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Decision No. 21 SO 3 
BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIJ. 

) 
In tae matter ot the application ) 
ot NORTHWESTERN' PACIFIC RA.II.ROAD ) 
COMPANY tor author1ty.to cloee ) 
agency at Monte Rio, County or ) 
Sonoma, Calitornia. ) 

Application No. 16025. 

-------------------------) 

BY TBE COMMISSION: 

H.W. Hobbs, tor Northwestern Pacitic 
Railroad Company. 

Emmett I. Donahue, tor Protestant 
Shippers. 

OPINION _ ...... ---_ .... -
In this proceeding Northwestern Pacitic Railroad Com-

pany requests permission to d1scontinue 1ts station agent at 

Monte Rio on its Guernev11le Branch in Sonoma County, between 

September 15th and June 15th or each year. At the hearing ot 

th1s matter the application was ~nded to tiX the per10d tram 

September 15th to May 15th. 
A ~ublic hearing herein was conducted by Xx~iner Will-

iams at Santa Rosa. 
Monte Rio is a station on the Guerneville Branch or 

applicant, and it is 3.3 ~les north (railroad direction) or Guerne-
-

Ville, . and 41.3 miles south ot DWl.can Mills. The abandonment ot 

service tor eight months or the year is urged on the ground that 

the volume or business at the Monte Rio station is not suttic1ent 

to Just1ty its continuance during these eight montha, particularly 

in the winter per1od. The business at the Monte Rio station dur1ng 

the twelve months' period end~g June 30, 1929, as shown by the 

application, is as tollows: 



Revenue tranpassenger tickets sold, 
Carload freight torwarded end received, 
L.C.L.treight torwarded and received, 
Cost.ot maintaining agenoy, 

$2,7fJ7.00 
.1,64~.17 
1,781.67 
2,3ge.58 

An analysis or exhibits tiled by the applioant Show8 

that between September 15, !g28, and May 15, 1929, the gross 

revenue tram L. C. L. treight e:mounted to approx1me.tely $826.00 

and the expense or maintaining the agency was approximately 

$1,Sg9.OO, or, in other words, the station expense exceeded the 

L.C.L. revenue by $773.00. From May lSth to September 15th the 

receipts were $g55.67, and the stat10n expenses $799.58, or an 
e%cess or $156.09. This record Shows that the bulk ot the busi-

ness at the station is dur~g the tour months when applioant pro-
poses to maintain an agenoy • 

. The granting ot this application was opposed by many 

residents ot Monte Rio on the ground that an agent is required 

tor the care ot L.C.L. shipme~ts during the winter period and 
for the handling ot tratfic, especially for some school children 

attending school at Guerneville and Santa Rosa. The protestants 

oontended that the removal ot the agent will result in delay or 

receiving their L.C.L. shipments and also require that such ship-

ments be prepaid during eight months in the year. Wh11e the 

testtmony ot these witnesses indicates some inconvenienoe might 

result because of the absence ot an agent, we believe that the 

applicant's otter to ma:tntain a caretaker who will look atter 

the L.C.t. shipments and deliver them to the consignees trom 
storage at th'e stat10n 1r111 greatly relieve the inconvenience. 

The passenger bus~ess may be easily attended to by the train 

conductors and L.C.L. freight can be cared tor by '4 caretaker 
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• 
during the winter season. The period selected by applicant tor 

the maintenance or :full 88\:,ncy caneri ta seems to be reaeonable 

under the conditions, particularly when consideration 1s given 

to the proximity ot the adjacent agency stations. The record 
shows that Railway Express Agency, whioh is not seeking to aban-
don its agency, has made arrangements w1th a res1dont or ~onte 
R10 to handle its business. 

Atter care tully cons1der1ng the record herein, 1t 

appears reasonable to grant applicant's request to withdraw its 
.. 

agenoy at Monte Rio tor the period rrom September 15th to May l5th 

eaoh year, and the app110ation aocordingly will be granted. 

ORDER -----
Northwestern Pacitic Railroad Company having made ap-

p11cation to abandon its agent at the station or Monto RiO, 

Sonoma County, rrom. September 15th t.o Jle.y 15th each year, pu.bl10 

hearings ha~ing been held, the matter being under submission 

and ready tor deois1on, therefore 
IT IS EEREBY OBD'ERED the. t permission and authori t,. be 

and. it is hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad Com-. 
pany, a corporation, to ab~ao~ its agency at the station or 

Monte Rio, located on its Guerneville Branch in the County or 
Sonoma:, trom September 15th to May 15th, each year, subject, 

bowever, to tbe tollow~ conditions; 
(1) App~icant shall continue to maintain an agent at 

said station I)t Monte Rio from May l~th to .. September 15th, eaoh 

year. 
(2) Applicant shall oontinue the maintenance or said 

station as a non-agency between September 15th and May l5th, 

each year. 
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(3) Applicant shall store L.C.L. $h1pmen~s in the 
. 

station building under lock and key and shall appoint a custod-

ian or the key at said station tor the purpose or caring tor 

t.C.L. freight during the period tram September 15th to May 15th 

each year, and at such t1~es as necessary custodian shall main-

tain a ti~ in the waiting ro~ tor the comtort ot passengers 

tor a reasonable t1me prior to the departure or passenger train~. 

(4) Applicant shall post notices at sa1d station, 

notitying the public or the removal ot said agent, tor at least 

ten (10) days betore each t~e the agent 18 removed. 

(.5) The Commission resel"'l'ea the rlght to make such 
-

turther orders as it mar deem r1ght and proper and to revoke its 

permission it, in its judgment, the public convenience and necea-
\ 

s1ty demand such action. 
The effective date ot this order shall be twenty (20) 

days ~om tbe date hereof. 

Dated at San FranciSCO, California, this I{..g-day ot 

December, 1929. 

Comm1ss1oners. 


