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III the ma.tter or the appliea.tion ~ 
ot NOR1'RWESTEBN PACIFIC RUI.EOAD ) 
COMPANY ~or a:uthor1tY' to ol.ose. ) Appl.108.t1on No. ~586Z. 
agenoy a.t South Bay, CountY' ot ) 
Humboldt, State or Cali~orn1a.. ) 

In the mAtter ot the application ) 
ot the RA.ILUY EXPRESS AGENCY :e'or ) 
c.uthor1 tY' to abe.nclon 1. ts agency at 1 Application No. 15910. 
South Bay, Humboldt County, State 1 
or Cal1~oX'n1&. ' 1 
---------------------------} 

R. W. Hobbs, ~or applicant, Nortbwestern Paoifio 
RaUroad Compeny. 

R. s. Ell10tt and. Edward Stern, tor a.pplicant, 
Ra1lway :Express Agenoy. 

WBITSEI T, COMMISSIONER: 

OPINION ........ - ...... ----
In App11cation No. 15862, NortlrReatern Pao1t'ic Ra1l-

roa.d Company, a. corporation, requests per.m1ss10n to abandon its 

&.genoy at SOuth Bay, HUmboldt CoantJ', Cal1torn1a, and 1n Appl.1ca.-

t1011 No. l59l0, BallW8.Y' Express AgeD-oJ' requ&sts. authority to 

abandon 1 ts e.geney 8. t South. B~. 

A publ10 hearing was conducted 1n these matters in 

Eureka. on Ootober 30th, 1929, at wl:deh t1:me 1 t was agreed tha.t 

the two above an t1 tled appl1oe.tions woUld be conso11da.ted tor 

hearing and deter.m1nat1on. 

SOu.th Bay 18 looe.ted on tho ma1n lobe o"r Northwestern 

Pac1fic Ra1lroad Com.pn.n'1~ between Sausalito and EUreka. The 

nearest ageno1es are ~~ the south at Lo11 ta., 6.8 m1l.es, and to 
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the north a.t Eureka., 6.3 m1l.es. 

Northwestern hoific RaUroad Com:pe.:ny contends tha.t the 

amount or bus1:c.ess eonCtue'ted ~t South Bay does not nrrant the 

maintcnanee or an agent and that the business oan be ree.sona.bly 

handled on 8. non-agency basis. 

The folloWing table shows. tho revenues or the total 

raUroe.d business handled a.t SOuth Bay tor the twelve months end-

ing MAy 31st, 1929: 

carload freight torwarded and received ....... .. 
L.C.I.. t're1ght rorwar4od and received ........ . 
Pa5senger tickets sold ....................... . 
Expense ot conducting agency, approXimately ... 

$19,950.37 
322~31 
484.00 

2,200.00 

Ra.1l1tll.y.Express AgencY" s test1mOny shows tha.t the express 

bu.siness 8.t South Bay 1s hendlect by the railroad agent on the 

jo1ll t agency- plan. The gross revenue a.ccru:1ng to the Ra1l ~ 

Express Agency, tor shipments rorwarded and reoe1ved a.t South Bay, 

tor the twelve months end1ng l'ull'" 31st, 1929,. amoun:ted to $4.25.,39 

and. the eommiss1ons paid to the agent were $42.32, or t.IIl. average 

ot $5.52 pCI' month.. An 'IlllSuccesstul a.ttempt 1la.S made by the 

Railway- Express Agency to appoint a looeJ. resident or SOuth Bay' as 

express ageD. t 1n the event the ra1lroad agency was abandoned. 

Testimony 1l:J.d1oa.tes tha.t it' the railroad compatlY" s ap-
~ 

;plioa.t1on 1$ granted, both incoming and outgoing I..C.L. treigb. t 

w1ll be plaoed in th~ neigh't house under lock anet that a. ~ocal 

resident or Sou.th :Bay w1ll be appointed custodian or a keY', :t'rom. 

whom. pa.~na could ga1n access. to the freight house and deliver 

or receive shipments. 

