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Deois1on NO. __ ': .... ' _:' _ .... _. -.... ',_1 ! ____ • 

BEFORE TKE BA.nRO.1D CCMMISSION !:IF TEE STATE OF C.U,IFORNIA 

} 
~ the matter of the application } 
ot the City or San Mateo tor order l 
~uthorizing tor Bell street ~ grade ) 
orossing over the Southern Paoitic ) 
Ra11roa~ company's right-or-way and ) 
Railroad Tracks. ) 

Applioation No. 16159. 

---------------------------) 
Mr. Fr3nkl1n Swart, D1str1ot Attorney, tor 

the County or San Mateo. 

Mr. F. E. Hottman, Assistant City Attorney, 
tor the City ot san Mateo. 

Mr. A. G .. Goodrick o.n.d Mr. H. W. Hobbs, tor 
Southern ~aoit10 co~pany. 

'l'.llos. F. Bell, John J. Bell and Thelu Be Marrin) 
by Paul S. Marrin, tor Bell Brothers. 

Mr. Oliver Dibble, to~ Curtiss-wright 
Ai rport Comp any. 

:Mr. No:rman Larson, tor Calitornia Air 'l'$r-
m1nal s, t td. 

DECOTO~ CO!mISSIONER: 

OPINION .... ,., - - ......... -
".~ 

This is an applioation tiled by the City or S~ Matbo 
. " 

tor authority to extend Bell Street at grade aoross the .main line 

tracks or Southern ?ac1tic Company in the southerly portion or 
the City or San ~teo • 

• \ public hearing was held in this prooeeding a.t San 

Fl'anoisoo, at which time it was stipule.tedby all par-:1es that 

the record in Ap:plioat1o:c. ~o. 15954 be oonsid.ered in eVidenoe in 

this proceeding 1n so tar as relevant. 

-.-



· ' .. , 

The distriot in the vio1n1 ty or the proposed Q'ross1ng , 

has recently been annexed to the 01 ty of San Mateo.' AP!)11cat1on 
" , . 

No. 15954 was tiled by the county or San Mateo seeking a crossing 

~er the traoks e.t Bell Street previous to the time this seotion 

was annexed to the City of San Ms:l:.,o. 

The purpose ot t!\e crossing .is to turn1sh acoess to the 

:tly1ng tiel-d now under con.struct1on oy the curt1ss:&.1r,ort~ In-

oo~ore.ted. This company, through its subsidiary, California Air 

Teiin:tis C~any t Ltd., has l"eoently I>urchased a lerge traot or 
land iying oetween 'the southern Pe.cine right-or-way end tb.e Bay-
~ore 'H1ghway end ,:,outh or L1~y AVOnUe ~ Se.n Mateo ~ eJld nOW' propo:Jo:s 

to oonstruot .thereon a large and' first-ol~ss airport 'and flying 

sohool. Aooording to plans ShOWD. on Exhibit No.3, the administra-
tion bUildings c.re to be looat\.i'i on tlie west side or thet1eld ad-

jaoentto the re.Uroad, oJ;)pos:. ';e Be'll Street and .about midwer be-

twgen the,north ~d south property lines, with the prino1pal ve-

h1cuJ.u entra;D.oe to the tield at Bell Street, wh10h wouJ.d arrord .. 
1_. . ;. 

oonneotion to the El Camino Real highway. 

At the present ttme the airport ~roperty is reached by 

e. z>rivate orossing over the right-of-way and t:racb or Souther!l 

Pao1t'1!" co~e.ny. Th1s ol'Oss1ng, 1 t a:p:pe~rs, was constl"1loted ~1 

years ngo under a prov1sion in th~ original :r1eht-or-~a1 deed. It 

is located about 400 teet northwesterly from the orossing proposed 

in thi~ app11oation at Bell street and, in 1 ts present oondi ti0Jl~"""". 
presents oonsiderable hazard to the persons usinS it. All inter-

ested parties have agreed that it t~e proposed orossing is to be 

o~ened to tratt1o, this ex1st1ngoross1ng will no longer oe neoes-

sary and should 'be olosed. 

The reoord also shows that the original railroad right-

ot-W'!!J.Y' grant ,rov1ded tor other oros'sings in this vioini ty, whioh 

are not now~n use, :.md, with the oonstruction or a eros'sing at 
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....... 
Bell Street, nll not be needed. in the future. It was stipulated 

by the pro;s>erty owners, Bell Brothers :md Ce.lifornia Air Terminals 

Company, Ltd., that it this application is sranted, all these 

reserve.t1ons wUl be oan.oelled. 

The propo$ed orossing involves a high-speed double-traok 

line ot the ~~ut:c.ern Pao1fi0 Company, oarrying Soxiie 70 steem passen- . 

ger tre1nsper day and approx1mately 25 freight mov~ents. It is 
\. . . " . 

e.~p~t that crossings over suoh ru::I. important railroad should be 

l"aStr1.oted to a m:c.1mum oonsistent with puolic needs and 8J?Y new 

crossi;o.g OVer these tracks should be adequately protected. 
. . 

