
:? 1. ()" ,1 Dec1s1on No. .., 1 ~ .U '* • 

BEFORE THE RAn.:RO.AD OOMMISSION OF THE ST.ATE OF CJLIFORNI.1.. 

In the mo.tter ot the investigation ~ 
on the COmmission's own motion into ) 
clearance cond.i t10ns and sat'ety ot ) 
operations over the track laid 1n ) Case No. 2758. 
Violet Alley, in the Ci~ or Los ) 
.Angeles and the City ot Vernon. ) 

---------------------------) 
Fr8.llk Ka%'r and R. E. Wedeld.nd, 'tor 

Southern Pacit10 Company. 

A. S. Halsted and E. E. Bermett, 
tor Los .Angeles and Salt Lake :RaUroad Co. 

Thurmond Clarke, Deputy' 01 ty Attorney, tor 
the City or Los Angeles. 

Harry See, tor the Brotherhood ot Railroad 
Tra1nm.en. 

L. G. Guernsey and E. R. Young, tor Pac1t1o 
P1:pe and Suppl;r Compa:cy', Mettord Chemi cal 
CompanY', Shorten Curtis Corporation, 
Jonathan :Bixby Company, Ro) R. Pollook, Ino., 
and :Republic Supply Company. 

H. W. Packard and D. M. N1ece, tor Overell 
FUr:l1 ture Compa~. 

~obert Hutcherson, tor ABsoc1ated Oil Company. 

BY THE COlESSION: 

OPINION ...... _---- ...... 
This 1s a proceeding on the Comrc1ssion's own motion 

to 1nq ll1re into the clearance condi t10ns end sat'ety ot operat1.on 

OTer and along the track laid in Violet Alley, w~oh extends 
from Seventh street, in the C1 ty ot Los A.nge1es, to Tl:l1rty-eleJlth 

Street, in the City or Vernon, a d1st8llce ot approximately 1.4 '. 

miles. 

Public hearings on th1 a matter 'Were held 1n 1.08 

Angeles on October 2nd and 23rd, 1929. 
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Th18 alley i.s t''1t'toon reet in lI1.dth and in the oenter 

thereof is oonstructed a ~e:tJ.road :erCtok, oWZled jointly 8lld 
opera.tod dUl:'ing alternate years by Southern Pae1:r'10 compan:r and 

1,08 .Allgetles and Sal t Lake RaUroad Company. The tra.ok was OOJl-

structed in or ~out 1906. 

Tho Comm1ss1 on's General Order No. 26-C and predec4ta.r 

sor orders. tAO r1rst bo1ng General Order No. 26, effective 

J'anuary 1st, 19l3, J)reson be a .m1n1:m1lm. side clearuoe ot 8' 6" 

:t'rom the cen.ter Une or the track tor tb1 s we ot opera t10n. 

As the e.lleY' is o%ll.y- nt'teen teet in width, it 18, ot coura., 
1mposs1 ble to maintain standard. side cl.earances it' bu11d1ngs 

are erected along the property line, as the:r have been in ,_ 

great many oa8es. 
The Com=dssion's General Ordera on the subject .ot 

clearances were adopted atter extended investigations and publi0 

helU'1nga and the olearanoes therein fixed wore considered to be 

the min1mum w1th wll1ch railroad operations oould be conducted 

wi th reasonable safety. or the total frontage ~U:ong th1$ alleY', 

the eVidence inOioates that sane 5,889 teet have olearances less 

then those prescribed by- the General Order, the impairments betng 

ot varying a1JlOunts. in some cases as much a.s sixteen (l6) inches. 

The impairments are or various ld.nds, some 'tIeing created by per-

manent buildings, while others are caused b~ fences, trees, poles 

and projections to bUlld1nga. While the proVis1ons ot General 

Order No. 26-0 are not by- its terms retroactive, and the CO~8-

sion has not made a practice ot requiring the correction 01' all 

impaired clearances created ;prior to the promulgation or tllat 

order. the provisions or Section 42 or tho Public Utili t1e.s Aot 

clearly place upon the Commission the responsibility or prescrib-

ing condi tiona or reasone~b17 sate operation tor al.l publi0 util1-
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ties. The eV1de~ce in this case leaves no doubt but that very 

substantial hazards exist bY' 'Virtue ot the serious impa1rment or 

clearances alo:ug this extended pieoe or track 8lld, al thOllgh th\l 

r~oord does not 1:udioate that any acc.1denta have actual17 occurred, 

th1 sap:pea.rs to be due to the tao t that the Y'ardlnen working on" 

tb15, lea.d.do so with extreme caution, beoause or the ex1:stLng 

Ullusual hazards • 

. , . under ord1na.."7 oircumstanoes, 1 t would, be the Comm1s ... 