Al though a. :petition ot' :prl~te8t was rece1 ved by the Com-

mission preViou.s to the time or the hea.r1ng~ no one appeared. at 

the hee..::r1ng to protest the granting or e1 ther ot the:se applica-

tions. A representa.tive ot the Pae1nc Lumber COmpany, a large 

-2-



I 

carloa.d reoe1 'V'er ot' freight at South BaY', test1t1ad that h1s 

oompanr had no objeot1o~ to the abandonment ot the railroad 

It appears to the commiss1on that all carload treight 

oan. be handled without the service or a res1deut agent and that 

all passenger bus,1uess can be handled by the t:L"B.1n conductor. 

The serVice ot So resident agent is most needed tor the he.n411ng 

ot L.C.I.. tre1g.b.t but, orillg ~ the ta.ct tha.t th. Sl'lllual receipts 

t:ram. this class ot business amount to leas than $350.00, the con-. 
t1nued maintenance or an agent is not just1t1able, put1cular17 

when. arrangements are made to keep all sb1:pm.entIJ. under look in 

the treigb. t house. 

nth the abandonment or t:o.e agency, «%press ah1.pmenta 

to or :!'rom South Bay can readlly be cared tor by the express 

mossenger on all p~8Senger trains stopping at this station. 

It a.ppears to me, :t'X'om. the record here1n, that the 

cont1nu8d, :maintenance ot' an agent at SO.uth :Bay is not just1fied 

tor either the railroad or express agenc," and that these ap-

plications shoUld be gran';ed. 

The tollow1ng torm. or order is recaamended: 

ORDER ............. --. ,. 
Northwestern Pa,01:r1 0 Railroad Company hav1:a.g made ap-

plication (.A.ppi1oation No. l5862} to a.bandon 1 ts agenoy a.t South 

Bay' ~ Rumbold't CountY', and Rail W8J' Expre'e.s AgencY' hav1ng made 

appl.1oa.t1on (A:Ppl.1cation No. lSglO} tor like abandonment, a 
.' . -' 

:public hearing he.V1llg been held~ tlle ~s~ 1~~ ,bO~~?r1Sed 

or the ta.cts, the matter 'being under .... ~l:mi13s!on~ 8lldr~ tor 

deoision, therefore, 
n IS :a:EREBY O'RDERED the. t perm1s.s1on and authon ty be 
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and 1 t 18 hereby granted to Northwestern Fc.o1t1o Bailroa.d comp~ 
to abandon its agency at tho $tation or South Bay, Count;y or Rwn-

'boldt,. State or Cal.1torll.1a.,. su.bject. howe.ver., to the following 

condi tions: 
(J.) Appl.1oa:a.t she.ll. mainte.1n said station o~ South Bay 

as & non-agency station. 
(2) .A.pp~icant shall pla.ce L.C.L.- shipments in the might 

hou,5O" and. arrange to he-vo a custodian or 8. ke.Y' to this bu1l.d1ng so 

that shippers and receivers may gain access to their freight. 
(3) A.:pplioa.nt shall, tor not less than tell (10) days 

,.. .' .' 

prior to tho a.bandonment or sa1d. agencY', not1ty' the publio or ae.1d 

a..bano.onmcnt by posting not1ce at se..1d sta.tion ot South BaY'. 

IT IS HEREBY J!'ul'ttEl3:R ORDKRED that permission and 8.uthor1 tY' 

be and the s.e.me is hereby granted to RaUwey Express Agency to aban-

don its agenoy at the. sta.t1on or South Bay, county ot :IDnuboldt, 

State ot California, 1):t"OV1cled, however, that shipments shall be re-

oe.ived and ·:loUvere.d 'by Re.Uway Express Agenoy'So messenger at car 

door at said station. 
For ell other purposes the eUect1ve date or th1s order 

shall. 'be twenty (20) days trQm the date hereot. 

The t'oregoing op1nion and order are hereby approved aDd. 

ordered tiled as the op1ll1on end order ot the RaUroad Coxnm1s.s1on 

01: the State ot Ca.li1:or.n1e.. 

De.ted at San Francisco, Cu1torn1a, this /~ d8.7 , . 

or Nov~ber, ~929. 
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