Decision No. _217 i” & .

BEFORE TEE RLILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF C.@IF‘ORN:A

In the Matter of the Joint Application e
of THE ATCEISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE
RAILVAY COMPANY, CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
TRACTION COMPANY, LOS ANGELES AND SALT
LAKE RATIROAD COMPANY, SQUTEERN RACIFIC
COMPANY, TEE WESTERN PACITIC RAILROAD
COMPANY, PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY,
SIERRA RAILWAY COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA,
VISALIA ELECTRIC RAILROAD COMPANY, SiAC-
PAVENTO NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY and
NORTENFESTERN PACIFIC RATIROAD COMPANY

for authority to increase minimum welghts
on lime and lime products in carloads
netween points in Californie to0 a minimum
of 40,000 pounds.

ot
ARSI
Vo c
iy

Application
No. 16012.

Rt et M e M Nt T el N D N et o N

H. H. McElroy ané C. N. Bell for Southern Pacific
company. ' .

Berpe Levy for The Atchisox, Topeka and Santa Fe
Rellwey Company.

£. E. Beznnett, J. P. Quigley and J. L. Ronnow for
Los Angeles & Salt Leke Railroad Company. ‘

R. E. Wedekxind end W. G. Kooche for Pacific Elmectric
Railway Company. _

0. T. Felpling for California Portland Cement Com-
pexny and Oro Grande Lime and Stone Company,
interested partles. .

Gwyn E. Baker for United States Lime Products Coms .
paxy, interested daxrty. ' : .

BY TEE COMMISSION:

This is g,;‘gpplication by The Atchison, Topeka and
Santa.Fe Railwey Compé.ny, Central California Traction Company,
Los Angeles & Sg.;.t::ake Reilroad Compeny, Southern Pacific
Company; The Wes‘tern Pacific Railroad Compeny, Pacific Electric
Railway"-‘;éoj;iaaﬁy,. : siez_-z:la.;iagilway company of Californis, Yi;glia
Electrid lﬁla.i lroad Company, Sacrgmento Northzrn Rallway COmpany
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and ﬁorthwestem Pecific Railroad Company under Sectliom 63 of
the Public Utilities ict for authority to establish for all in-
trastete traffic within the Stete of Callifornle & minimum
weight of 40,000 pounds on lime and lime products, in caxr loeds,
where the minima ere now lower. The rates a.:.;e published in the
22 dirfrerent teriffs of these rallroads and &re set rofth in
detail in the epplication. In Justification of the proposed
change in weight from 30,000 %o 40,000 pounds, the petition
sets roi'th: | :

"That a minimum carload of less than 40,000 pounds
on lime and lime products moving intrestate is un-
reasonebly low, and that the minimum of 30,000
pounds applicable gemerally within the State or
Californis was put into effect many years ago when
cormunities were smaller and the use of lime not
as diversified as it is today, and woen the car-
riers were using cars of much smaller carrying
cepacity; that due to highly campetitive condi-
tions Which have developed in recemt years * * *
the carriers have been compelled to constantly ef-
fect greater ecomomies, among the most important
of which bave been the increased size of carrying
wnits, ané concurrently therewith, the Increass of
wminimm weights.

mrhat in the case of United States Lime Products
corgoration vs. The Atchison, Topeka emi gsnta Fe
Rai%m Company et al., Docket NO. 20837, vefcre
The Taterstate commerce Commission, decided Sep-
tembor 4, 1929, Involving the rates on lime axd
lime products between Sloan, Neveda, and Califor-
nie destipatioms, the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion found as not unressonable minimum weights

of 40,000 and 60,000 pounds to be applied oz lime
and lime products in cerloads from Sloan, Nevadz,
to California destinations, and that by virtue .
of such order, applicable In interstate commexce,-
the carload minimum of 30,000 pounds, or any min-
{rum below 40,000 pounds on lime and lime prod-
ucts in carloads between points in California,
creates a preference in favor of shippers of lime
from producing points within the State of Call-
fornia, and & prejudice against skippers of lime
from interstate points of origin to Celliformnia
destinations which is discriminatory of suck in-
terstate sbhippers and discriminatory sgainst in-
terstate commerce.” ‘

