Decigion No. :2:! ! Qu\

BEFORE TEE RAIIRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of Application of

SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for author— -
ity to discontirme operation of Application No. 14719
Irains Nos. 91 and 92, between Tracy

and Los Panos, California. .

In the Matter of Application of
SOUTEERN PACIFIC MOTOR TRANSPORT
CQUPANY for a.certificate of pudblic
convenience and nesessity to oper-
ate a motor vehicle service betweon
Iracy and Jos Banos, California,and
the intermediate Southern Pacific
stations,as a common carrier of pas-
sengers snd thelr baggsge, and for
the expreas of the American Railway
Express Company in substitution for
Southern Pacific Trains Fog. 91 and
92 between the same points.

Application No. 14720
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E. W. Hobbs, for Applicants.
Earl A. Bagdy, for California Transit
Company, Protestant. -

J. HE. Evans, for Town of Patterson,
Protestant.

D. T. Haley, for Gustine Chamber of

: Commerca, Protestant.

F. T. McGinnls, for Crow's Ianding
. Chamber of Commerce, Protestant.

BY THEE COMMISSION:

QRPINION.

In the above~mumbered applications of Southgrn Pacific
Company and. Southern Pacific Motor Transport Company, applicants
request the approval of the Commission for the discontimance of
tralns Nos. 91 and 92 operated by Southern Pacific Company between
Tracy and Los Banos; and the substitution, Lor such tra.ina; of
motor stage service via, the highway serving all rail pointa.
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Public hearings herein were conducted by Examiner
Williams at Saﬁ Francisco and Los Bamos. Hearings were first
conducted in 1928, at which time applicants completed their
showing except for the testimony of witnesses in the Tracy-
Los Banos distriqt;

Applicant company and protestant, Californis Transit

| Company, filed, under date of Lugust &, 1929, a Joint reguest
and stipulation asking for the dismissal of the application of
Southern Pacific Motor Transport Company (Application No, 14720)
and withdrawing opposition wy California Transit Company to the
abandomment of train scheduwles (Application Noe 14719} Th§
stipulation was based upon an agreexent hetween appliéént rall-
road and protestant, by which protestent agreed to furnish the
"substituted stage schedules hereto annexed™ as "additional
schedules in substituxion for the service ndw furnished by the
trains proposed to be discontinued.™ It was further stipulated
that applicant, Southersn Pacific Compeny, will provide all
service in excess of the legal rights for transportation granted
10 or exercisable by'protéstant, Californis Transit Company,
upoia the daily trains of spplicant. Upor the filing of this
stipulation there remained writter protestis by Milk Producers’
Association of Newman and the Chember of Commerce of Gustine,
both of which had asked the privilege of being heard iIn opposi-
tion to the removal of the train schedules. Accordingly, &
public hearing was set at Los Banos for August 12, 1929, and
the parties protesting notified. At this hearing, applicants
appeared by counsel, dut neither protestaﬁx appeared, nor did

any other protestant,




Later, written protests were received by this Commis-

sion from ofivic bodies at Patterson axd custine, each requesting
hearings. Accomingly; another hearing was helq at Newman on
September 20; 1929, at whick delegations from Pe.tterson; Crow's
Landing and Gastine appeared. Each delegation opposed with~
&rml of the gasoline car service (Trains Nos. 91 and 92) urless
f£lag stops on the Owl (Xos. 25 and 26) were made at each ;;1&00.
Newman ag a community a4d not oppose;ﬁe.nd. Le 7o Nemn; appear-
ing infividually, testified that traffic does not justify the
sjtops s'cught except at. Newman. P&ttorson witneases ﬁrge& Owl.
stops because of the development of 22; 000 additional acres at
Patterson 0010:_13. Passenger movements; lé.rgely from Southern
California, are expééted.. Witnesses ‘rrom Ga.atine; which has a
jopu.ia{tion of about 1,500, and 18 four miles Zrom Newman, pointed
out that this commnity would have no public carrier to serve it
and make Owl comnmections. All communities said the substitution
of ci;iforni& Iransit's present equipment is not deairable; it
being, &8 they' statea; uneomfortable and dangerocus over the poor-
er roads noxrth of Pattersoun.
| Lpplicant met this opposition by the testimony of

