades of
epproach not greater than three (3) per cent; shall be constructed
egual or superior to Standerd No. 3, as speclfied in General Order
Xoa 72 of this Commission; shall be protected by two Standard No. 1
crossing cigns, as specified in Genersl Order No. 75 of this Com=
mission end shall in every way be made suitadle for the ressage
thereon of vehicles and other road traffic.

(4) Appllicant chell, within thirty (30) deys there-
after, notify this COmmissiqn, in writing, of the completion of
the instellation of seid crossing.

(8) TIf sald crossing shell not have been installed
within one yeer Irom the date of this oxder, the authorization
hereln granted shall then lapse and become vold, unless further
time 1s granted dy sudbsequent order.

(6) The Commission reserves the right to meke such fur-
thexr orders, reletive to the location, construction, operation,
zaiztenance and protection of seid crossing, as to it may seem
right end proper =nd to revoke its permission if, in its judge
ment, the public convenience and necessity demend sueh sction.

The suthority herein granted shall become effective on

the date hereot.
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EEQ@Q,at San Jrancisco, Celifornia, this ,iD dey

of Ah,‘*¢~¢ix»—’ , 1929.
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