These applicants who were the defendent carriers in

Docket 20837 supre., are required on or vefore November 25, loze




t0 Temove tz;e prejudice and discrimination which tke Intefsta‘ce
Co:;:merce Commission found t¢ exist, and by reason of such ofr-..

der 1t 1s necessary to have the authorizatlon hereby applied

for in time .to allow the publication of the necessary tariffs
to establish the 40,000 minimum within California and make the
tariffs efrfective on November 25, 1329. '

4 public hearing was held before Examiner Geary at
Sen Frencisco Octobver 25‘, 1929, a.n‘d‘ the application having beexn
duly submitted is now ready for our opinicn and order.

| Applicents presented a number of exbibits showlng the
rates, earnings per car ;nile axd ‘per ton mile, the t’ox‘mage‘,‘ and
the destination points. These exhibits show that the averggé
losding dy all of the corriers within the State or‘( California
is now in excess of the proposed minimum of 40,000 pounds. The
average on The Atchisoz, Topeks and Santa Fe was 44,560 pounds,
Southern Pacific 46,754 pounds, and Pacific Electric 56,820
pounds. It was slso disclosed thet while most of the rates
within California are now based on a minimum of 30,000 pounds,
there are some carrying 40,000 and 60,000 pournd minimums. 3Je-
meeﬁ poinfs within the State of Arizonx the nﬁninqm'weigit-s
very, veing 40,000, 6.0.000 and 80,000 pounds, with the lowest
ré;te per tzcn for the highest minimum weight. The Tnterstate
Commerce Commission preseribed s minimum of 60,000 pounds from
exd to points im Utah, Wyoming, Id.&ho; Oregon and Montana in the

case of Nephi Plaster and Menufacturing Co. vs. D.& R.Ge, &7

1.0.C. 159, and in Uteh Lime and Stone CO. vs. 4.T.& S.F., 87
I.C.C. 17Q.

A number lof“.‘letters_ and telegrams were received from
interested Time producing comgmes \I_.pcated in California and
Arizons, ail favorable to the a.pp;..icat-ion‘being granted. There
wo.s onehprotestan‘b, gnd this producer was pri:i‘cipally interest~

ed in a special kind of quick=-lime used in limited quantities

S.




only; however, the record indicates that many cars were loaded

10 40,000 pounds or over and that this shipper would‘ hafe no
great Aifficulty in increasing its loading from the present
minimux of 30,000 to 40,000 pounds. The proposed adjustmeﬁt

is & step towerd the uniformity of a minimum weight oh the come
modity as between interstate and mtr"a;tate traffic, and fha pros=
ent record indicatgs thaet the 40,000-pound minimum is not un-
reascnable. | E o .

We are of the opinion axnd find that the appli‘ca.tion
should be granted, with the stipuletion that should the Inter~
state Commerce Commission upom protest from shippers suspend
the proposed interstate adjustment for the removal of the dis~
crimination, thet like action will be taken in connection with
~ the tariffs filed by the authority of this oxder for the 40,000
pound minimum within the State of California.. |

This application having been duly heard end submit-
ted, full investigetion of the matters and things irvolved
baving deen had, and basing this order on the findings of fact
and the .conclusions contained in the opinion, which’'is hereby
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referred to and made a pert hereol,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED that the application of The
Atckison, Topeka and Senta Fe 'Railway‘COmpaw.' Central Cali-
fornis Trection Company, Los Angeles & Salt Lake Ra:lroad Com~
pany,"Southern Pacific Company, The Western J?a.cii’ic" Reilroad
Company, Pacific Electric Reilway Compsny, Sierra Reilway Com-
pany of California, Viselia Electric Railroad Compeny, Sacra-
mento Nori:ﬁ‘ern Railway Compeny and Nq:thwe_:&bém Paciﬁc Rail-
road Compény be and the same is :.'h‘e:r:eby authorized, and appli-
cants-ére permitted to increase the minimum carload weight |




from 30,000 pounds to 40,000 pounds applying on 1ime and limoi
products in the tariffs which are specificelly set forth on

page 2 of the application. o o
Dated at San Fremcisco, California, this _/2#&  day

%W/L/, 1929.
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Coﬂﬂ%;ﬁioners.