A~er carefully oonsidertog the record in this prooeed-

1Jlg,. tt e,p:pears tb.~t this ooml'are.t1~rely large ent~rp:r1se should 

have a suiteble aocess to ,ubli0 highways. Vlh1le the pro~ertyo~ 

be reaol'Led trom the llew Bayshore Highway, the evidenoe shows tlla t 

the praotioal way of developing this field as an airport, when con-

s1derat1·on is given to, J.)revailing winds, is to have the vSh1oular~ OM 

... ..; 

entn.noo rrom the westerly side or the field, in accordanoe with " 
• " f 

the plan Shown on EXhibit No. 3 1n this proceeding_ I theretore 
., ... 

reoommend that the applioation 'be granted, w1 tb. the proVision that 

'bOth thecurt1ss interests and the Bell Brothers, who own the sub-
~ 

'" 
~1Vis1on on the westerly .s1de or the railroad traok in the V1oin~ty 

. , 

or, the ~roposed oross1~, oonvey ~o ~outhern Paoit1c Company, ~n 

aocordanoe with their agreement, any property right whioh they may 

have to the ex1stiDg oross1ng, looated some 400 teet to the north 

or the p1'01)ose4 orossing at Bell St,reet, end any other orossing 

easements over the railroad attaohed to this property; that the 

01 ty or Sen Me-teo legelly ~'beIl.doXl. any rights which the :publi0 may 

have aoqUired over t~1s orossins; and that the orossing '00 ortec:-

1vely closed upon the open1ns or e. publi0 crossing over ,~he traoks 

at Bell street, ~s proposed herein. 
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The !oUowing torm. 01' order is reoommended: 

ORDER ------
PUblic he:ring having been held 1n the ebove entitled 

prGO$eding, t~e matter having been 3ubmitted and being now ready 

tor decision, 

IT IS REBEBY ORDERED that the City 01' San Mateo be and 

it i~ hereby authorized to oonstruct Bell Street at grade aoross 

the tracks or Southern Paoific Company, as applied tor herein end 

a3 shown 0%1. Exb.1 01 t No. 3 in this prooeeding.' 

The aOove oross1ng shall be identified as cross1.ng 
No.:',~:~E-19. 7. 

Th1s crossing shall be oonstructed subjeot to the . . 

folloWing oondit1ons and not otherwise: 

(1) The entire expens·e ot oonstrtlot1ng the orossing 

shall 'be 'borne by appl1osnt. The cOst or"maintenanoe ot that 

~ort1on ot said orossing outs1de ot.lines two (2) reet outside 

or t~e outs1de rails shall be borne by a3>:9lioan t. The maintenanoe 

or that portio!l ot the orossing 'between lines two (2') teet outside 

of the outside rails shall be borne 'by Southern Pacit10 Company •.. 

No portion or the oosthere1n assessed to applioant ror the. oon-

struct10n or ma1nten~oe ot sa1d orossing Shell be assessed by 

applioant, 1n e.ny' mamer whatsoever, to the operative ~roperty 

ot South.ern Pao1t1c C~eny. 

(2} This o.ross ing shel.l be oonstru.oted equal or su-

perior to Standard No.3, 1n th1s COmmission's General Order NO.72, 

end ot a width ot not less then twenty-:r1 ve (25) teet, wi,th to;pa 
or rails n usb. wi to. the roadway end w1 tb. grades or a:pproaoh not 

exoeeding tOUl" (4) per o ell t. 'rhe or~s ing shell 1n every way be 

made sare ror the pessage thereover ot veh1o~es and other road 

tratt10. 



(3') The crossing shall be l'rotected by two Stand-

al"d No. 3 wig-wags, equipped with 2-train ind1oe.tors.Tb.e 

iuitial expense or providing this protection sllo.ll 'be borne 

b1 ~,lio8llt end their main tenence thereafter shell be borne , , , . 

by SOuthern ?"c1t1c Com!;)M.y. 

(4) Before the oommenoement or oonstruotion of 

the orossing here.in authorized, the City ot: Stm Mateo ~llal.l 

take the neoessary ste,s to legally abandon and. ef.:rubt1veJ.;y 

olose. the existing c~oss1ng, located some ~OO teet to the 

north of Bell street, and shall etteotivelr olose said 

oross1ng upon the o~ening ot the orossing herein authorized. 
• """ ..Jl 

(5) In accordanoe with the foregoing o~inion, the 

~roperty owners havine any Oro3S~ agreements over Southern 
" , 

. Paoiti0 Companyts track, ,be~1reen L1ly Str-eet on the north . " 

and Broadway o~ the south, 'Sh~i'oanoel' ~~1d crossing ~gree-
menta W1 th1n sixty (60) days or the date ,of this order ruld so 

notity this Commission. 

(6) APpli0c.nt shall, within thirty (30) day:. 

the~eatter, not1tythis Commission? in w.r1 t1:c.~J i or the 99m-

p~et1on or tho ln3tallat1on or sald oros~1ng • 
. , ' 

(?) It sai,d orossing shall not ha.ve beet·, in-
. 3t~led w1t~in one year tro~ the date o! this o~der., ina 

, ' 

author1zat ion herein gran ~ed shaJ.~ t.ll.en le.p$e a.nd. 'booom.e 

VOid, unless turther time is granted by subsequent order. 
cel The Comm13~1on reserves the right to I:l8.ke suoh 

turther orders, rele.t1ve to th.e looe.~1on, oonstr.lot~on90pera­

tion, me.1ntenance and l'~tection ot said orossing,. as to it ~j 

soem right and proper and to revoke its ~or.mi5sion i~, 1n ita 
... '. f 
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judgment, the publi0 oonv6'.a.1enoe and neoess1 ty demand such 

aotion. 

,'l"he ettective date or this order shall be twent:r (20 r 
deys troo the date hereof. 

The foregoing 0,in1on and order are hereby approved 

and ordered riled as the opinion and order or the' Railroad Com-

mission or the State ot California. 

,Dated c.t &ul hanc1sco, California, this' 2-.(i!1. ~B.j'" 
or, Deoember, 1929. 

Co:mm1so1oners. 

~~ 
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