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Declsion No.

BEFORE THE RATLRO4AD COMDISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of
BOARD OF SUPEZRVISORS CF XERN COUNTY
for an order authorlizing the con-
struction of & crossing by the County
of Xern over the tracks of the South=-
ern Pacific Company at the point of
intersection at Quantico Avenue in
Section 37) To 29 SO’ 3028 E., mD.Mo)
and the »ight of way of the Southern
Pacific Company.

Application No. 15845.
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W. A. MeGinn, Deputy Distxzict Attorney,
for Applicant.

E. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pecific Com-
peny, Protestant. \

BY THE COLDMISSION:

ORI¥ION

B0ARD OF STUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF XTRN in the adbove
aumbered epplication regquests authority to estabiish & crossing
et grade over the tracks of the Southern Pacific Compeany at &
point nown as Quentico Avenue. ' |

A public hearing herein wes conducted by Examinexr
Williems at Bekersfield, Octoder 4, 1929, the matter was duly
subnitted, and Is now ready for decision.

The proposed grade crossing is about two miles south

of EBakerafield and midway between the existing Mt. Vernon Avenue

crossing, which Is paved and protected with a part-fime flagmen,
and the Fairfex Avenue ¢rossing, which is unprotected. The
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distence between the two crossings is about a mile. The cross-
ing as proposed would cross the two main tracks of the Southern
Pacific, and also a switching lead which takes off the meln
tracks about 700 feet east of the proposed crossing. The angle
Orf the crossing would be approximately about 74 degrees with the
grade of approach on the north side of approximately two per
cent, and on the south side approximately six per cent. The
crossing is Intended to accommodate persons living in the Vir-
ginia Colony south of the tracks, and particularly to enable
children in this district to attend school on the north side

of the traciks, The persons living in the Virginia Colony are
now reculred to go to the Mt. Vernon crossing to gein access

to the north side of the tracks, as it is more convenient and
sefer than the Fairfax Avenue crossinge.

Supervisor J.0. Eart, testifying on behealf of appli-
cant, stated that the crossing‘would accommodeate approximately
twenty\ramilies In Virginia Colony, end further that funds ere -
available for the comstruction of the crossing, Iif suthorized.
Mr, Hert testified that he had opposed on the former occasion
the esteblishment of a pedestrian crossing at this point, bdut
that he was now convinced that a pedestriex and vehicular oross-
ing was needed decause of the inconveniemce of the Mt. Vernon
crossing end the frequent delays due to trein operations at
that pointe

D. J. Friesen, z resident of the Virginie Colony

district, testified that the children attend the Horace Mann
School north of the tracks, and that the school dus was frecuent-

ly Jexmed and some children were required to walk over the treacks.
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E. T. Lengdele, Assistant Division Engineer of the
Southern Pacific, presented traffic éounts made at the Mt. Vernon
end Fairfex crossings fugust 15th, between the hours of 6:00 A.M.
end 3:00 P.X., showing & movement ot Mt. Vernon Avenue of 239
automobilés, in both directions; 48 trucks and 26 pedestriens.
The count at Fairfax Avenue showed 112 automobiles, 26 trucks
and 18 pedestirians. The train movements at M., Vernon eggregete
SO switching movements and 12 train movements. 4 similar count
2t Falrfax ALvemue showed four switohing movements and 15 train
movementss | |

George Morrill, Genersl Yard Master of the Southern
Pacific at Bakersfield, testified that 12 pessenger trains at
high speed and 16 freight trains daily pass over the proposed
crossing. He further pointed out that treins of from 100 to

'135 cars each ceame from the north and are switched across the

proposed crossing where they are made up into treins of 68 to
72 cers each and dispatched over Tehachapl Pass. Ee further
stated the? these switching movements would be continuous over
the proposed crossing from 8 0 1l in the morning end from 3 to
9 at night. The proposed crossing is &t a point at the south
end of freight and passenger yards of the Southern Pacific Com=
pexy and appears to be in one of the most hezardous lbcations
possible for a grade crossing, and partioularly one interded
Ior the use of school children.

The testinony further disocloses that the region is
rather sparsely settled, that many of the streets or the north
sige, while open, are not paved, though Superviscr Hart testi-
fied that if the crossing were opened the continuous street on

the north side would be oiled.




Cereful conmsideration of all the fects presented by
applicent end protestant does not Justify in our opinion that
the crossing should be established for the reason that it is

not only hazardous, but serves only a very limited local usee

Thile there are fewer tracks to cross at the proposed crossing

et Quentico Avenue than at Ut. Vernon Avenue, the Mt. Vernon
Evenue crossing is paved, is in charge of the switch-tender
who acts as flagmen, and when he is not on duty all the switch-
ing Dovements and other movements across the street are flagged
by the train crews. The character of the Mt. Vernon crossing
and the protection afforded thereat mean that it is preferable
even though & short distance has to be traveled to réach the
north side of the tracks, or Bakerslfield.

For these reasons we believe the application should

be denled.
OQRDER

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF TEE COUNTY OF KERN having
nede application to the Railroad Commission to install a cross-
icg at grade at Quantico Avenue across the tracks of the South-
ern Pacific Company, & pudlic hearing having been held, the nmat-
ter having been duly subnmitted and now being reedy for declsion,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the application be and the
sane hcrebj is denied. |

Dated at Sen Freacisco, California, this 24 gf- day

of @M/r , 1929,




