In the matter of application of the
NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COM-
PANY for authority to close agency
at Coxrte Madera, County of Marin,
State of California.

In the matter of the application of
the Rallwey Express Agency for
authority to abandon its agency at
Corte Madera, County of Marin, State
of California.

Application No. 15863,

Application No. 15901,

R. L. Hillebrand, for Northwestern Pacific
Railroed Company.

E. S. Elliott, for Rallway Express Agenoy.
H. C. Symonds, for Town of Corte Madera.

BY THE CMMISSION:

_ In Application No., 15863, Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company requests authority to olose its agenoy at the station of
Corte Madera, Marin County, and in Application No. 15901, Railway
Express Agency requests suthority to close its agency at said
station. |

A publioc hearing in these matters was conduocted by
Exsminer Satterwhite at Ross on September 18th, 1929, at whioh
time these matters were consolidated for hedring.

Corte Madere is located on the railroad line of applicant,
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company, between Sausalito and San
Rafeel.  The nearest agencies to Corte Madera are Sausalito, 6.1
miles south, and Larkspur, 0.8 miles north.

Northweétern Pecific Rallroad Company contends that the
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amount of business transacted at CQrye Madere does not warrant

the maintensnce of en mgent. Revenues derived Zrom this station
Tor the twelve months' period ending Maroh 3lst, 1929, were as

follows:

Passenger tiokets, single, round *trip
and oommatation, ¢ o o ¢ o 4 . . . . o $20,773,00

Carload freight forwarded and reoeived,_. | 1,058,83
L.C.L. freight forwarded and received,. . 745,43
Expense of maintaining agemcy,e . « o » o  1,858,07
The business of the Rallway Express Agency is hendled

by the railroed company's agent on a commission basis. The earn~

1ngs’ror the twelve months? period ending July 30th, 192§, amounted
to $997.25, and the commission paid to the\agent amounted to $99.72,
or en average of $8.3l per month. An unsuccessful endeavor was
made by the Express Agency to emplof'a local resident as express
agent; therefore, request is made to abandon the express agenoy

if the railwey agency i1s withdrewn. In the event these applioca~
tlons are granted, Rallwey Express Agency will receive shipments

at oar door and leave prepeid shipments on station platform at
receiver's risgk.

The Town of Corte Madera protested the granting of the
request to abandon this egency, on the ground that if the agent were
removed it would work a hardship orx the residents of the town, in
that they would then be required to go to Larkspur, 0.8 miles dis-
tant, to receive agenocy service and, rurthé:more, that it was their
opinion that freight business at Corte Madera would, in the future,
inorease to a point where the agency would be profitabdle.

The record shows that methods are now being used on the
eleotric trains wheredy e¢ll passenger tickets can be cared for by
the conduotor end baggege can be checked on certain of those trains.
With respect to carlocad business, it appears that this class of

business can be handled without a resident sgent. An agent's
o .




service, however, is most needed for the hendling of L.C.l.
freight but we find that the revenue derived from this olass of
business is relatively small, being less than $750.00 per year,
and it sppears to the Commission that the public service result-
ing from meintaining an egent at this point does not justify the
expense of maintaining the same, when consideration is given t&
the f20%t that an agendy is maintained within a distance of .8 of
a mile.

After Qdue consideration of =all the evidence in this
proceeding, it gppears that the maintenance of an agent at Corte
Medera, by either the railroad or the express company, is not
Justifiable and that these spplications should be granted.

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company having made ap-
plication to absndon 1ts agency at Corte Madera, Marin County,
(Application No. 15863) and the Railwmylgypiess Agenoy having'
made like application (Application No. 15901), & pudlic hearing
having been held, the Comnission being appriéed of the faots,
the matter being under submission and ready for decision, there-
fore,

IT IS EXREBY ORDERED that permission and authority be
and it is hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company
%0 remove ané adbandon 1ts agency at the station of Corte Madera,
County of Marin, subject, however, to the following conditions:

(1) Applicent shall maintain the station of Corte
. Madexra as a non=agency station.

(2) Applicant shall post notice at said station of
Coxrte Madeéa, pnotifying the public of the removal of sald asgent,

for at least ten (10) deys before said agent is removed.
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IT Is MY FURTEER ORDERED that Rallway Express Agency
be and 1t is hereby authorized to abandon its agenocy at Corte
Madera, Marin County, provided, however, that said applicantt's
train messenger will recelve express matter at ocar door and dis-
charge prepald express matter at seid Corte Madera Station.

For all other purposes, the effeoctive date of this
order shall be twenty (20) days from the date hereof.

- %ted at San Francisco, California, this _9'2/ day
of etoter, 1929.

Wb smi

i

gcommizsioners.




