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Decision Noe. 2 f 6 S:r 2
BEFORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

W. IESTER TAEOMPSON for a certificate
of public convenience and necessity

to operate an automobile stage line
for the transportation of passengers,
baggage and express for compensation
as a common carrier between Orland
and Arbuckle, California, and all
intermediate points, via Hamilton City
and Grimes,California.

Application
No 015790

Thos. Rutledge and lestern T. Alward,
for Applicant.

E. R. Owens, by Z. S. White, Iorxr
Soutkern Pacific Company, Interestdparty.

Pdw. Stern, for Raillway Express Agency, Inc.,
Interested party.

BY THE COMMISSION =-
OPINION

W. Lester Thompson has petitioned the Railroed Commission

for an order declaring that pudblic convenience and necessity

require the operation by him of an automodbile stage line as a
common carrier of passengers, dbeggege and express betweeln
Orland and Arbuckle, California, and intermediate points.

A pudblic hearing on this application was conducted by
Exeminer Handford at Coluse, the matter was duly submitted and
is now ready rfor decision.

Applicant proposes to charge rates in accordance with a
schedule as attached to the application herein; to operate on
a schedule of one round trip daily, servirng the intermediate
points of Hamilton City, Ordbend, Glezn, Geyer's, Butte City,
Princeton, Colusa, Sycazore, Grimes, College City Junctlon,
and College City; using as equipment one White Truck of one
ton capacity and a passenger stage of suitable capacity for the
demands of traffic.




Applicant does not desire authority to serve locally
between Orland and Hamilton City, and intermediate points; nor
between Princeton and Coluse and intermediate points on
Tuesdays and Saturdays, except, in both cases, authority is
requested permitting the handling of business originating at
or destined to points beyond said points, which may be located
on epplicant's proposed route.

Applicant relies as justification for tihe grauting of the
destred certificate upon the following alleged facts:

1~ That applicant, who is now operating a Star iail

Route between Orland amd Arduckle aad internedieate

points, has received coustant demands from the public

for the eostablishment of the proposed passenger,

baggage and express service.

2= ‘That there is no presently existing service of any

xind on Sunday, except between Sycamore and Colusau

as furaished by Sacremento Northern Rallway.

3= That Southern Pacific Compeny serves practically

all the proposed route, excepting Butte City, by its

so-called Colusa Branch, upoxz wkich a mixed train

service is operated, daily except Sunday. That

passengers and shippers complain that the train

service is unrelisble and slow, resulting from delays

caused by %the necessity for switching or hardling of
freight at all points.

4- That the granting of the application will provide

a pudblic trapsportation service on Sunday, therebdy

enabling residents along the proposed route to eliminate

the use of private conveyence for their transportation

or for emergency requirexents by express lacluding the

delivery of Sunday papers.

At the heaoring applicant filed a stipulation axending the
application to eliminate request for the authorization of
through service between the terminals of Orlaand and Arduckle,
but reserving the right to serve from either terminal to and
from the intermediate points along said route. Transportation
between Orland amd Azdbuckle, the terminal points of applicani’s
proposed route is aveilable via the trains ol the Southern
Pacific Company oporating on the main line and by the motor
stages of Pilckwick Steges Systex.
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7. Lester Thompson, applicant herein, testified regarding
the demand for the establishmernt of the proposed service which
had been made in connection with his handling of Tnited States (
mall over the proposed route; that complaints were made regard-
ing the lete arrivel of tke Southern Pacific mixed train, trains
bYeing frequently two or more hours late in their arrival at
terminels; and as to the absence of Sunday sexrvice, particulerly
as affecting the delivery of Sunday papers.

One hundred and L£ifty ranch houses are located along the
proposed route, all of which are outside the limits of the
towns proposed to be served.

The granting of the application 1s endorsed by the
testimony of the Lollowing witnesses:

Fred S. lowden, Postmaster, Orland.

E. 0. Bouchins, Live Stock, Grines.

Petor . Grimm, Service Station, Grimes.

M. c. clipp, G&r&ge, G:‘mes.

John N. Westberg, Farmer, Butte City.

Jesse Schofield, Creamery llanager, Orland.

Geo. W. leventon, Service Station, 3Butte City.

L. T. Chatfield, Service Station, Princeton.

Z. A. Dyer, Newspepers, 3utte City.

?. A. Bushaee, Frult Grower, Glenn.

¥. B. Beat, General Merchandise, Glenn.

John C. Wright, Tractors and Farm Machinery, Orland.

Frank S. Reager, Famer, Ord 3end.

