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')'1 n t: (\' Decision No. (.,.;. '. ;);,·\i' 

BEFORE TB:E RAmOAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALI1ORllIA.. 

) 
In the Matter ot the tnvestigation ) 
on the Commission·s own motion into ) 
the rates, tolls, _rental.s, charges, ) 
classiticat1ons, rules, regulations, ) 
practices, contracts, operations~ ) 
oomp11ance wit~ General Orders, serv- ) 
ice, or eny ot them, ot A.. S. ERY.ANT, ) 
operating under the fictitious ~e, ) 
and style of BRIIGEPORT TELEPHONE AND ) 
TELEGRAP:tr COMl?A:NY. . ) 

~~-------------------------) 

Case No. Z761. 

.t... S. Bryant, tor Bridgeport 'l'elephone 
., .. and -Telegraph Company. . . 
Robert L. Currie, tor the General Pu.bl1c. 
L. D. RUey, tor Yer1llgtoll Electric. Campany, 

interested Psrty. 

BY T:8E COlO4lSSION: 

OPINION 
~ .... -- .. ~--

III this proceeding the Re.:U:ro.e.d Commission, on. its own 
, . 

motion, attar 1ntar.mal request tor such action by the Mono County 

Grand jury, instituted an ~vest1gat1on tnto the operations o~ 

.A.. S. Bryant, opera tillg under the f1cti t10us :n.eme end style o~ 

.Bridgeport 'l'elephone and Telegraph Company • 

.A. public hear1Dg Wa.s held in 1;h1s me. t tor betore Examiner 

Williams at Bridgeport, on October. 2:5, 1929 • 

.A.. S. Bryant, ope:r8.t1ng the telephone ut111t:y, began 

operations about thirty years ago in Er1dge:port~ oounty seat or 

Mono County. Telephone lines have beeD extended t':rom time to 

t1m.e as required, and now detendallt company has telephone and 

telegraph lines between Br1dgeport 8lLd Mono Leke, Br1dgeport and 

-l-

, J. /' 



• • 
ColeVille, all in Mono County, and between Bridgeport and Yer1llg-

ton, No.vada.. The compCJl3' e. t present has approx1m.e. te~y one h'lllldred 

and seventy-1:1ve'miles 01: :magneto-operated lines through sparsely 

settled, mountainous end desert eountry, with a total or twenty-

1:our connected subscribers' stations,. six 01: whieh are united 
.. 

States Forest S~1ce stat10ns r~turn1ng no revenue to the Ccm-
~ , 

pany. Certain "'Farmer Linesft or subscriber-owned lines ere eon-
~ 

nected., 1:rom. t1me to time, at Bridgcport, without proper compen-

, sa tion to the Company. 

An engineering investigation ot the operations 01: the 

Company end an 1:c.ven tory and. appraisal or its telephone pl:'oper

t1es were made by this Commission. The :Collowing el.ements ot: 
. 

value were 1:ouud as or September ZO. ~929: 

Histor1eal Reproduet1on Cost, 

Reproduetion Cost New, 

Reproduction Cost New, Less Depre-
Ciation - Straigh~ Llne, 

Reproduction Cost New, Less Depre
eiation - 5% S1nkjng Fund, , 

$l.6,741. 

$2l.,993. 

Me. F. V. Rhodes or the Commission's Eng1lleer1ng statt 
.. 

made e deta1.led study end report em the operations or the Company. 

It was t'oUlld that service in general and ma:tntE.tlle.nee were ~oor~ 

the application ot the rates, rules and regulations was d1scr~-

1natory, and that no accounting procedure was in ettect. Although 

this grade o-r service me.::r lu1ve been satis:C'actor:r to the publi0 a 

tew years ~o, it does not meet ~e needs or the public at this 

t1me. 

Revenues 1:rom all sources have not been adequate'to meet 

operating expenses, apparently due to the small use ot the service 

-2-



~:DM 

on acco~t or poor ~ua11ty and inade~uaoy. 

The present rate schedules provide a flat rate charge 

or $4.00 per month per subscriber stat10n whether located 1nside 

or outside the town or Bridgeport, and w1th tree service over 

the e~tire system ot the Company. The Commission's engineer re

oommended that certain restrict10ns be made in the service allowed 

with the present rate and that a charge of 50¢ per message be 

authorized tor messages to stations on other l1nes outside Bridge

port. 

