Decision No.

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSICN OF THE STATE OF‘GALIFORNIA
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)
In the matter of the application )
of the City of San Masteo for order )
authorizing for Bell Street 2 grade ) Application No. 16169.
orossing over the Southern Peoifis )
Reilroad Company's right-of-way and )
Railroad Tracks. . %

» Franklin Swart, Distriot Attorney, for
the county of San Mateo.

Mr. F. E. Hofiman, Assistant City Attorney,
for the City of San Nateo.

Mr, A. G. Goodrick and Mr. H. W. Hobbs, for
Southern Pacific Company.

Thos. F. Bell, John J. Bell and Thelen & Marrin,
dy Paul S. Marrin, for 3ell Brothers,

Mr., Oliver Dibble, for Curtiss-Wrizht
Alrpoxt Companys.

Mr. Yorman Larson, for Celifornia Air Terw
minals, Ltd.

DECOTO, COMMISSIONER:

OPINION

.,

This is an application filed by the City of San Eam\ :

for euthority to extend Bell Street at grade across the main line

| tracks of Southern Pacific Company in the southerly portion of |

the City of San Xeateo.
A pudblic hearing wes held in this proceeding at Sen

Franoisco, et which time it was stipulated by all parties that
the record 4in Applicatiorn Yo. 15954 be oconsidered in evidenoce in

this proceeding in zo Ter as relevant,




The distriot in the vicinity of the proposed orossing
hes recently been ennexed to the 01ty ol San Mateo.’ Application
Noe 15954 was filed by the County of San Mateo seeking aioréésihg
over the trecks at Beil Street previous to the time this section o
was annexed to the City of Sen Mat=o,

‘e purpose of the orossing is to furnish access to the
flying field now under construction by the Curtissilirpért;'xn-
sorporeted. This company, through its subsidiary, Californis Air

Tereinels Compeny, Ltd., hes recently punchesed 2 lerge tract of
lend lying between the Southern Pecifio Tight~ol~wey snd the Bay=-

shore Highway and south of Lily Avenue, | San Mateo, ond now proposes
to construct thereon e large end first~olass airport amd £l ying
sohool. Aocording vo plans shown on Exhiblt No. 3, the edministra=-
tion bulldings are to be loscatud on the west side of the field ade
jacent to the railroad, oppos: 6 Bell Street and sbout ﬁidwqr bew
tween the north snd south property lines, with the prinoipal've-
hioular entrance %o the field at 3ell Street, which would arfford &
oonnecuion to the El Camino Real highway.

At the n*esent time the sirport property is reached by
. a private orosgsing over the right~of-way and tracks of Southern
Paoiriu Company. Thic orossing, it appesrs, was constructed mgny
yoérs 280 under e provision in the originel right-of-way deed. It

is looated about 400 feet nor*hwestcrly rrom the orossing piqposed

.,
‘-“‘

presents consideradle hazerd 0 the persons using 1t. All 1nter-
ested perties have agreed that if the proposed orossing is to be
opened to trarric, this existing'orossing“will no longer be decesQV
aary‘and should be olosed. |

The Tecord elso shows that the origimal railroad righte
of-way grant provided for other orossings in this vieinity, which

are not now in use, and, with the construction of a crossing at
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Bell Street, will not be needed in the’ruture. It was stipuiéied

by the property owneré, Bell Brothers and Celifornia Alir Terminels
Compeny, Ltd., thet if this spplication is granted, ell these
re#Q:vﬁtions will be oanoelléd. ’

The proposed orossing involves e high-speed double-track -
line of the Southern Paoific Company, oerrying some 70 steem passen~
3er trains per day and approximately 25 frelight movements. It 1s
appg;ent that orossings over suok an Important railroad should be
réspéiqted to & minimum oonsistent with pudblic needs end any new
orbgsing over these tracks should be adequately protected. ﬁ

