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BEFORE TEHE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THR STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

k

In the matter of the application

oL NORTEWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD

COMPANY foxr authority to close Application No. 15862.
agency at South Bey, County of

Humboldt, State of Californisa.

In the matter of the application

ol the RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY for

cuthority to abandon its agency at Application Noe 15910.
South Bay, Humboldt County, State '

of California. '

He W, Hobbs, for spplicant, Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Compeny.

R. Se Elllott and Edward Sterm, for applicant,
Railway Express Agencye.
WEITSELL, COMMISSIONER:
" OPINION

In Application No. 15862, Northwestern Pacific Rall-
road Company, & corporation, requests permission to abendon 1ts
Ae;onoy at South Bay, Humboldt County, Caliromia; and in Applica-
tiox Nos 15910, Railwey Express Agency requests authority to
abandon its agency at South Baye

A public hearing was conducted in these matters in
Eureka on Ootobexr 30th, 1929, at widch time 1t was agreed that
the i:wo above entitled applications would be consolidated for

hearing and determination.
South Bay 18 loocated on the main line of Northwesterm

Pacific Reilroad Company, between Seusalito and Eureka. The

nearest agencies &re %o the south at Lolita, 6.8 miles, and to
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the north at Eureka, 6.3 miles.

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compeny contends that the

amount of busn;ess conducted at South Bay does not ‘werrant the
neintenance of an agent and that the business ocan Dbe reasonably
handled on a non-agency besis,

The following table shows the revenues of the total
railroad business handled at South Bay for the twelve months end-
ing May Jlst, 1929:

Carload freight forwarded and receivedece.... $§19,960.37
LeCoel. freight forwarded and receivele.ec.e... . 322,31
Passenger tickets $0ldeiscecccrcecsncsnconnns 484.00
Bxpense of oconducting agency, approximately.. 2,200400

Railweay Express iAgency®s testimony shows that the oxXpress
business at South Bay is hesdled by the railroad agent on the
Joint agency plan. The gross revenue sccruing to the Railway
Express igeuncy, for sh.iiaments forwarded and received &t South Bay,
Tor the twelve months ending July 3lst, 1929, amounted to $423.39
and the commissions paid to the agent were $42.32, or m average
of $3.52 per month. Anm unsuccessful a.ttemﬁt was made by the
R&iimy Express Agency to appoint a local resident of South Bay as
express ggent in the event the railroed agency was ebandoned.

Testimony indicates that if the railroad company's ap-
plication is granted, both incoming and outgoing L.C.L. freight
will be placed in ths freight house under lock and that a local
resident of South Bay will De appointed custodian of & key, from
whom patrons could gaein sccess to the freight house and deliver
or recelve shipments.

Although & petition of protest was received by the Com~
mission previous to the time of the hearing, no one appeared at
the hearing to protest the granting of either of these epplica~

tlons. A representative of the Paclfic Lumber Company, & large
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carload receiver of freight at South Bay, testified that his
company hed no objection to the abandonment of the railroad
agenocy. |

It eppears to the Commission that all oarload freight
cen be handled without the service of a resident agent and that
all passenger business can be handled by the train conductors
The service of & resident agent is most needed for the handling
of L.C.Le freight dut, owing to the fact that the annual receipts
from this class of dbusiness amount to less than §350,00, the con-
tinned maintenance of em agent is not Justifiable, pextiocularly
when arrangements are made to keep sll shipments under lock in
the freight house,

Witk the abaniomment of the agency, express shipments
to or from South Bay ocan readily be cared for by the express
messenger on =1l passenger trains stopping at this station.

It appears to me, from the record herein, that the
continued meintenance of an agent at South Bay is not justified
for either the railroad or express agency and that these ap-
pliocations should be granied.

The following form of order is recommended:

plication (Application Nce 15868) to abandon its agenoy at South
Bey, Humboldt County, and Reilway Express Agenoy having made
application (Application No. 15910} for like abandonment, &
public he&rﬁg having been held, the é?mf}s“?f ‘being gpriso& ,
of the facts, the matter deing under “giitaid ssfon’ and’ rfg& for

decision, therefors,

TT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission and autbority be

fu
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and it 18 hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compexy

To abandon its agenoy at the station of Soutk Bay, County of Eum-

boldt, State of California, subject, however, to the ranoving

condd tions: .
(1) Applicant shall mmintain said station of South Bay

as a non-sgency station.

(2) Applicant shall place L.C.L. shipments in the freight
house and ériange to have a custodian or'a.key to this building so
that shippers and receivers may gain access to thelr freight,

(3) Applicant shall, for not less than ten (10) days
priox to tho‘abandonment of said agenocy, notify the pﬁblio of said
abandomment by posting notice at said station of South Bay.

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that permission and authority
be and the same is herebdy granted'to Railwey Express Agency to aban-
don its asgency at the station of Soutk Bay, County of Humboldt,
State of California, provided, however, thax_shipmsnta'shall be re-
ceived and delivered by Reilway Express Agency's messenger at car

door at sald station.
For all other purposes the effective date of this oxrder

shall be tventy (20) days from the date hereof.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and
oxrdered rilo& es the opinion and oxder of the Rellroad Commission
of the State of California.

Dated at San Francisco, Celiformia, this Téééfa day

o |

/ .
ﬂgj// LAl AR A
-

of Novembexr, 1929.
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