?. Pinkbohner, Superintendent of Operations or Southern :Eaciﬂo
Motor Transit and California Transit systems, who said th.g.t the
vehicles to be used will be 18-passenger or"zé-pe.ssenggr safety
coaches with adegquate baggage compariments and of ;ne Same type;
comfort and efficlensy as the coaches used in otﬁg;:- substitutions
- for train operations. ' |

Witnesses from Patierson and Gustine asserted that sp-
plicant had agreed in 1928, when sbandonment of the gas car was
originally sought, to establisk flag stops at :Ea.tteraon; Newman
and Gustine, and that 1t was this promise that caused them %o
withhold protest. In this connection the record sﬁowa that at
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one of the hearings in November, 1928, Lee Jones, teatifying
on behzlf of Scuthern Pacific railway, stated:

"In the event the Commission allows us to take off
the gasoline motor and substitute the motor coack, I oan
state now that we will flag the Owl at Patterson, Newman
and Gustine, for passengers, Fresno and south.?

"MR. BAGBY: The Qwl, tb.én, will take care of them
and the motor coach won't render the service?

MR, JONES: It will render fromthe nor:-agenoiea

as far as Newman, btut we will also flag the Owl in the
event this gasoline motor comes o0ff." (Tr. pPp. 38-39.)

At this hearing 1t was stated by counsel for applicant,
Southern Pacifiec Company, that it had agreed with the Town of
Newnan that upon the abandozment of treins Nos. 91 and 92 it
would make this point a flag stop for the Owl trains yNos.‘ 25
and 26 passing through Newnan. It was further stipulated by
California Transit COmpan;}; tarough its cou.nael; that the sched-

ule provided for in Exhibit ™A™ attached to the stipulation,

while meeting present train éoid.itions, would, at any time, be
altered ags to time in order to perfect co-ordination w:!.thlt‘no
tré.in: sefvice of the Southern Pacifie, should there be any)a.l-
teration in its schedules. |

The remaining question to be determined is whether
Southern Pacific Company should be permitied to abandon itsa )
train schedules Nos. 91 and 92, and turn the obn.neotingbarxier ‘
business over to the Californis Transit 'Compa.ny for ‘motor‘ stage
aervico. The train aohed.ules. are now accomplished by fho use
of the ga.aoiine motor car maintaining one schedule in each cd-
rection daily. This car, kanown as train No. 91; leaves I.ba Ba.n.oi
at 5:50 a.m., arriving at Tracy at 7:25 a.m. and makes connestion
with train No. 79; leaving Tracy at 7:36 8.m. for San Franciseo
viz Niles.  The ges car remsins at Tracy watil 8:;05 p.m., when
it beglne the returm trip to Ios Benos, as train No. 92, arriving
at 9:43 §.m. At Tracy it c‘o:“mects with trains Nos. 50 and 80
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from Berkeley anéd San Francisco, ard train No. S1 from Merced
and other points, aud traln No. 35 from Stookton via ILathrop.
It is proposed o substitute for this service the speéial sched~
ule agrced; to by Californiz Iransit Company.

Accorung to exhibdits f£iled by a.pplicant Southern
Pacific Company, the ¢ost per mile of the gas car for 2.06 days in
1927 was .4048 ceats, and the cost of steam train service during

the same year for 159 days was .6939 cents, being an average cost
per mile of both sexvices of 5316 ceata. The total cost of

both services during this period was $22,586.00. Another exhibit
(Exhibit No. 7) estimates the cost per mile of the bus service
proposed to be substitated by Southern Paciffe Motor fransit Com-
pany at 2593 or $15,653.80 per enmum. Thus, bad the origiual
scheme of Southerh Pacific Xotor Tramnsport Company to put its own
busses on been accomplished, this saving would have beoﬁ a.ppro:d-
nately $7;OO0.00 per yeare. By acquisition of California Transit
Compa.ny‘a.nd. agreement between ‘botﬁ coxﬁpanies; the schedulo'will be
given by Californis Transit Company.