Van Boffmen, Fruit Grower, Stockman and Farmer, Ord Bend.
Raymond H. West, Rancher, Hemilton.

The foregoing witnesses testified as to their need of the

proposed service. The passenger service will provide a means

for transportavion of the residents alomg the route snd would

be particularly adventageous Tfor the securing of ranch and fark

labor which now necessitates ranchers sending thelr own convey-
ences when in need of additiconal or seasonal laborers.

The express service will serve the requirements of the
various comrunities in the transportation of small packeges,

automobile and farm machinery parts, ice cream, dairy products

and newspapeTrse.




There was no protest egainst the granting of the application.
Trom the record herein, epplicent has made a showing Justl =~
fying the Tinding that public convenience and necessity requires

the establishment of the proposed passenger service. As regards

the transportation of express, appllicant has proposed 1o egge

in the carriage of general express without limitation as to
weight. The record does not justify this request and it.
appears that & weight limit of 100 pounds per package will
satisfactorily mset all requirements of shippers or recelvers
with %the exception of emergency shipments of ice cream in

5 gallon tub contalners, and iz such instances, a weight
1imit of 175 pounds will be allowed.

W. laster Thompson is heredy piaced upon notice that
moperative rights™ do not constitute a class of property which
should be capitalized or used as an element oFf value in
determining reasonable rates. Aside from their purely permis~
sive aspect, they extend to the holder a full or partial monopoly
of a class of business cver a parsticular route. This monopoly
feature may be chenged or destroyed at any tize by the state
which is not im any respect limited by the number of rights
which may be given.

ORDER

A public hearing having been held on the above entitled
applicetion, the matter having beem duly submitted, the
Cormission being mow fully advised, and of the opinion that
the application should be granted with the limitations as sot
fortk in this order,

TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ZERZIY
DECLARES that public convenience and necessity require the
operation by W. Lester Thompson of ex autémobile stege service
as a common carrier of passengers, bvaggage and express between
frlend and Arbuckle, serving the intermediate communities of
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Hemilton City, Ord Bend, Glenn, Geyer'®s, Butte City,
Princeton, Colusg,.Sycamore, Grimes, College City Junction,
and College City, subject to the conditions, limitations
and restrictions hereinafter set forth, and

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certirflicate of public
convenlence and necessity be and the same hereby is granted
to W. Lester Thompson for the operation of an automobile
stege line as a common carrler of passengers, daggege and
express between Orland and Arbuckle snd the intermediate
coxmunities of Hemilton City, Ord Bend, Glenn, Geyer's,
Butte City, Princeton, Coluss, Sycemore, Grizes, College
City Junction, and College City, subject, however, to the

following restrictions and limitations:

l1- No through service may be given between the
terminals of Orland aand Arbuckle, but the right
is heredy granted %o operate service from either
terminal to and from each terminal and all inter—-
zediate points, and between sald intermediate
points.

2= No authority is hereby conveyed for the handling
of passengers, daggage and express locally detween
Orland and Zamilton City or territory intermediate
between said stations.

3~ No authority is hereby conveyed for the handling
of passengers, baggage and express locally between
Princeton and Colusa, or territory intermediate
between said stations, on Tuesdays and Saturdays

of each week, but the right is granted to handle
trarffic originating at or destined to points deyond
said stations and intermediate territory, waich nay
be located on applicant's authorized route.

4= The express service 2erein authorized shall be
linited t0 the carriage of packages not exceeding

a welght of 100 pounds per unit, except that
authorization is hereby given for the transportation
of ice cream in S gallon tudb containers, iced, at an
estimated weight of 175 pounds per unit.

The authority hereby granted is subject to the following

conditions:




1- Applicant shall file his written acceptance of the
certificate herein granted within a period of not To
exceed ten (10) days from date hereol.

2- Applicant shell file, in duplicete, within a period

of not to exceed twenty (20) deys from the date nereoct,
torif? of rates and time schedules, such tariffs of rates
end time schedules to be identicel with those atvached to
the spplication hereih, or rates eand time schedules satis-
factory to the Rallroed Commission, aad shall cozmence
operation of said service within a period of notv to exceed
thirty (30) deys from the date hereofl.

3= The rights and privileges herein authorized ey nrov
be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred 20T assigned
unless the written consent of the Rallroad Commlssion ¥O
suck discontinuence, sale, leasé, transfer or essignment
has first been secured.

4~ No vehicle mey be operated by applicant nereln unless
such vehicle 1s owned by said applicent or is leesed by
nim under & contract or agreement on a dasis satisfactory
t6 the Railroed Commission. '
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