
Decision No. Q1 0 (){) 
_ ... GI.oI;"':\ ... ' ... C".,V,,""-__ 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TlE STATE OF CJ.LIFORNIA. • 

) 
In the Matt~ of the Application ot ) 
The Merquin Telephone and Electric ) 
Light Company, e. corporation, end ) 
The'Pec1!ic Telephone and Telegraph ) 
Company, a corporation, tor an order ) 
.aut.llor-1z~ Xhe Merquin Telephone and ) 
Eleotric L~ht Company to sell to The ) 
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company ) 
all or its telephone property 1n the ) 
territory known as Stevinson Colony~ } 
Merced County~ California, ~d The .) 
Pac1t1c Telephone and Telegraph.Company ) 
to purchase end ac quire the same, and to ) 
publish, tile and make ettect1ve rates ) 
tor'exchange, interexchange and tele- ) 
graph service. ) 

--------------------------------) 

. ' ..... 

Application No. l6131~ 

H. K. Le.ndram., tor applicant, The MerqU1n 
Telephone ~d Elec~ic Light Com~. 

James G. Marshall, tor applicant, The Paoific 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

BY THE CO:rmrsSION': 

OPINION 
-~ ..... ----

This is a joint application or The Pacifi0 Telephone and 

Telegraph Company and The Merqu1n Telephone and Eleotri0 Light 

Company, hereinarter reterred to as Paci~ic Company and MerqU1n 

Company, in which authority is asked to transfer, f'r'om the latter. 

, to the tor.mer, the ownership in a certain telephone property located 

in tile terri tory knOlixt o.s Stevinson Colony. Mer"ed county'; Cali:t:01'1Jja. 

A public hearing was held in this :prooeediIlg before Examiner 
/ 

Williams in Turlock) California, on December 27, 1929, at whioh plaoe 
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and time the matter 1I'a:s .su'bm.1ttcd ror dec1s:1.on. 

• 

lJ!erqu1n Com.:ptul.:v renders telephone servioe in a teni tory 

or about thirty s~uare miles ext~tJ located appro~~e~y e~even 

miles south or the City or Turlook. Cal1t'orn1e.. Merquin Com:pany 

ope.r~tes a. cen.t:t-e.l ott1ce switchboard in Stevinson and 1'1.lrn1shes, 

in addition to local switching service between stations 1n the 

Colony, tacilities to provide a eOnDect1on between its sWitch­

board and that otthe Pac1tic Company in Turlock. By meens or the 

latter connection, switching service between Merqu1n C~pany's 
" 

stat10ns and stations or subscribers 1n the Pacitic Company's 

Turlock Exchange is made available. Merqu1n Company pays Pacific 

Company tor the switching at Pacif1c Company's SWitchboard on an 

annual basis, but makes no charges tor this service to its sub­

scribers other then, the regular m.onthly rental rates. All toll 
-chages tor messages, originating at Merq,uin Company's stations 

.. 
to :points other than 'rurlock ore billed to Merqu1.n Compa.ny by 

Pacific Campany at the rates applicable to Turlock. 

:f. H. Duge,1n, President ot Merquin c.ompe.ny~, testi:t1ed 

the. tit was the desire of his Com:pe.ny to re tire tl-om the te lepholle 

business and the. t i't would 'be w1l1i:c.g to trans.t'er allot its tele­

phone property to Pacitic Company tor e. consideration o:t $3,.OOO.OO~ 

plus the cost or additions made 'between June 29, 1929, and the date 

ot truster. Mr. Du€;a1n stated that. el.though his Company was in-

corporated under the ~e ot Merquin Telephone and ElectriC ~ 

Company, no electric light or power lines were ever o~ed or oper­

ated 'by 1 't. 

w. ~. Dodge, test1~ng tor Paei~1c Company,. stated that 
- . , 

his Company was ready and wUliDg to purchase the 'telephone property 
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or MerqU1n Com.:pany~ and the. t, if' author1 ty tor the transter as 

asked 1s granted, Pac1f1c Com:pany w1ll include the territory now 

served by Merq:u.in Company in 1 ts Turlock Exchange liX'ee. end would 

prov1de service therein at its regular f1led rates for Turlock 

Exchange telephone service. ~he proposed rates are mater1ally 
. . 
lower than those now in effect tor similar service. Pacific c~ 

pany will spend approximately $11,000.00 tor reconstruction work 

to provide service ·in this territory, but no line extension charges 

will be made against applicants who now may be served from exist­

ing lines. No change in tnterexchange telephone or telegraph rates 

is proposed. 

