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BEFORE THE IU.ILROAD CM'!ISSION OF THE STATE OF CAlIFOBNll 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application ot the ) 
Board. or SUpervisors ot Kern County tor ) 
an Order authoriz1ng the oonstruct1on ) 
ot a crossing by the County ot Kern over ) 
the traoks or the Atchison, Topeka and ) 
Santa Fe Railroad at a point on the 560- ) 
t!on line ot section l3, T. 27 S., ) 
~ 24 E., M.D.M., and ther1ght or way ) 
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J~p11cation No. 15844. 

or the Atohison, Topeka &: Sante. Fe ) 
Railroad. ) 

--------------------------------) 
w. A. MoGinn, Deputy :D1strict Attorney, 

tor Applicant. 

H. K. I.ookwoo1j" tor The Atohison, Topeka end 
San til Fe Rail way Company, Pro tes tan t. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ---------
The Board ot ~~pervisors o~ Kern County has made a~p~1-

cat10n to the Ra1lroad COmmission tor authority to oonstruct a 

grade orossing over the traoks ot the main line of The Atohison, 

To~eka end Santa Fe Ra1lway Company ~t a point one mile south 

ot the Town or Wasco. 

A public hearing herei:c. was oonduoted by EXaminer 

Wi1l1~s at Bakerst1eld on Ootober 4th, 1929, the matter was dUly 

submitted and is now ready tor deoision. 

The cross1ng proposed is to be substituted tor a ~r1vate 

road orossing now in use and proteoted by iron gates and is also 
approximately one m1le north ot the County H1ghway orossing at 

Palmo. The approaches to the orossing are unobstruoted, except at 

the southwest corner, where trees and 1;. ranch house are within 

about one hundred (100) teet or th.e traok. 'I'lll! present grades or 
ep~roaeh to the private crossing are in exoess or ten per oent, and 
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the approaches and the cross1ng 1tself are not paved and are in 

rather poor oond1tion. Near the crossing is a distribution plant 

of the Shell Oil Company. 

Acoord1ng to the testimony or·w. R. Woollom, SUpervisor 

or the distriot 1n whioh the crossing 1s looated, the orossing is 

regarded by htm as neoessary tor local convenience and also tor 

the crossing or truoks going to and from the Shell Oil" distr1bu~1ns 
~tat1on. M~. Woollom test1t1ed that tunds are available tor oon-

struoting the crossing should the application be granted. 

c. R. Wedel, a rancher living near the orossing, testi-

tied that although the crossing is protected by gates, they are 

open praotioally all the t~e and travel is unobstructed across the 

traoks. Be also testified that the orossing is so poor that loeds 

Of cotton and alfalfa oannot safely oross it and, being unprotected 

by oattle guards, 13 a oonstant menace to livestook. He admitted 

that 1t the orossing were open and were used by himself.and several 

other neighbors on both sides or t~e traok, the s~ta Fe traok 

would have to be orossed again betore entering Wasoo. 

SUpervisor. J. o. ~art also testified that he be~1eved 

the crossing a necessity. 

William C. Bremer, ot Delano, Manager or the Shell Oil 

company plant, testified that the orossing might be useful in 

having aooess to the ~lant o~ in making shipments to the various 

ranohes. He aeclined, however, to pass upon the question or ~ub-

110 neoessity. 
The testimony in this proceeding indioates that the pro-

posed orossing would benefit only a tew ranchers liVing on both 

sides ot the railroad, in that it would shorten the distanoe ot . 
travel between their ranohesand the Town ot Wasoo, as"oocpared to 

the existing route along a county roe.$":p~allel to and one-hal.f 

mile to the west ot the traok. It ap~ea~s that the oonvenienoe 
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to be serT6d would be so s11ght, in view ot the usual destina-

tion ot those living in the ne1shborhood, that it does ~ot just1-

ty the hazard which. would be incident to the construction ot this 

The private crossing ~pears to oe objectionable now, 

not beoause it 1= a private crossing, but because it has not been 

maintained, and also because those using it are careless about 

olos1ng the protecting gate=_ Other than the tew rancners re-

terred to above, there is no evidence snowing that publi0 oonven-

ience and. neoess1 ty generally reqUire this .crossing and, a.t best, 

it would serve but a very limited local convenience. 

It is our o!)1n1on, therefore, that the application should 

be denied. 

The Board ot Supervisors or Kern County having made ep-
plication to the Railroad Commission tor a~thority to construot a-

srade orossing over the tracks ot the mainline of The Atchison, 

Topeka and santa Fe Railway Company at a point approximately one 

:ile south ot Wasoo; a public hearing having been held, t~e matter 

h~v1ng been duly submitted a.I1d now being ready tor decis1on, 

IT IS ESRSBY ORDERED that the application herein be and 

the same is hereby denied. 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, California, this 2:te ~ day 

or October, 1929. 
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