| A;tef carefully oonsidering the reoord 1ﬁ this procecd=
ing, 1t appears that this comperatively large enterprise should
have a suitable access to public highweyse. While the propérty,dgﬁ |
be resohed Ifrom the new Bayshore Highway, thé evideﬁoe shows tﬁat‘.
thé praotical way of developing this field as an airport, whon*ooﬁ-
sideration is given %o prevailing winds, 13 to have the vehioular -
entranoe Trom the westerly side of the field, in acoordanoe with ’
the plen shoun on Exhidit Noe. 3 in this proceeding. I therefore
racommend that the application de granted, with the proviaion that
both the Curtiss iaterests and the Bcll Brothera, who own the sub-
diVision on the westerly side or the railroad track in the vioinlty
ox the proposed crossing, convey to Soufhern Paciric Compeny, 1n
aooordanoe with their egreenent, any property right whioch they nay
have to the existing orossing, located some 400 feet %o the north
or the proposed orossing at Sell Street, and any other orossing
easements over the reilrosd ettached to this property; that the
City of Sen Meteo legally cbandon any rights which the public may
heve soquired over this orossing; and that the crossing be effeci~

ively olosed upon the opening of e public crossing over the trecks

at Bell Street, =5 droposed herein.




Public hearing having been held in the sbove entitled
prossceding, the matier having been submitted and being now ready
ror.decision,

IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED that the City of Sen Mateo be and
it is heredy suthorized to ocomstruct Bell Street at grade scross
the tracks of Southern Pacific Company, as applied for herein and
as shown on Exhibit No. 3 in this proceedings

The above orossing shall be identified as Crossing
Nos: E~19e7

This crossing shall be constructed subjeot to the
following oonditions end not otherwise: .

(1) The entire expense of constructing the orossing
shall be borne by applicent, The cost of maintenance of that
portion of said orossing outside of lines two (2) feet outside
of the outside railc shall be borme by applicant. The maintenance
of that portioz of the orossing between lines itwo (2),reet outsidg
of the outside rails shell be doxrae by Southexrn Paéiiiq COQPany;"
No portion of the cost herein assessed to applicant for the oon~-
struction or maintenance of sald orossing shall de assessed by
epplicant, in any mamier whatsoéver, to the operative prqpertf
of Southern Pecific Companye.

(27 This orossing shall be constructed equal or su~
perior to Stenderd Noe 3, in this Commission's General Order No.72,
and of = width of not less than tweniy-Tive (35) Teot, wiﬁh jopg;ﬂ
of reils flush with the roadwey end with grades of abprdaoh pot -

exoeeding four (4) per cent. The orossing shall in every way be

mede safe for the passage thereover of vehiqles and other road

traffloc.




(3) The orossing shall be protected bj two StandQ
ard No. 3 wig-wegs, equipped with 2~-train indicators. The
initlal expense of providing thils protection shall de vorne
»by‘npplipant and thelr meintenance thereafter shall bde borne
| by Sounhern racific Company. |

(4) Before the commencement of comstruction of
the orossing herein suthorized, the City of Sen Mateo shall
‘ tnko‘thevneoesaary steps ©o legally edendon end effebtively
.olose:the existing c;ossing, located some 900 feet o the
porth of Bell Street, and shall effeoctively olose said
,9ro§sing’upon the opening of the orossing herein suthorized,

, (5) In acco*dnnce with the foregoing opinion, the
br0perty ownern heving any ¢rossing asgreements over Southern
~Peoifio Company's track, be ‘ween Lily Street on the no*th
and Broadway on uha souuh, shall oanoel said orossing AgTed=
ments within sixty (60) deys of the date\or this order and so
notify this Commission.

(5) Applioent shall, within thirty (30) days
thereafter, notiry‘this Commission, in writing, of the gom-

Pletion of the installation of said orossing.

| (7) If seid crossing shell not have beer, in-
‘stelled within ome yeer from the date of this order, the

euthorizatior herein granted shell then lapse and become o
void, wnless further time 1s granted by subsequent ordere
(a) The Commission reserves the right to make sunh
further oxrders, relative to the loocation, oonntruonnon,-opora-
tion, maintenance and protection of sald orossing, as to it nnyv

seem right end proper end to revoke its permission Lf, in its




judsment, 'tb.e public convenience and nlevéeésity‘deﬁandvsuoh‘ o
aofion. )

The errective date of this order shall be twenty (20)
deys from the date nereof, , ‘

The foregoing opinion and order sre herebdy approvéd'
and ordered filed es the opinion and order of the Reilroad Com
miésion of the State of Colifornia. S

| Dated et San Francisco, California, this "2;:525‘1_' day- |

of Decemder, 1929.
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