Decision No. RIS

BEFORE TES RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application of
NORTEWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
and ALBION LUMBER COMPANY for author-
ity to dscontinue operation of line
of rajilroad between Aldbion eand
Christine.

Application No. 16059.

Roy G. Eillebrand, for Applicants.

BY THZ COMMISSION:
OPINION

Northwestern Pacific Rallroad Company and Albion
Lumber Company Jjointly bave mele application for amthority to
discontinue the operation of the standard gauge raeilroed owxed
by applicant, Northwestern Pacific Railroed Company, and operated
under lease by Albion Lumber Compeny between Albion and Christine,
in Mendocino County, Califormia, a dlstance of 25.65 miles.

A public hearing herein was conducted by Exeminer
Williams at alblon, at which time the matter was duly submitted
and now is ready for decislon.

Albion Railroad, as it has been called since its
lease by the Albion Lumber Company, under authority of Decision
No. 9048 in Application No.6554, dated June 3, 1?21, has been
meinteining common carrier service beiween termini named and
serving all classes of traffic. This service hes not been
scheduled, being operated on an "exira traiﬁ'basié;to the small

intermediate points. The railrosd was constructed some twenty-odd
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years ago by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company as the

£irst section of a rallroad to operate between Aldion and Healdsdburg,
where connection was to have been made with the main line of the
Northwestern Paciflic.

Experience in operation showed at the time the lease

was entored into that 98 per cent of the dDusinesas of thoe rellroad
was the business of the Alblon Lumber Company, and it was at that
time deemed advisable that the Lumdber Company should o nduct all
operations under lease. This lease explired June 30, 1923, and
has not beer renewed.

The refilrcald is wholly intrastate in character and it
has no contact or commection with any other pudlic carrier. Its
business has been the transportation of logs from the forests to
the Albion Lumber Company's mills at Navarro and Aldion and in
the transportation of products of the Company's mills to Albionm,
which is a port, amnd there dellvered to water carriers. Since
November, 1929, the piants of the Albion Lumber Company lave deen
practically out of operation; the timber cutting bas been sus-
pended, snd the company has now reached a period of non-activiiy.
The railroad is no longer necessary to or useful for its opera-
tion.

According to an exhitit filed with the application,
the cost of operation of the rafilroad between Noveaxber, 1928, amd
Octover, 1929, inclusive, including tax accruals, azounted to
$7,391.76, end during the same period the revenue from freight
emovnted to $20.54 and from passengers $37.94, making a total

revenue for the twelve months of $58.48.

According to the testimony of Charles F. Flimn,
Geperal Manager of the Albion Lumber Company and Managex of the
railrosd operation, this company hes practically witbdrawn from
all activity and will contribute no business of a railroad
character in the near future. There is no other shippor using
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this common carrier service. It is also the intention of the
Albion Lumber Company to dispose of the equipment used in the
operation, but there is no intention on the part of the North-
western Pecific Railroad Compeny, owner of the tracks end roed-bed
and other stationary equipment, to remove any portion of 1t. Tke
instant application is solely for the purnose of obtaining author-
1ty to cease the operation of the railroad because of the greet
cost thereof and the meager lncome derived from sald operation.
Both Albion and Navarro, which are the most importent points served
by the railromd, are also served by automotive lines now operating
<n this territory under the authority of this Commission.

It appears from the record that the operation of this
railroad as conducted under lease by the Albion Lumber Company has
baen mairtained silmost wholly for the logging and lumber business
of the company, and that the other Ireight and passenger business
hes been merely incidental. According to the annual report of the
Aldion Lumber Compeny, filed witk the Commission December 1928,
the business of the company for that year resulted in a loss of
$18,656.31, efter a lease payment of £22,000 to the Northwestern
Pacitic. This loss, of course, resulted largely from the fact

that the lumber sctivity of the company, which possesses & very

iarge area of redwood timber, had practically ceased, and the

movements through which the railroed was maintained were largely

in the pature of & "clean up" of timder already cut and milled.
Notice orqintent té discontinue was posted at all the

stations of the compeny end at the Post 0ffices of Albion and

Navarro more then five days prior to the date of hearing, accord-~

ing to the testimony of Richerd A. Hood, an employee of the company.

No one, however, appeared to oppose the application.
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The record before us is satisfying that the burden of
maintaining the operation of this railroad 1s wholly out of pro-
portion to the petronage that has been recelved or may be re-
ceived, and to continue it further would be an unjust burden
upor the Albion Lumber Compeny or Northwestern Pacific. The or-
der, therefore, will permit the discontinuence of the operations
as conducted by Albion Lumber Company, dut is not authority for
the abandomment of the tracks and stationary eguipment on any

pexrt of the entire line.

SRDER

Northwestern Pacific Reailroad Compeny and Albion Lunber
Company, having made application to discontinue the operatibn ot

line of railroed between Albion and Christine, Mendocino County,

a public hearing having been held, the Cﬁmmission being apprised

of the facts, and the matter being under submission and ready for
decision,

IT IS EXRERY ORDERED that permission and authority bde
end the seme is hereby granted to Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company and Aldior Lumber Compeny to discontiate operation of
their line of railroad operating between the towns of Alblion and
Christine in the County of Mendocino, State of California, and to
cancel, in conformity with the rules of this Commission, all rate
teriffs and time schedules between the sald points, sudject, how
ever, to the following condition:

(1) Applicants shall post notices at all stations on
sgid line of'railroad; notifying the public of the discontinuance




of sald service for at least ten (10) days before service is dis-

continued.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days from the date hereof.
Dated at Sen Franmcisco, California, this 7 77— day of

December, 1929.
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