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BEFORE THE RAILROAD CCl!MISSION OF THE STA'rE OF CALIFOBNU. 1lOO~~ 

) 
In the matter of application ot the ) 
NORlIDtBSrEBN P':"CIFIC BAILROAD CW- ) 
PAN! tor authority to olose agenoy ) Applioation No. 15863. 
at COrte Madera, county or Mar1n,) 
state of California. ) 

In the matter ot the e.Pp11oation ot ') 
the Re.11w~ ~ress jgenoy tor 1 
authority to abandon its agenoy at ') Applioation No. 15901. 
Corte Madera, County otMarin, state') 
ot Calitornia. ' 1 
---------------------------------) 

R. L. Bll1ebrand, tor Northwestern Pacifio 
Railroad Compeny. 

:F1.. S. Elliott, tor Railway Express .A8enoy_ 

R. C. Symonds, tor Town ot Corte Madera. 

BY mE CaAtISSION': 

OPINION --------
III .A;pplication No. 15803, Northwestern Paoit10 Ra1lroad 

CompallY' requests authorl ty to olose 1·ts agenoy at the station ot 

corte Madera, Karin County, and 1n ~p11cation No. 15901, Ra1lway 

!%press Ageno1 requests authority to olose 1~s agenoyat sa1d 
$tat1on. 

~ public hear~ in these matters was oonduoted by 

Exem1ner Satterwh1te at Ross on September 18th, 1~29, at whioh 

t~e these matters were oonso11dated tor hearing. 
Corte Madera 1s looated on the railroad line ot app11cant, 

Northwestern Paclt10 Railroad Company, betweetl. Sauaal1to and S8n 

Batael. ,The nearest ageno1es to corte lttadera are Sa:useJ.i to, 6.1 

miles south, and Larkspur, 0.8 miles north. 

Northwestern Pac1t10 Railroad Company contends that the 
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~ount ot business transaoted at CQrve ladera dOes not warrant 

t~& ~1ntenanoe o~ an agent. Revenues der1ve~ rrQm thiS station 
ror 'the twelve months' l)eriod ending Karoh 3l.st, 1.92P. were a. 

~ollows: 

Passenger tiokets. ~~e, round trip 
and oommutation, • • • • • • • • • • • tl0,773.00 

Carload rreight ~orwarded and reoeived,. 1,056.83 

L.C.t. freight torwar.ded 8nd received,. • 744.~ 

Expense o~ maintatDing agenoy,. • • • •• 1,858.07 
The 'business o~ tbe Railway Express Agency is handled 

bY' the railroad company's agent on a commission be.ais. The earn-

ings ~or the twelve months' per!Lod ending July 30th, 1929, amounted 

to $997.25, and the OOmmission paid to theegent amounted to ~i.'l2, 

or an average or $6.31 per month. JJl Ullsucoesstul. endeavor we.a 
,. 

made by the Express Agency to employ a looal resident as express 
agent; therefore, request is made to abandon the express agenoy 
it the re.11 ... ~ agency is w1~drawn. In the event these ~pli~a

tions are granted, Railw~ Express Agenoy will reoeive shipments 

at oar door and leave prepaid shipments on station platform at 
reoeiver's risk. 

~e Town ot Corte Madera protested the granting ot the 

request to abandon this agenoy, on the ground that it the agent were 

removed it would work a hardship on the residents ot the town, in 

that they would then be required to go to Larkspur, O.Sm1les dis-

tant', to reoei ve agency servioe and, turthemore, tb.at 1 t was their 

opinion that treight 'business at Corte Madera would, in the tuture, 

inorease to a point where the agenoy would be pro~1table. 

The ;reoord shows that m.ethods are now 'being used on the 

eleotr1c trains whereby ell passenger tiokets oan be oared tor by 

the oonduotor and bagsage oan 'be checked on certain ot those tra1na. 

With respeot to carload business, it appears that this olass ot 

'business oan be handled without a resident agent. .Ion agent's 

-2-



serv1oe, however. is most needed tor the handling ot L.C.L • 
. 

fre1ght but we tind that the revenue der1ved trom this olass or 
business is relatively smell. be1ng less then .7:50.00 per year, 
end it s»pears to the Commission that the publiC serTice result-

ing from. ma1nta1n1ng an agent at this point does not just1t:1 the 

expense or maintaining the s~e, when consideration i$ g1ven to 
the :taot that en. egcnoy is maintained wi thin e. distance ot ;'8 ot 

a mUe. 

Ltter due consideration ot all the evidence 1n this 

prooeeding, it appears that the maintenenoe ot an aaentat corte 

Madera, by either the raUroad or the express oompany, is not 

justifiable and that these a~plioat1ons Should be granted. 

O~DER 
--~-- .... 

Northwestern Paoi t10 RaUroad Company haVing made ap-

plioation to abandon its agenoy at Corte Madera, Marin County, 

'~plioation No. 15863) and the Railway Express Agency having 
I /" 

made like applioation (Applicat1on No. 15901'), e. pub110 hearing 
, . 

haVing boen held, the Commission being apprised ot the tacts, 

~e matter be1~ under submission and ready tor deoision, there-

tore, 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that per.miss1on and authority be 

and it is hereby granted to Northwestern Paoit1o Railroad Campan7 

to r~ove sn~ ~bandon its agency at the station ot Corte Madera, 

County otMarin, subjeot, however, to the tollowing oonditions: 

(11 App110ant shall maintain th& station ot Corte 

, Kadel"). as a non-agenoy station. 
(2) .A;ppli06ll.t sh311 post notiae at' said station or 
cO 

Corte Madera, not1t'y'1llg th.e public ot the removal ot said agent, 

tor at least ten (10) days before said agent is ranoved. 



IT IS HEREBY FtT.RTHER ORDERED that HaUway lb:preaa .Agenoy 

be and 1t is herebY' authorized to abandon its agenoy at Corte 

Madera, Marin COtmty, :provided, however, that said applioant's 

train messenger will rece1ve express matter at oar door end dis-

charge prepa1d express matter at said Corte Madera Station. 

For all other purposes, the ~tteot1ve date of this 

order shall be twenty (20') days trom the date hereot •. _ )yo 

...?"~~ at San Francisco, Cal1t'om1a, th1s. __ ~;.,.-~ ___ da7. 

ot ~tober, 1929. ' 

v 
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