
DeClis10n No. __ ?_, ""_, ..;.~J..;;;5;...~;;..:; __ • 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TRE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter or the Application or the) 
NORmwESTEBN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY ) 
tor authority to close agency at Kent-) Application No. 15865. 
field, County or Mar1n, State of ) 
California. ) 

) 

In the Matter or the Application or the) 
RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY tor authority to) 
abandon its agency at Kenttield, county) Application No. 15902. 
of Ma.r1n , State or Calirornia. 1 
----------------------------), 

R. L. Etllebrand, tor Northwestern 
Pac1tic Railroad Companr, 

R. S. Elliott, tor RaU'Vt'l\1 Express 
AgenClY, 

Geo. H. HaleD. ~ tor Marin J'ull1or 
College and residents or 
Kentfield. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

In .A;pplicat1on No. l5865 Northwestern Pac1ti0 Rai1:road 

Company requests authority to close its agency at the station of 

Kentfield, Marin County, and in .Application No. 15902. Re11wey 

Express Ageney requests authority to close its agenClY at said 

station. 

Apub~ic hearing in these matters was conducted by 

Exem.1ner Satterwhite at Ross on September ~7, 1929, at which t1.me 

these matters were consolidated for hearing. 

Kentne1d is located on the electr1e line or North-

western Pao1t1e Railroad Company 'between sausa.li to and San 

Anselmo. The nearest agencies to Kentfield aI"e Larkspur. 1.3 
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lId..l.oa :south e.nd Ro~~, 0.8 m.1les n.orth, Sell .Anselmo being looated 
~.8 ~~es north o~ Kentr102d. 

~:p11eent, Northwestern Paoific RaUroad com:pen,. pre-
sented ertdence to show that the amount or bus1ness tra:tsaeted 

at Kentr1eld does not warrent the m41ntonanoe or an. agent. 

Reven.ues deriTed at this station tor the twelve months' :period " 

end1ns March 31 t 1929, were as follows: 

Passenger tiokets, s1n.gl.e roundtrip 
and ~te~10nt •••••••••••• $10,235.00 

carload t're1ght, t'orwarded and 
received, • •• •••••••••••• ' 64.03 

L.C.L. freight, forwarded and 
received, ••••••••••••• • • 459.34 

EXpense otmainta1n.1ng agency, •••••• $1,659.77 

The business ot' the Re.11we.:y Expre:ss .Agency is halldl.e-d 

by the railroad eompany~s agent on a commiss1on. The earntngs 

tor the belve months' period $lld1ng July 31, 1929:, amounted to 

$733.20. end the commission paid to the agent amounted to $73.16, 
or an average or $6.09 per month. An unsuccesstul endeavor was 

made by the ~ress Agency to employ a local resident as express 

agent t therefore, in the event the railroad agency is discoll:t1l1ued, 

the express eompany desires to e~ose its agency. 

The granting or these a~p11cat10ns was opposed by res1-

dents ot Kentfield end the Mar1n J'1ll1.1or College, on the ground 

that the agent was a necessity to h~dle the railroad business 

and that the Mal:'1n J'o.nior College is a growing conoern and its 

business with the railroad and the express coml>8ll1 is 1ncreas1ng. 

It appears that Mar1n Junior College was established . 
in 1926 and the enrollment has steadily inoreased since that 

t~e to about 300 at present. 

!he record shows that methods ere now be1ng used on the 

electriC trains whereby all passenger tickets can be cared ror by 
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the conductor and baggage can be checked on certain or those tratns. 

Wi th respect to carload business, it appears that this class or 

business can be handled Without a resident agent. An agent's ser-

vice, however. is most needed tor the handling ot L.C.!'. freight 

but we find that the revenU6 frOm this olass or business is relatively 

small, being less than $750.00 per year. 
It is apparent that some public benefit 'Would accrue from 

the maintenance of an agent at this point to care tor L.C.L. freight 
~ , 
.,;!'., .... ' business end incidentally other agency business; however, this 

public serv10e does not appear to justify th& expense tnc1dent to 

maintaining such an agency when it is considered that the company 

maintains agencies within less than one mile in one d1reotion and 
less than two miles in the other nom. this point with e. paved high-

way para11ell~ng the railroad throughout the terr1~or.y • 
.w:' : 1'> , I 

~' ,ttt'er due oonsideration or all the evidence in these pro-

oeed1ngs, it appears that the maintell4Il.oe or an agent at ICentt1e-ld, 

by either the railroad or the express company, is not justifiable 

and that these applications should be granted. 

o R D E R -------
Northwestern Pacific Re.1lroad Comp8l'lY having' ma~ a,p..l1ca-

t10n to abandon its agency at Kentfield, Mar1n County, (Application 

NO. 15865) and the Railway Express Agency having made like applioa-

tion (Application No. l5902}, a public hear1ng having been held, 

the Commission being apprised or the facts, the' matter being under 

submiSSion and ready tor deCiSion, therefore, 
IT IS EEREBY ORDEBED that permission and authOrity be and 

it is hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company to 

ramove and abandon 1ts agencr at the station or Xenttield, County 
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m:RMP • 

ot uar1n, subjeot, however, to the rollow1ng oonditions: 

(~) APp11c~t Shall main~ain the station or Xentt1eld 

as a non-agency station. 
(2) App11e~t shall post notioe at said station o~ 

Kentrield, notitying the publi0 or the removal or said agent, tor 

at least ten (10) days berore said agent is removed. 
IT IS m:REBY FURTHER ORDERED that Ra1l.we.y Expro38 

Agency be and it is hereby authorized to abandon its agency at 

Kentt1eld, :Mc.rin 90untYJ proV1ded, however, that said applicant's 

train messenger w1l1 receive express matter at ear door ~d dis-
oharge prepaid express matter at said Kentt1eld Station. 

For all other purposes, the etrect1ve date or this 

order shall be twenty (20) days ~ the date hereof. 
~~ Dated at Sen Francisco, Cal.itorn1a, this ~ day 

O;~1929. . 
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