No protest DS presented tc) the granting or this app11ca-

t10n. 

Atter giving consider~tion to all or the evidenoe presented' 

in this proceeding, we are or the opinion the. t the interests ot 
subscribers to telephone service in the SteVinson Colony and or the 

public generally will be benetitted by the transrer of the telephone 

property or Merqu1n Company to Pacific Company, the abandonment or 

all telephone utility operations by Merquin Company; and, also, the 

1nclus1on of the terri tory now servell 'by Merqu1n Company in the TUrlock 

Exchange Area or Pae1ri~ Company, with rates tor telephone servi~e 

therein as now applicable to the Turlock Exchange. 

Q.!a!a 
Merc;,u1n Te!ephone end Electric. Light Company having asked 

. . " 

the Railroad Commission tor authority to sell its telephone propertY' 

in SteVinson and Vicin1ty, Merced County, e.nd to witharaw f'l'om the 

telephone bllSiness~ and. The Pacific Telephone o.nd Telegraph Conpany 
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l::.avin.g asked. authority to l'Ut'chase said property tor $3,000.00 
. 

plus cost or additions !ron June 29, 1929, to ~e date or trans~er, 

and to turn1~ telephone service in Stevinson at its tiled Turlock 

ExchaDge rates, a public hearing having been held, the matter bav­

ing been submitted ~d being now ready tor deCision, 

The Railroad Commission hereby finds as a ~aet that the 

interests or the :public will be served by the gran t1ng or this 

epplioation. and, basing its order on the foregoing ~1nd1ng or 
tact and such other ti:c.d.ings or tae t as are contained in the 

op1nion preceding this order, 

IT IS EEREBY ~~ as !ollows: 

(1) Merqtt1n Telephone and ElectriC Light Company may 
-

sell and transfer, on or before July 1, 193C, all or its tele~hone 

properties described in Exhibit ~A~ or the appl1oation herein, ~o 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company tor the sum of 

$5,000.00, pius the 'cost or additions and betterments tr~ JUne 29, 
1929, to the date or the transfer or the properties. 

(2) As or the date or the teansrer or said properties and 

the beginning or their o~erat1on by ~he Pacitic Telephone and ~ele-

gra~h Gompany, MerQuin Tele~hcne an['~lect~ic ti~t Company sh~ll 
wi thdre..w t'rompu'b1.1.c ut.11.1 t.y t.el.ephone 'business :md. 'the ~a.te3 and. 

tar~s tor tclephono service or the ~4ttcr comp~ ~~ be o«n-

celled as ot that date. 

(~) The 2ac1r1c ~elephone ~d Telegraph Company shall 

w1 thin t:b.1rty (30) d.ays e.!-ter the exeeut10n 01: the deed or instru­

ment or conve~ce under which it acquires and holds title to said 

properties. r1~e with t~is Comm~ss1on a cert.1r~ed copy or such deed 

~ ~strument ot conve~ee. 
(4) The authority herein granted to transrer the atore-
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~1d properties is upon the condition that ~e consideration paid 

ror such propert1es shall not be urged betore 'the Railroad COmmis­

sion ot the state or Cali.:Corn.1a as a measure ot the value o"r said 

pro~ert1es tor any purpose other than the transter herein authorized. 

(5) Tho Pacitic Telephone and Telegra~ company shel1. on 

and atter ~e date 1t aoquires tne aforesa1d pro~erties~ operate 

the sem.e and make ettect1ve ~ in the terri tory served by said proper- . 

tics) the rates tor local exchange telephone serviee wh1ch are in 

eUect tor s1m.11ar service in its Turlock Exche.nge~ end such other 

exchaxlge telephone rates and rules end regulations as may be ap­

proved by the Railroad Commiss1on. 

(6) The Pac1tic Telephone and Telegraph Co~anyshall 
. 

submit tor tiling~ not .later then ten (10) dtlys be1"ore the acqui-

sition or the aforesaid proporties~ a map o! the Turlock Exchange 

Area revised to include stevinson Colony as sbcwn in ~roposed 
, -' 

exchange area~ on map in Exhibit "GJ~ attached to the application 
.. 

in tb.1s proeeed1Dg. 

For all other purposes the ettect1ve date of this order 
. 

shall be twenty (20) days trom and atter the date hereot. 
. 

Dated at Sen FranCiSCO, 

O~~.19JO.· 
Cal1torn1a.~ this 7~ day 

Sw~~ 

ES , #I/. df£ .>~ .., 
/'" . 

Comm1ss 10ners ~ 
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