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Decision No. 7 : &/ o TR SR

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMYSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of the

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RATLROAD COMPANY

for authority to c¢lose agency at Kent- Lpplication No. 15865,
fisld, County of Marin, State of

California.

In the Metter of the Application of the)
RATLWAY EXPRESS AGENCY for authority to)
abandon its agency at Kentfield, County] Applicetion No. 15802,
of Marin, State of California. g

R. L. Elllebrand, for Northwestern
Pacific Railroad Company,
R. S. Elliott, for Railway Express

Ageney ,
Geo. H. Herlen, for Marin Junlor

College and residents of
Kentfield.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
OCPINION

In Application No. 15865 Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company requests asuthority to close its agency at the station of
Kentfield, Merin County, and in Application No. 15902, Rellway
BExpress Agency requests authority to close its agency at said
station.

A public heearing in these matters was conducted by

Exeminer Setterwhite at Ross on September 17, 1829, at which time

these matters were comsolidated for hearinge.

Kentrield is located on the electric line of North-
wastern Pacific Railroad Ccampany betwaen Sausalito and San
Anselmo. The nearest egencies to Kentfield are Larkspur, l.3
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miles south and Ross, 0.8 miles north, San Anselmo being locatved

1.8 miles north of Kentfield. |

Lpplicant, Northwestera Pacific Railroed Compeny pro-
sented evidence to show that the amount of dusiness trarsacted
at Kentfield does not warrant the maintenance of an agent.
Revenues derived at this station for the twelve months* periéd .
ending Maxch 31, 1929, were as follows:

Passenger tickets, single roundtirip

and commLotion, o o o o ¢ o o + o o » o $10,235.00
Carload freight, forwarded and

TCCCIVEE, ¢ ¢« ¢ o o + o o & & s o o s o - 644,03
L.C.L. Tfreight, forwarded and

TOCOIVAA, ¢ ¢ ¢ o 4 6 ¢ o o e s o v v o 459.34
Expense of maintaining agency, « = « « « o $1,669,77

The business of the Rellway Express Lgency is handled
by the reilroad company's agent on a commission. The earnings
for tﬁe twelve months' period emding July 31, 1829, amounted to
$733.20, and the commission pald to the agent amownted to $73.16,
or an average of $6.09 per month. J4n unsuccessful endeavor was
made by the Bxpress Agency to employ a local resident as express
agent, therefore, in the event the railroad agency 1s discontinued,
the express company desires to é}ose its agency.

The grenting of thess applications was opposed by resi-
donts of Kentfield and the Marin Junlor College, on the ground
thet the agent was & necessity to hendle the railroad business
and that the Marin Junior College is a growing concern and its
business with the railroad and the express company is increzsing.

It appears that Merin Junio; College was esteblished
in 1926 and the enrollment has steadlly inoreased since that
time to about 300 at present.

The record shows thet methods are now being used on the
electric treins whereby all passenger tickets can be cared Lor by
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the conductor and baggage caen be checked on certain of those trains.
Tith respect to carload business, 1t appeers that this class of
business can be hendled without a resident agent. An agent's ser-
vice, however, 1s most needed for the handling of L.C.L. freight

but we £ind that the revenue from this class of pusiness is relatively
small, being less than $750.00 per year.

It is apparent that some public benefit would accrue from
the maintenance of an agent at this point to care for L.C.L. rreight
business and tncidentally other agency dusiness; however, this
public service does not appear to justify the expense incldent to
maintaining such an agency when 1% is considered that the company
mainteins agencies within less than one mile in one direction and
less than two miles in the other from this point with e paved ﬁigh—
way parallelring the railroad throughout the territory.

» Arter due consideration of all the evidence in these pro-
ceedings, it appears ithat the maintenance of an agent at Kentfield,
by either the railroad or the express company, is not justifiable
axd that these applications should be granted.

Northwestern Pecific Railroad Compeny having mads applice-

tion to abandon its agency at Kentfield, Marin County, (Application
No. 15865) and the Railway Express Agency having made like epplice-
tion (Application No. 15902}, & public hearing having been held,
the Commission being apprised of the facts, the matier being under
submission and ready for decision, therefore,

IT IS EERZEY ORDERED that permission and authority be and
1t 1{s hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company to

remove and abandon its agency at the station of Kentfield, County
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of Marin, subject, however, to the trollowlng conditions:

{1) Applicant shall meintain the station of Kentfleld
as a non-agency station.

(2) J4pplicent shell post notice at said station of
Khntrield,'nétirying the public of the removal of seid agent, for
at least ten (10) days before said agent is removed.

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Railway Express
Agency be and it 1s heredy authorized to abandon its agency at
Kontfield, Mnrinlcounty, provided, however, that sald applicant's
traln messenger will receive express matter at car door and dis-
charge prepaid express matter at sald Kentfield Station.

For all other purposes, the efrfective date of this
order shall be twenty (2C) days from the date hereof.

pated at San Francisco, Californis, this Q'L‘z "~ Qay

» 19:29.
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