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BEFORE TB:E R.ttI!..R01..D COMMISSION OF T".cfZ ST.ATE OF CAL!~'ORl.~!A 

) 
I:c./;;he matter of: the applicl2.tion ) 
ot the County of Los Angeles for ) 
order au:thc:"iz::'ne a e;ro.de crossing ) 
over the P~e1f1c Eloctric R~11way ) 
Company's rieht of way on Genesee ) 
~venue. ) 
---------------------------) 

DECOTO, c~~ssrc~~q: 

Everett w. ll~ttoon ~d Robert Kenny, 
tor ";'p:.?licant. 

C. «. Cornell, for Pacitic Electric 
Re.!.lway CO.:lpe.ny, Proteste.::.t. 

Earry Barratt, for ~est Hollywood Ch~ber 
ot COrm::le!"ce. 

OPINION ------ .... - ...... 

~ t~e ~bove entitled application the County ot Los An-

geles seeks an order authorizing a grade crossing at Genesee 

~ve~ue over the tracks of Pacific Electric Reilw~y Company in 

the vicinity of West Eollywood. 

A public hearing was held in this ma1;ter at Los Angeles 

on November 1, 1929. 

Genesee Avenue, extendi~ in ~ north ~d south direction, 

is paved to a width ot thirty-rou~ teet on ei~ber side o~ the pro-

posed crossing and intersects S~set Boulev~rd o~ the north and 

Santa Mo~1ca Boulevurd o~ the south_ Pacific Electric Railway' 

Company's Eollywood line, exte~dine in a northeasterly ~d south-

westerly direction, is double track loc~ted on a 35-foot private 

right ot v:ay at the location of the proposed ('rossing .. 

The ter~itory adjacent to Genesee Avenue, both north and 

sout=. of' t:!:.e tracks,is hie;h1y developed residential section con-

tainine both apartme!lts o.n.d flats. The me.i!l business districts 

of this district are located along Sunset and Sunta ~onica Boule-

-1-



DM 

All north and south streets between Fairfax Avenue on 

the west and Lu Brea Avenue on the east, with the except10n ot 

Genesee Avenue, have been constructed across said tracks at 

grade. 

The County of Los ~~eeles m~1nta1ns a f1re station on 

Genesee Avenue between Norton Avenue and santa ~on1ca Boulevard, 

and ~. Johnson, ~n charge of the Los ~geles County Fire Pre-

vention Distr1ct, testified that the lack of a crossing at 

Genesee Avenue causes a consider~ble amount of inconvenience, 

?~rticularly if a fire occurs north of the tracks on Genesee 

~venue s1nce, by necessity, the apparatus has to ~roceed over a 

somewhat circuitous route. 

The record shows that the ?roposed cross1ng 1s not to 

acco~odate through tratfic, but is necessary for and will be 

of convenience to local traffiC, of which there ~ppears to be a 

su~stantial ~ount. The local traffiC, which would use this 

crOSSing, now uses one of the other grade crossings in the vic1nity. 

The rail traffic on these tracks consistz of an average 

of ten trains per hour; however, e~'ery train, inc~udins the Scnta 

~onica trains, stop at every other block iIL this territory, con-

se~uently h1eh speeds ~re not attained. 

The record shOWS that if a srade crossing is constructed, 

it should, due to the corner views being obscured, be protected 

by a Standard No. 3 wigwag. 

The 10s _~geles County Gr~de Crossing Committee has had 

the =atter of constructing this crossing before it on three dif-

ferent occasions during the past four years, and the record shows 

that that organization has taken no action in the matter on the 

last two occasions due to the fact that its sub-comm1ttee Was 

unable to reach an unanimou~ agreement. 
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Froo the record herei~, !.~ of the opinion that there 

is sufficient travel between the reside~tial section along 

~enesee Avenue and the business distr1cts to warrant the author-

ization ot this crossing and that by so doing public conveni-

ence and necessity will be served thereby. 

The follow1ng form of order is recommended. 

o R D E R ...... ----
.~ applicat10n having been tiled, a public hearing hav-

i:l.g been held., ·~he matter having been subm: tted end the Commis-

zion being fully advised, 

!T !S E3P~EY O?~ERED that permission and authority be 

and it is hereby eranted. to the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Los Angeles, State of California, to constJ,'Uct Genesee 

Avenue at grad~ across the tracks of ~ac1fic Electric Railway 

Company at the location hereinafter particularly described and 

U5 shown by the map (Exhibit Bj attached to tho app~ication. 

D~SC'R!P'!'ION OF CROSSING 

That ,ortion of the Pacific Electric Railway 
Company's right of w~y as shown on map of Tract 
No. 2402, recorded 1n Book 23, Paee 12 o~ Uaps, 

6H-9.14 .. 

records of Los Angeles County, which lies bet-
wee:l the northerly prolongations or the easterly 
and westerly lines o~ Oone~ee Ave~ue) as shown 
on said map. 

The above crossing shell be identified as Crossing No. 

Said crossi:::l.S shall be constru,cted subject to the fol-

low~g conditions ~~d ~ot otherwise: 

(1) The expense of constructine ~nd maintaining the 

crOSSing shall be borne in accordance with the terms of the 

agreement attached to the applicat10n as Exhibit 'Ct. The act-

u~l work ot construct1~e the crossing between lines two (2) teet 
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outside ot ~he outside rQils shall be performed by P~cit1c Elec-

tric Re1lway Company. 

(2) The crossing shall be constructed of ~ width not less 

than thirty-four (34) teet end at un ~gle of approxim~tely forty-

five (45) degrees to the railroad and with grades of approach not 

greater than four (4) ?er cent; shall be constrUcted substantially 

in accordance with Standard No.4, as specified in General Order 

No. 72 of this Commission; sh~ll be protected by a Standard No. 1 

crossing sign as specified in General Order No. 75 of this CommiS-

Sion, and shall in every way be made suitable for the passage 

thereon of vehicles and other road traffic. I I 
(3) A Stendard No. 3 wigwag, as specified in General Order 

No. 75 of this Commission, shall be installed and maintained for 

the protection of said crossing. The cost of installation and 

maintenance o~ said wigwag shall be borne in accordance with the 

terms of the agreement attached to the application as Exhibit 'C'. 

(4) Applicant shall, with1n thirty (30) days thereafter~ 

notify this Co~iss1onJ in writine, or the completion of the in-

stallation ot said crossing. 

(5) It sa1d crossing shall not have been installed within 

one year trom the date of this order, the author1zut1on here1n 

granted shall then lapse and become void, unless further time is 

granted by subse~uent order. 
(6) The Commission reserves the right to make such fur-

ther orders relative to the loeation, construction, operation, 

maintenance and protect1on ot s~id crossing as to it may seem 

right and proper end to revoke its permission it, 1n its judgment, 

the public convenience and necess1ty demand such action. 
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The ~uthority herein granted shall beoome effective on 
the date hereof. 

,I) Dated at 'Sun Fra..'l.c1sco, California, this gr:/ 
~tfvv' 

:; O%Ii'i'e o-r , 19 29 • 

day of 

~rM-'-_:::::= 

~~~~~~~~~~~--~~ 

#/:J L " 
/comm1SS1 oners. 
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