It was estimated that under the rates and conditions 

of service proposed by v~. Rhodes, and following the complete re

habilitation or the utility'z lines and system, the annual revenues 

fran all utility service would amount to $4,284.00, with estimated 

m1n~um expenses of $3,600.00 per year, leaving $684.00 for a re

turn on the investment. This will be a return or 4 per cent on 

the est~ated histor1cal cost or the property. 

The Company and the Mono County Grand Jury were given 

thirty (30) days following the date or the hearing in this matter 

to consider the recommendations made by the Commission's engineer 

and to notify the Commiss1on ot their attitudes regarding the pro

posals. A reply made over the signa:\;ures or the directors or the 

Mo~o Chamber or Commeroe was in the nature of a resolution which 

severely crit1cised the present telephone and telegraph service in 

MO:lo County e.:ld. prayed tor this Commission's "assistance in sol'V1ne 

this, a most ditt1cult and unsatisfactory condition." No con

structive suggestion was ottered. The Company's reply was a denial 

or many of the contentions of the resolution or the Mono Chamber 

or Co=merce, but with an admission ot inade~uate service and with 
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~lans to carry out the recommendations ot the COmmission's eng1n

eer. 

The order following w1ll re~u1re the estab11shment ot 

a Bridgeport Exchange Area, a Bridgeport Rate Area, and the t1l

ing of rates for exchange telephone, toll, and telegraph serv1ce, 

and rules and regulat10ns governing the service and the app11ca

t10n of the rates. 

The record 1s convincing that the 1nsufficiency ot 

th1s ut1lity 1s caused by the poor management of 1ts owner. He 

could produce no books, aocounts or vouchers to verity h1s bus1-

ness, a most 1nexcusable lapse in duty under the law, which must 

be corrected. Se has not provided fac1lities sufficient to meet 

the needs of the public. 

If th1s utility will do its share in making its serv

ice what the public has a right to e~ect, the rates provided 

herein w1ll be put 1n torce tor 1ts benefit, and, in our opin1on, 

these rates will be fa1r to the utility and to the public. 

The Ra1lroad Co~ss1on ot the State ot Ca11forn1a, 

having 1nst1tuted an investigat10n ot the operat1ons of A. s. 
Bryant, operat1ng under the fict1t1ous name and style ot Bridge

port Telephone and Telegraph Company, a pub11c hear1ng having 

been held, the matter having been submitted, and now being ready 

tor decision, 

The Ra11road Commission hereby rinds as a tact that not 

later than ~e 1, 1930, A. S. Bryant should improve and augment 

his tele~hone acd telegraph facilit1es and service 1n accordance 

with recommendations of record 1n this proceed1ng. 
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It is hereby further found as a f~ct that the ~ates now 

charged by-A. S. Bryant woUld be unjust and unreasonable 1n the 

event sood and adequate te~ephone and telegraph service be estab-

11shed and thut the rates and charges set forth in Exhibit ~A~ 

will be just a~d reasonable rates under said conditions. 

Basing its order on the torego1ng tind1ngs ot tact and 

on such other findings ot fact as ~ppear in the opinion wh1ch 

precedes this order, 

IT IS HERESY OP.DERED that b.. S. Bryant, operating under 

the fictit10us name ~d style of Br1dge~ort Tele~hone and Tele

graph Company, with diligence shall on or before June 1, 1930, 

1mprove and augment his telephone and telegraph facilities tor 

service in substantial compliance with the recommendationscon

ta1ned in Exhibit No. 2 tiled at the hearing in this proceeding, 

and 

IT :s EEP.:E:SY FURTHER ORDERED the. t A. S. Bryant, after 

a !howing to the Railroad Comm1ssion that he has established tm

proved telephone and telegraph service in accordance with the 

recommendations or record in this proceeding and upon Supplemental 

Order from the Railroad Commission, may tile and make effective 

rates tor service in accordance with the schedules set forth in 

Exhibit ~An attached hereto. 

For all other purposes the eftective date of th1s order 

shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof. 

Dated at San FranCiSCO, C:al:1.torn1a, this U- day of 

~l 19 .3 () • -
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E:{CEANGE SERVICE 

SCHEDUI.'E NO. A-l 

S'ERVICE: 

Ap!)l1cable to Individ.ual and Four-Party Line bus1-
ness and res1dence tlat rate service furnished within the 
Bridgeport Rate Area. 

