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Decision No. 21705 .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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In the Matter of the Application of the
Board of Supervisors of Kern County for
en Qrder euthorizing the construction

of a crossing by the County of Kern over
the tracks of the Atchlson, Topeka and
Sentea Fe Railroed at & point om the secw
ion line of Section 13, T. 27 S.,

Re 24 E., M.DeM., and the right of way
of the Atchison, Topeke & Santa Fe
Railroade.
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Application No. 15844,
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W. A. MoGinn, Deputy District Attorney,
for Applicant.

H. K. Lockwood, for The Atchison, Topeka end
Senta Te Rallway Company, Protestant.

BY THE COMMISSION:

The Board of Zupervisors of Xern County has made appli-
cation to the Reilroad Commission for authority to construct a
grade crossing over the tracks of the main line of The itchison,
Toneka and Santa Fe Railway Company at a point one mile south
oZ the Town of Wasco. _

A public hesring hereir was c¢onducted by Examiner
Williams At Bakersfield on October 4th, 1929, the matter was duly
sutmitted and is now ready for decision.

The crossing proposed is o0 be substituted for a private
road orossing now in use and protected by iron gates and is also
approximately one mile north of the County Eighway cerossing at
Pelmo. The approaches o the ¢rossing are unobstructed, except at
the southwest corner, vhere trees and z ranch house are within
asbout one hundred (L00) feet of thae track. The present grddes of
eperoach to the p:ﬁvate crossing are in excess of ten per centy, and
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the approaches and the crossing itselr aré‘ﬁot paved and are in
rather poor condition. Near the crossing is a distribution plant
o the Shell 01l Company.

According %o the testimony of W. R. Woollom, Supervisor
of the district in which the crossing is located, the crossing is
regarded by him as necessary for local convenience and also for
the crossing of trucks going to and from the sShell Oil,distribuxing
station. Mr. Woollom testiffied that funds are aveilable for coﬁ-
structing the crossing should the application be granted.

Co R. Wedel, 2 rancher living near the crossing, testi-
fied that although the crossing is protected by gates, they are
open practically all the time and travel 1s unobstructed across the
tracks. He also testified that the orossing is so poor that loeds
of cotton and ealfalfa cannot safely cross it and, deing unprotacted
by Qattle guerds, 1s a constant menace to livestock. He admitted
that i the crossing were open end were used by himself and several
other neighbors omn both sides of the track, the Santa Fe traok

would have to be crossed again before entering Wesco.

Supexrvisor. J. C. Hart also testified that he believed

the crossing =2 necessity.

William C. Bremer, of Delano, Manager of the Shell 011
Company plant, testified that the orossing might de useful in
baving access to the plant or in meking shipments tthhe various
ranches. He declined, however, £O pass upon the question of pub-
lic necessity. _

The testimony in this proceeding indicates that the pro-
posed crossing would benefit only a few ranchers living on both
sides of the railroed, in that it would shorten the distance of
travel between their ranchesand the Town of Wasco, asfoompared to
the existing route along & county ro@gfpgrallel to and one-half
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mile to the west of the track. It agpears that the convenience
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to be served would be so slight, ir view of the usual des%inﬁ—
tion of those living in the neighborhooed, that it does a0t justi-~
£y the hazard which would be incident to the construction of this
8r0ssinge.

The private crossing sppears to de objectionable now,
not vecause it ic 2 private crossing, but because it has not been
maintained, and also because those using it are careless about
closing the protécting gates. OQther than the Tew ranchers re-
ferred to above, there is no evidence showing that public conven-
lence end necessity generally require this crossing and, at best,
it would serve dut a very limited local convenience.

It i1s our opinion, therefore, fhat the application should
be denied. |

The Board of Supervisors of Kern Couﬁ;& hﬁving made gp-
Plication to the Ruilroad Commisslion for suthority to construect a-
grade crossing over the tracks of the main line of The Atehison,
Topeke and Santa Fe Rallwey Company af 2 point epproximately one
mile south of Wasco; & public hearing having been held, the matter
having been duly submitted and now being ready fox decision,

IT IS HESRESY OFDERED that the application hergin be and
the seme is héreby denied. |

Deted at Sen Francisco, Californls, this Z:E?Z day

of October, 1929. ? _
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Commissioners.
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