Decision No. L7 7ED .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFQRNIA
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Applioa ticm No. 1686¢.~

In the matter of epplication of the

NORTHWZISTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
for autihority to close sgency at Ross,
County of Marin, State of Californie.
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2. L. Hillebrand, for applicant.
T. P. Boyd, for resldents of Ross.

.BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION

In this proceeding, Northwestern Pacifis Railroad Com-
pany requests permission to abandon its agency at Ross Statiom,
Marin Couaty, California.

A pudblic hearing in this matter was conducted by
Examiner Satterwhite at Ross on September 17th, 1929.

Ross is loocated on the electric line of applicant be-
tween Sausalito snd San Rafeel via San Angelmo., The nearest
agencies to Ross are San Anselmo, one mile north, and Kenfﬁeld,
0.8 miles south.

A;ppiicant contends that the amount of dusiness trans-
acted at Ross does not warrant the maintenasnce of an agent.
Bevenues derived from this station for the twelve months'® period
ending Maroh 3Ast, 1929, were as follows:

DPussenger tiokets, single, round trip
&nd Omut&.tion, .- & @ 2 # e ® o » 9 ”,775.00

Carload frelght,. « « + « « « « « « » o 1,822.18
Less~than-carload frelight,. « « - « « & 347.11

Expense of meintaining agency,e « « « ¢ 1,928,331




The passenger traffic to and from this texrritory is

lergely oommutation and round-trip passengers. Fare collections
are made on the trains as is the case in practically all suburben
areas. With respect to carload freight, it appears that this
elass of shipment can be hﬁndled without a resident agent. An
agent's service, however, is most needed for the handling of
L.CeLe, but we find that the revenue derived from this olass of
business is small, being less than $350. per twelve-month period.

The closing of the agency was protested by certain resi-
dents of Ross on the ground that daggage could not be properly
cared for when delivered at the station and that prospective
travellers, who iiah to check beggage, must meet the trains that
carry béégage. The analysis of the baggage handled shows that an
aversge of approximately one piece per day was received oxr foxwarded,
except in June and September, when the average inoreased to approxi-~
mately three pieces per daye

After giving due consideration to the record in this pro-
ceeding, it appears to the Commission that due to the methods usged
in collecting fares on trains, 2 resident agent is not required to
handle passenger fares, neither is he needed ‘for the handling of
carload freight dusiness. The volume of L.C.L. freight and baggage
is s0 small that it does not warrant the maintenance of an agent,
when consideration is given to the fact that an agency is maintained
within a distance of one mile in either direction from this station.
the application‘will, therefore, de grgnted.

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company having mede appli-
cation to abanden its agency at Ross, Marin County, a public hearing
having been held, the Commission being apprised of the faots, the
matter being under sulmission and ready for decision, therefore,

o




IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that p_emission‘ and authority bde
and 1t Zs heredy granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroed Come
pany to remove and abandon its esgency at the Station of Ross,
County of Marinm, subject, h&wever, to the following conditions:

(1) Applicant shell maintain the station of Ross as
a non-a.aenéy station.

(27 Applicant shall post notice at said station of
Ress, natif‘ying the public of the removal of said agenoy, for at
least ten (10) days before said agent is removed.

For a1l other purposes, the effeotive date of this
order shall be twenty (20) days from the date hereof.

Deted at Sann Frencisco, California, this \5"‘\‘" day
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