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Decisfon No. 24 980 .
| BEFORE TEE RATIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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In the Matter of the Investigation (1 ’;. N
on the Commission's own motion into b iy e UL Wik

the rates, tolls,.rentals, charges,
classifications, rules, regulatiouns,
praciices, contracts, operations,
compliance with General Orders, serv—
ice, or any of them, of A. S. ERYANT,
operating under the fictitious name.
and style of ERIDGEPORT TELEPHONE AND
TBLEGRAPE COMPANY, ,

Case Noe, 2761,
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he So Bryant, for Bridgeport ’I'elephone

. &and Telegreaphk Company. .
Robert L. Currie, for the General Public.
L. D. Riley, for Yerington Electric CQmpany,
- interested party.

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINTIONX

In this proceeding the Railroad Commissiom, on its own
motion, after informal request for suck action by the Mono County
Grand Jury, instituted an investigation into the operations of 3
A. S. Eryant, operating under the fictitious name and style of 4
Bridgeport Telephone and Telegraph Company.

A public b.earing was held in this metter betore Examinex
¥illiams at Bridgepoxrt, on Qctober 25, 1929,

A. S. Bryent, operating the telephone utility, began
operations sbout thirty yeers ego in Bridgeport, county seat of
Mono County. Telephonelz lines have “béen extended | from time to
time as requiréd, and now defendant compeany has telephone and
telegraph lines between Eridgeport and Momo Leke, Bridgeport and
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Coleville, all in Mono County, and between Bridgeport and Yering=-
ton, Nevada. The Company at present has spproximately one hundred
and seventybr.u're' niles of magneto-operated lines through sparsely
settled, mountainous and desert couniry, with a total of twenty-
four conmected subscribers' statioms,. six of which are United
States Forest Service stations returning no revenue to the Com=
peny. Certein "Farmer Lines® or subscriber-owned lines ere come
nected, from time to time, at Bridgeport, without proper compen=
.sation to the Company. |

An epgineering investigation of the operations of the
Cowpany axd ean inventory and eppraisal of its telephone proper—
ties were made by this Commission. 7The following elements of
value were fournd as of September :50,.1929:

Historicel Reproduction Cost, $16,741.

Reproduction Cost New, 321,993,

Reproduction Cost New, Less Depre-—
ciation - Straight Line, $9,74%.

Reproduction Cost New, Less Depre=- .

ciation - 5% Sinking Fund, . $12,841.

Mre F. V. Rhodes of the Commission's Ené:meering Staft
made & detailéd study end report on the opei;e.tions of the Companye
It wes found that service in general and muintenance were Poor,
fhe epplication of the rates, rules and regulations was diserim-
inatory, and thet ne accounting procedure was in effect. Although
this grade of scrvicé may have been satisfactory %o the puf:lio a
few years ago, it does not meet the needs of the public at this
tine.

Revenues from all sources have not been adequate' to meet

operating expenses, apparently due to the small use of the service
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account of poor guality and inzdequacy.

The present rate schedules provide a flat rate charge
of £4.00 per month per subscrider station whether located inside
or outside the town of Bridgeport, and with free service over
the eatire system of the Company. The Commission's oengineer re—
commended that certaln restrictions bo made Iin the service allowed
with the present rate and that a charge of 50¢ per message be
autktorized for messages to stations on other lines outside Brldge-
nort.

It was estimated that under the rates and conditions
of sexrvice proposed by Mr. Rhodes, and following the complete re-
rebilitation of the utility's lines and system, the annual revenues
fron 21l utility service would emount to $4,284.00, with estimated
ninimum expenses of $3,600.00 per year, leaving $684.00 for a re-
turn on the investment. This will be a return of 4 per cent on
the estimated historical cost of the property.

The Company and the Mono County Grand Jury were glven
thirty (30) deys following the date of the Learing in this matter
to consider the recommendations made by the Commission's engineer
and t0 notify the Commission of their attitudes regarding the pro-
posals. A reply made over the signatures of the directors of the
Nono Chamber of Commerce was in the nature of a resolution which
severely criticised the present telephone and velegraph service in

Mono County and prayed for this Commission's "essistance 1n solving

this, e most difficult and unsetisfactory condition.” No com-

structive suggestion was offered. The Company's reply was & denial

of many of the contentions of the resolution of the liono Chamber

of Commerce, but with an admission of inadequate service and with
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PLans to carry out the recommendations of the Commission's engin-
eex.

The order following will require the establishment of
a 3ridgeport Zxchange Area, a Bridgeport Rate Area, end the fil-

ing of rates for exchange telephone, toll, and telegraph service,

eand rules and regulations governing the service and the applica~-

tion of the rates.

The record is convincing tkat the insufficlency of
this utility 1s caused by the poor management of 1ts owner. He
could produce no dbooks, accounts or vouchers to verify his busi-
ness, a most inexcusable lapse in duty under the law, which must
be corrected. He has not provided facilities sulfficlent to meetv
the needs of the public.

If this utility will do its share in meking its serv-
ice what the public has a right to expect, the rates provided‘
herein will be put in force for its benefit, and, in our opinion,

these rates will be falir to the utility and to the pudlic.
ORDER

The Railroad Commission of the State of California,
haviag instituted an investigation of the operations of A. S.
Bryant, operating under the fictitlous name and style of Bridge-
port Telephone and Telegraph Company, a public hearing having
been held, the matter heving been submltted, and now belng ready
Tor decision, o ‘

The Rallroad Commission hereby finds as a fact that not
leter then Juzme 1, 1930, A. S. Bryant should improve and augment

his telephone arxd telegraph facllities and service in accordance

with recommendations of record in this proceeding.