s1on' 8 dut'y', to require an immediate correotion or the clearances 

or c(!tsaat1on.ot rs.11r()ad operation over this tre.ck but, 'because 

so many 1nd1 Vidual p:rQpe,rty owners are concerned and because .ot 

the taot that the most lOgical and econo:ra1oal :met~od or correct-

ing the clearances would be accomplished by an aotual WideIl1ng 

or the alley 1 tsel:C' under appl"Opr1ate 'I'1den1ng proceedings ot 

the municipali t;r, it 1!i.'PPee.rS proper that a reasonable period 

s.llould be pe:rm1. tted in order that the co:ud1 tiona may be oorreoted 

in .this more economical and orderlY' manner. In the meant1me, 

however, conditions may be somewhat improved at onoe by the re-

moval, at nominal e~use, ot the various minor impa1r:menta, such 

at those oreated by tenees, trees and unneoessary projeotions to 

bu1l41:nga, together wj.th the clearing up ot und.rtoot obstruc-

tions. Also, some.immediate re11e! oould be given w1th reap.ot 

to the impa1rme~ts ot the bu1ldings thelll8elvos brillum1nation 

II. t night, with 11shts so 1nste.ll.ed and shaded as not to present 

a glare to the tra1:cmtlIl.. The or-der. will provide t,07: tho 1mme4ill.to 

correct1on or these :minor impairments. 

ORDER .......... ---
Pub11 e hearings having been held in the II. bove enti tled 

pl'OoeediXl8s" the matter ha~ng been duly s.ubm1 tted and the Com-

mission being tully adVised, 
IT IS HEREBY OlIDERED that Southern PaCific company. 

Los Angeles and salt Lake RaUroad Company, or any other cammon 
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carriers shall cease and d~s18t operat1ng over the track located 

1n Violet Alley put a:ttS" po1nt at wb1ch clearsnces as presCir1 bed 

bY' the CoImllission's General Order No. 26-0 shall not have been 

proVided on or betore November 30,1930. 

IT IS BEBEEY ~ ORDERED that Southe:rn Paoifio 
Company, X.O$ AIlSel.es end Se:l.t Lake ~a1lroe.d compe:o.y, or a'fX1 other 

common carriers shal~ oeas& and d051st operating over ~e traok 

·loca ted 1n Violet Alley :past aJlY' point a.t which the folloWing 

eond1t1.ons shall not have been complied With .on or before 

Karch 1st, 1930: 

(1) .All projections extending beyond ,the .. 'ta.ce o't , 

bll11d1ngs 1n such a manc.er as to r"sul t 1n s1de clearances le88 

than tllose prescr1bed 1n General Order No. 26-(; shall be re-

moTe-d. 
(2) .All impaired. side clearances oreated by tences, ";,' 

trees or other objeots, excepting bu11d.1ngs, shall be removed 

or corrected 80 as to oomply wi th the pro'V1stol1s at Genertll 

Order No. 26o-C. 

(3) The ground surface cond1 t1ona1n said Violet 

Aller she)) be improved aDd ~nta1ned so as to provide a 3ate 

am convenient place for trainmen to wal.k along the track. 

(4) The tronts or sid.es or al~ buildings ha~ng less 

than standard clearances, as provided tor in General Order No. 

25-0, . shall be 1llU1D1nated at night w1. th l1ght:~ so shaded as 

not to cause 8:1q d1rect glare to the tra1mnen operating ear. 

OTer said track. 
The Commission reserves the right t~ make Bueh other 

or add1 tional orders in the above entitled proceeding as may, 
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in its jude;ment, appear to be right and proper. 

The ettect1 vo de. te or 'tll1 s order shall be twenty (20) 

days tram. and atter the date hereof. 

D~.ted at San Frano1sco, California, this 

Decem.ber. 19,29. 



·e 

I ~ unable to assent to the first portion ot 

this order. CllaDg1ng conditions or a d.1tt'ere.ut. record. IDA':1 

at some future time turnis.b. justification. tor an order ot' 

the. drasti0 cha.r8.c~r here made, but 'Wld~ the present 

record. its. just1t1cat1on is not sufficiently <:lear. 

1'he second portion ot the order is appropriate 

and rinds conVincing support ill the rocord. 

I commIssioner. 


