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Decision No. 2.3.8‘;.)

BEFORE TEE RAILROLD COMMISSION OF THE STATE QF CALIFORNIA.

)
In the matter of the epplication )
0f the COUNTY OF LOS iNGELIS for ]
order euthorizing a srade crossing )
on Short Strect over the Southern )}  Application No. 137397,
Pacific Company's right of way on |}
Aeneda Street.. %

Frod X. Cross, Deputy County Counsel,
for “he Applicant.

C. W. Cormell, for Southerzn Paclfic
Compaxny. L=l

BY TEZ CCISLISSICN: MY

Mty weay A Gwm B e -

In the shove entitled capplication, the County of Los
inzeles seeks permission to comstruct Short Street at grade across
“he Ssn Pedro snd Senta fna Brenches of Southern Pacific Company
in the wvicinity of Firestone Statlon.

4 public heearing on this matter was Reld by Exeminer
Gennon &t Los ingeles, the matter was submitted and Is now reedy
for declsion.

The Sex Pedro end Sexta Jna Bramches of Southern Paclfic
Company extend in & genmerslly north and south directlon and lie
between Sante Fe ivenue and ilemeda Street.

Short Street extends in an east and west directlion, being
epproximately 600 feet in length from Santa Fe Avenue on the east
to slemeds Street on the west. It is a dedicated pudblic street

from Senta Te Avente to the Railroad Company's esast right—ot-way

iine and is constructed QOTOSS %he yeilrosd tracks by a somewnat

odwcultous route. The County of Los ingeles (gsirTes o extend
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Short Street to Alameda Street on a direct linme so as to correct
1ts present irregular alignment and to provide safer amtomatically-
protected crossings.

4Lt the heering the County contended that the present grade
crossings of Short Street with the Rellroad Compeny*s tracks have
been used uninterruptedly by the pubdblic for a perliod in excess of
five years and hence have become public crossings by usage; ithat
the provosed crossings would take the place of the existing cross-
ings in so far as public travel is concerned, and that the cost of
constructing and vrotecting the proposed crossings should be borne

equelly by the gpplicant and the rallroad.

On the other hand, the railroad company malintained that

the existing crossings along Short Street were private ones; that
they wvere constructed to provide access to the station from Short
Street snd Alameds Street ond that there was no effective means of
prohibiting public travel between Senta Fe Avemue and Alameda
Street; that the Political Code expressly provides that no highway
cen be acguired by prescription; that the proposed crossings
should be considered as new crossings; and that the cost of con~
structing and protecting same should be apportioned in accordance
with the terms of the usual agreement entered into by the railroad
end epplicant, a copy of whick was attached tovthe application.

The Commission does not feel that it 1s necessary to
make eny pronouncement as to whether or not the existing cross-
ings are legelly public crossing. However, the record clearly
shows that the ¢rossings have beern used by the public for a number
of years snd that the comstruction of the proposed crossings will
elizinate such public travel over same.

The epplicant is agreesble to the closing of the exist-
ing crossings, but Southerm Pacific Company's wiltness testifled

thet they would s5%1ll be necessary to provide access to thelir
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station after the completion of the proposed crossings. The sta-

tioz building, which is not very pretenmtious in character, could
be moved sogth et & nominel expense so that the existing croSsings
would provide access to samwe, but such a plan epparently did not
zmeet with the spprovel of the railrosad.

From the record herein we are of the opinion that public
convenlence and necessity require the construction of the proposed
eutometically protected crossings which will replace, in so far ss
the pudblic travel is concerned, the sxisting unptotected crossings
of & street having irreguler asligmment, thereby arfording the
traveling pudlic 2 safer and more convenient route; that the rail-
road is benefited by having the public travel removed from the
existing crossings and that 1t would eppeer just and reesonable to
require the rallroad company to bear zm egusl part of the cost of

constructing and protecting sald new crossings.
SRDER

4 public hearing having been held in the above entitled
proceeding, the matler having been submitted, and being ready for
decision,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that permission and authority be and
it Is heredy granted to the Bosrd of Supervisors of the County of
Los ingeles, State of California, %o comstruct Short Street at grade
across the tracks of Southern Pacific Compeny at the locations here=
inafter particularly described and as shown by the map (Exhibit nam)
attached to the spplication.

Descrintion of Crossings

Seginning at the intersection of the casterly
line of said right of way with the westerly
prolongation of the northerly line of Short
Street, as shown on map of Tract No. 9301, re-
corded iz ook 1SL, pages 99 =nd 100 of Maps,
Records of said county; thence southerly
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elong seld easterly line a distance of 64 51
faet t0 the westerly prolongation of the
scotherly line of sald Short Street; thence
westerly along saild lest mentioned prolonge-
tion 171.84 feet to the westerly line of sald
right of wey; thence northerly along said
westerly line 60.90 feet to the westerly pro-
longation of the znortherly line of said Short
Street; thence eacterly in a direct line to
the point of bBeginning.
The above crossings shall be identified as follows:
Sen Pedro Branch - Crossing No. 26-489.08

Sente ine Branch = Crossing No. BEK=488.1

Said crossings shall be comstructed subject to the fol-
lowing conditions and not otherwise:

(1] The entire expeﬁse of constructing the crossings
shall be bornme 50% by epplicant and 50% by Southern Pacific Com-
peny. The cost of maintenance of those portions of sald c¢ross-
irgs up to lines two (2) feet outside of the outside rails shell
be borne by applicant; ‘The maintenance of those portions of the
crossings between lines two (2} feet outside of the outside rails
skell be berne by Southern Paciftic Company. The actual work of
constructing the crossing between lines two (2] feet outside of
the outside rails shall Ye performed by Sonxhefn Pacific Company.

(2} The ¢rossings shall be comstructed of a widih not

less than fwénty-rour (24) feet and at an angle as shown on the

mep attgched to the applicatiorn (Exhidit "A") and with grades of

appro;ég Qgt'éréﬁgg} then six (6) per anp;.'shall be constructed
equel or superlor to Standard No. 2 as sﬁecified £n General Order
No. 72 of this Commission; shall be protected by Standard No. 1

crossing signs as specified in General Order No. 75 of this COme

rission and shall in every way be made sultabdble for the'passage

thereon 07 vehicles and other road traflic.

(3) A Standard No. 3 wigwag as specifiied in General

1]

Order No. 75 of this Co ssion shell be instelled and maintainaed
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at each crossing for its protection. The cost of instelling sald
wigwegs shall be borme 50% by applicsnt and 50% by Southern Pacific
Company. The cost of mainteining said wigwags shall bde borne by
Southern Pacific Compeny.

(4) The existing pubdblicly used crossings, located approx-
imately two hundred (200} feet south of the crossings authorized
herein, shcll be legally abendoned in so far as the County of Los
ingeles has power so to do.

(5) Applicant shell, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
20t4fy this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the in-
stallation or.said crossings.

(6) If sald crossings shall not have been installed
within one year from the date of this order, the authorizetion
hWerein grented shall then lapse a2nd become vold, unless further
time 1s granted by subsequent order.

(7} The Commission reserves the right o meke such fur-.
ther orders relative to the location, comstrucetion, operation,
meintenance end protection of sald crossings as to 1t may seem right
and proper and to revoke its permission if, in Its Judgment, the
public convenlence and necessity demand such action.

The authority herein gramted shall become effect on the

dete hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornia, this _i%_ day

of M_» 1929 M \2
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Commyi ssioners.