It is heredy further found as a fact that the rates now
charged by-a. S. Bryent would be unjust and unreasonable in the

event good and mdequate telephone and telegraph sexrvice be estad-

lished end that the rates and charges set forth in Exaibit "A"

¥ill be just and reasonable rates under sald conditions.

Basing its order on the foregoing findings of fact and
on such other findings of fact as appear in the opinion which
precedes this order,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED that A. S. Bryant, operating under
the fictitious name end style of Bridgeport Telephone end Tele-
graph Company, with dilligence shall om oXx before Jume 1, 1930,
improve and eugment his telephone and telegraph facilitles for
service in substantial complience with the recommendationscon~
tained in Exhibit No. 2 filed at the hearing in This proceeding,
and

IT IS HEERERY FURTEER CRDERED thet A. S. Bryent, after
2 showiag to the Railroed Commission that he hés established im~
proved telephone and telegraph service in accordance with the
recommendations of record in this proceeding and upon Supplenmental
Order from the Rallroed Commission, may file and meke effective |
rates Tor service in accordance with the schedules set forth 1n
Exhibit "A"™ atteched hereto.

" For all other purposes the effective date of this order
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ZZ?“ dey of
1-@4#4/&{4 ;18 30 . .
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EXCEANGE SERVICE

SCHEDULE NO, A-1

SERVICE:

Applicadle to Individual and Four-Party Line busi-
ness and residence flat rate service furnished within the
Bridgeport Rate Area.

RATE:
Rete per Month .
Business Regldence

Back individusl line stetion, wall set, $2.50 32,00
Fach four-perty line station, wall set, 2.00 1.50

CONDITIONS:

Subscrivers to individual and four-party service at
the above rates are entitled to switching service to stetions lo-
cated within the Bridgeport Rate Area without message charges.




EXCEANCE SERVICE

SCHEDULE NO, A-2

SERVICE:

Applicable to Suburbar Party Line service furnished
in the sudurban aree of the Bridgeport Exchange Lresz.

RATE: .
Rate per Month

Each station, dusiness or residence, wall set $4.00

CONDITIONS:

: (1) Suburben service is furnished outside the Bridge-
port Rate Ares dut within the exchange arec.

(2} A subscriber to suburban party line service at
the above rate is entitled to switching service to all other
stations on the same line and to all stations located within the
Bridgeport Rate Area without message charges.




BYCHANGE SERVICE

SCEEDULE NQ. fi=3

SERVICE:

Lpplicadle to Farmer Iine service furnished in the
suburben area of the Bridgeport Exchange Area.

RATE :
Rate per Month

Each Farmer Line Station, 20.50

T™e minimum charge is $2.50 per circuit per
nonth.,

CONDITTIONS:

(1) The Company installs, owns and maintains at
its expense the necessary centrel office equipment and service,
and line fecllities, to the doundary of the Bridgeport Rate
Aresa.

(2) The subscriber instells, owns and mainteins at
his expense the necessary facilities from the boundery of the
Bridgepoxt rate area to the subseriber's telephone, the ¢com-
plete telephone, protector and battery.

(3} The subscriber to service at the above rate Is
entitled o switching service to all other stations on the sexme
line and to all stations located within the Bridgeport Rate Area
without message charges.




TOLL SERVICE

SCEEDULE NO. B-1l

SERVICE:

The following rate is appliceble to toll message
service within the Bridgeport IZxchange Ares.

RATE:

E&Oh mss&ge..o.t.‘.....-0--..‘0.....-..0.&0.50

CONDITIONS:

(1) The adove rate is applicable to each message
from any Compeny or Farmer ILine station located outside the
Bridgeport Rate sres but within the Bridgeport Exchange Ares,
to any station on any other Company line or Farmer Line lo-
cated outside the Bridgeport Rate Area and within the Bridge-
port Exchange Arezx. ‘

" (2) The above rate is epplicable to each message
from stetions located within the Bridgeport Rate Area to any
stetion on any Compeny line or Farmer Line located outside the
Bridgeport Exchange Areca. :

(3) The above charges apply to ell kinds or classes
of nmessage.

(4) The charge spplicadle to toll sexvice between
any Compeny or Farmer Line statlon locsted within the‘Friage-

port Exchange Aree and any point on the lines of conmecting
companiaes is the sum of the rate quoted by the conneotlng Com-
pany for sexvice between the point of comnection with Bridge-

port Telephone and Telegraph Coxpany lines and the point on the
connecting line plus L£ifty (50) centse.




TELEGRAPE SERVICE

SCEEDULE NQ. C-1.

SZRVICE:

Applicedle to telegraph service hetween any two
points on the Compeany's system, and detween any point on the
Company's system and polints outside the Company's system.

RATES:

Zaoh ten-word telegram between points on the
Company's system, $0430
Zaoh additionel word, 0.025

CONDITIONS:

(1) The adove charges apply to all kinds aznd clesses
of telegraph.messages.

(2) The charge epplicebdle to telegraph service be-
tween any Company or Farmer Line station on the Compeay's system
and any point on the lines of comnecting companies is the sum
ol the rate quoted by the connecting compeny for service between
the point of connection with Bridgeport Telephone and Telegraph
Company lines and the point on the connecting line plus the zbove
rate,