~: 
Rate per Month 

Businese Residence 

Eacl:. individual line s.tation, wall set, $2.50 
Each tour-~e.rty line station, wall set, 2.00 

$2.00 
1.SO 

CO~~ITIONS : 

Subscribers to individual and tour-party serv1ce at 
the above rates are ent1 tled to swi tohing serviCe. to stations 10-
cnted within the Bridgeport Rate Area without message oharges. 
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EXCP~GE SERVICE 

SCHEDULE NO. A-2 

S~VICE: 

Applicable to Suburb~ Party Line service turnished 
in tne suburban area ot the Bridge,ort Exchange Area. 

RATE: - Rate :per Month 

E6ch station, business or residence, well set $4.00' 

CONDITIOt"S : 

(1) Suburban service is turn1shed outside the Bridge-
port Bate Area. but wi thin t=.e exchange area. 

(2) A subscriber to suburban party line service at 
tho above rate is entitled to SWitching service to all other 
stations on the s~e line and to all stations loeatedw1th1n the 
Br1dge~ort Rate Area without message charges. . 
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SCKEDULE NO. A-3 

SERVIC'E: 

Applicable to Farmer Line sel'V1ce tarnished in the 
suburban area of the Bridgeport Exchange Area. 

RATE: -
Eaoh Farmer tine Station, 

The minimum charge is $2.50 per circuit :per 
month. 

CONDITIONS: 

Rate per Month 

$0.50 

(1) The Co:npany installs, owns and maintains at 
. its expense the necessary central oUice equ1pment and service, 

and liue ~ec1l1t1es, to the boundary or the B~idgeport R~te 
.. Area. 

(2) The subscriber installs, owns and maintains at 
his e~~ense the necessary taci11t1es trom the boundary or tho 
Br1dgepo:t rate area to the subscriber's telephone, the co~ 
plete telephone, protector and battery. 

(3) The subscriber to service at the above rete is 
cntitled to switching service to all other stations on tbe s~e 
line and to all stations located within the Bridgeport Rate Are~ 
without message charges. 
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TOLI. SERVICE 

SCEEDUI.E NO. B-l 

SERVICE: 

The following rate is applicable to toll message 
service W1 th1n the Br1(1geport Exchange Area. 

RATE: -
Eaoh message •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $O.50 

CONDITIONS: 

(1) The above rate is applicable to each message 
from any Compe..DY or Farmer Une station looated outside the 
Bridgeport Rate .A:ree. but wi thin the Bridgeport Exchange Area, 
to any station on any other Company line or Farmer, linc 10-
oated ou~side the Bridgeport Rate Area and within the Bridge
port Exchange Area. 

. (2) The above rate is applicable to each message 
from stetions located with1n the Bridgeport Rate Area to any 
station on any Company line or Far.ner L1ne looated outside the 
Bridgeport Exchange Area. 

(3) The a"oove charges apply to ell kinds or classes 
or message. ' 

(4) ~e charge app~1oab~e to toll servioe between 
~y Comp~y or Far.mer Llnc st~t1on locate~ w1th1n tneBrldge-
port Exchange .A.rea and any point on the lines ot conneoting 
oompanies is tho sum o~ the rate quo~ed by the conneot1ns Com
pany tor service between the ~o1nt of connection with Br1dge
~ort Telephone and Telegraph Co~any lines and the point on the 
oonneoting line plus ~1rty (SO) oent$. 
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TEI..EGRA'PE SERVICE 

SCHEDULE NO. C-l. 

S'ERVICE: 

Applicable to telegraph service between any two 
pOints 011 the Compeny' s system~ end between a:ny point on the 
Co~any's system and pOints outside the Co~~y's system. 

RATES: 

Eaoh ten-wo=d telegram between pOints on the 
Co:::pe.ny's system, 

Eaoh ~ddit10nal word, 

CONDITIONS: 

$0.30 
0.025 

(1) The above charges apply to all kinds end classes 
o~ telegraph .. messages. 

(2) The charge ~ppliceble to telegraph servioe be
tween any Company or Farmer Line station on the Co~~y'S system 
and e.ny point OIl the lines O~ connecting companies is the sum 
o~ the rate quoted by the connecting company tor service between 
the ~o1nt ot connect1on with Br1~geport ~elephone and Telegr~h 
Comp~y lines and the point on the connecting line plus the above 
rate. 

, 
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