Another exhidit discloses that in 1923, 12,132 passen-
gers were‘tra.nsported. between Tracy and Los Banos and the revemue
amounted to $10,183.00. In 1927, upon' exactly the same opera-
tion; the paésengem ca.;:ried amounted to 6,078, and the gross
reveme .‘;4;94.9.00. Farther, the earnings for 1928 decreased
per mile on the average over previous years. According to these

exhibvits, the ¢cost of maintaining the gasoline car and stedm serve
i1ce wae *@22;586.00 {n 1927, and the reverme %;949.00; remltipe'
in an opérating losa of $17,637.00.

The testimony also discloses that the gasoline motor
oar is of obsolete pattern and of inferior efficlency and re-—

quires frequent withdrawal for repairs. it was the withdrawal
for repairs amd reconstiruction thet regquired the operation of
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steam traims for 159 days in 1927, The operation of steam trains

iz 70 per cent more costly per mile than the gas care
As trains Nos. 31 and 92 do not carry express matter,
the question of property transporitation is not here involveds
By the proposed coach schedule, the service between

Tracy and Los Banos will be somewhat curtaileds The gasoline motor,

which the company seeks to discontinue operating, now picks up be=
tween the temini (Ios Banos and Tracy) and connests at Los Banos

with the Owl train, scutkbdound, and with trains east and west at
Tracyes The proposed coach schedule makes the same train connso~
tions at Tracy and provides for a commection with the southbound
Oxl at Newnman onlye This leaves tkhe 23-mile secticn between New-
zan ond Los Banos without the pick-up service for the Owl train to
Tresno and points south, which it has hed for mary yearse In addi-
tion, this connection at Newman with the Owl is very closs (five

minutes)s On the other hand, the morning conmection at Los Banos
with the northbound Owl is 25 minutes. Should the Owl be late,

the coach could not make conpection by waiting, as it is scheduled
to make rather close coumections with other trains at Tracye

After considering carefully all the facts, the Commis~

sion 1s of the opinmion that the proposed coach service will not
provide the seme service as that sought to be abandomed and that

if the operation of trains Nos. 91 and 32 is discontinued, as pro=-
Posed herein, flag stops should be established ‘on the Owl train at
Pattersoxn, Newman ard Gustine for passengers to or from Fresno and
points south thereof, It is our belier‘ that such flag stop ser-
vice will not necessitate eléngation of the Owl schedules, and it
appears that with the establishment of flag stops on the Owl at
these points, together with the service afforded dy the Califormisa
Transgit Company and the service which it has stipulated it will af-
Toxrd, pudblic cenvenience and necessity for common cerrier service
will have bheen net 11:} this district axnd will reasonsbly permit

of the discentinuance of trains Nos. 91 and 92, as applied for.

An order making suck permission effective will, accordingly, be

issveds ¢




ORDER

The above~entitled application having heen ‘r:lled. with
the Railroad Commiasion; public hearings having been held; the
matter having been duly sudbmitted, and now being ready for de-
cd.aion;

IT IS EEREBY CRDERED that upon the £iling by aspplicant
herein of a revised schedule for the operation of trains Nos.28
and 2.6 (Owl) establishing flag stops at Patterson, Newman and
Gustine for passengers origlmating at, or destined to; Fresno
and points south; and upon fLling by Califormia Transit Compsny
of its schedules and tariffs, with rules and regulations and
conditions covering enlarged service between Tracy and ILes Banoa;
the Commission will issue its supplemental or&.e:: herein granting
applicant authoxrity to digcontimme trains Noas. 91 and 92; sudject
to the above conditioan.

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that application of Southern
Pacific Motor Ti*a.nsbori cémpa.n;y be, and the same heredy is dis-
miszed. |

=~ )

Dated at San Framciseo, Celifornia, thds ) § day of

Octoder, 1929. |
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- Jommlissioners, .*




