Decision No. -~ 200K

BEFORE THEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicetion of ths )

CITY OF EL CENTRO for an order autborizing )

the construction of a crossing 7L the z Application
Southern Pacific Railroad by State Street No 15541
in the City of EL Centro. )

Dorsey G. Whltelaw, City Attorney, City of
El Centro, foxr Applicant.

Hickeox, Trude and Johnson, by Ray Johnson,
for Southern Pacific Company, Protestant.

H. P. Meyer, for Imperial Valley Hardware
Company, Protestant.

Je J. Douel, for Chamdber of Commerce of
E)1 Centro, Proponent.
BY THE COMMISSION -
OPINION

The City of El Centro, & municipal corporation, herein

petitions the Railroad Commission for an order authorizing the

estadlismment of a crossing at grade over the right of way and
tracks of the Southern Pacific Company at State Street in the
city of El Centro, County of Imperiel, the legal description of
the location of said proposed crossing being as follows:

All that portion of the Southern Pacific Company’s

right of way lying between the north and south lines

of State Street, in the City of El Centro, projected

westerly across seid railroad right of way in such

manner a&s to unite the north and south lines of said

State Street as the same exists orn the easterly and

westerly sides of saild railroad right of way as showm

by map recorded in Book 1, Page 19, of lMaps,

Imperial County Records.

Public hearings on this application were conducted by Examiner
Sandford at El Centro, the matter was duly submitted and is now

ready for decision.

The ¢ity Cowncil of the City of El Centro at a meeting held on
October 17, 1928, authorized the filing of this application for a
orossing of State Street in said city over the right of way ah&




tracks of the Southern Pacific Compeny, and by Resolution No.353
adopted at a regular meeting of said City Council on September 18,
1929, proposed to consiruct sald crossing; to'acquire by purohase
or condemnation the necessary easements and right of way for such
purpose; to pave the crossing and the unpaved portions of Stato
Street adjolining said crossing. -

The City of El Centro is traverssed by the Southern Pacifie
Compeny's right of way and tracks, Irom the northwest to the
southsasterly city limits. The most northerly orossing is at
Commeroial Avenue, two blocks southerly is llain Street, the
prinocipal thoroughfiere and a portion of the highway system between
San Diego and Yuma. The proposed crossing at State Street would
be one block south, or approximately 315 feet from the Main Street
crogsing, and would cross the main line of the Southern Pacifioc
Company at an angle of approximately 71° 30'. The third and remain~
ing crossing in the City of EL Centro is atNOrange Avenue, eapproxi-
mately 1155 fect south of State Street, Orange Avenue being 70 Leet
in width with 24 Teet of pavement at the point where it crosses
the right of way and tracks of the railroad.

Traffic counts, made under the supervision and direction
of P. W. Kauights, City Engineer of the City of El Ceatro, were
introduced as exaibits showing the wvehicular and train movements
at the respective orossings. This check was taken for a twenty-four
nour period exding at 4:00 A.l. on June 26, 1929. The date is prob-
ably representative of the maximum présent use of the orossings as

the shipping season for melons was then at 1ts height reaulting in

peak movement both for trucks and trains. These trallic checks show

results as in the following abstracts:

Crossing Passencer Autos Trueks Trains

Commercial Ave. 1529 358 S1¢
Uzin Street 61.65 1668 177
Orange Avenue 1293 124




The’greater-portion of the vehicular and train movement
ocourred bhetween the hours between 8:00 A.M. and 8:00 FPif. as

shown by the rollowing tadbulation covering such 12 hour period:

Crossing Passenger Autos Trucks Trains

Commerclal Avenue 1153 252 168

Main Street ‘ 4354 , 1122 88

Orange Avenue 930 346 52

Twelve witnesses, including the layor, Fire and Street
Commissioners, members of the City Cowmcil, Fresident and
Vice President of the EL Centro Chamber of Commerce, the
present end former fire chiefs of the city and business men,
testified regarding the necessity for the establisiment of the
proposed orossing at State Street., The Southern Pacific right
of way and tracks separate the business section of the City of
El Centro from the industrial section which is the losation
of the packing sheds devoted to the Ganteloupe, melon, letiuce
and vegetable industry. Main Street crossing is the one now
used by the majority of the trucks and automobiles, and to
relieve the traffic congestion at the Main Street orossing the
additional orossing at State Street is desired. An additional
reason in support of the application is to facilitate the
apperatus of the EL Centro fire department in responding to
fires which may occur in the industrial section. The fire
appergtus is stationed on State Street on the west side of the
Southerr Pacifio tracks. In case of fire on the east side of
the tracks, where are located the packing sheds and the majority
of the industrial plants, e portion of the apparatus is sent
vie the Main Street corssing and the balance via the Orange
Avenue crossing, the separation being made to avoid ahy possi-
bility of delay by reason of either crossing being temporarily
blocked by trains. Extra distance is thus required to be tra=-
versed and turns at street intersections are roquired to de

made,all of which would be eliminated if the proposed State Street
- ' )




croasing were to be opened, thereby pemitting the fLire depart-~
ment to make a direct run on State Street across the tracks
to the center of the industrial end packing house district.

By ordinance of the council of the City of El Centro the
operation of heavy trucks is prohibited on lMain Street between
Fourth Street and Eighth Street, the center of the reeil busi-
pess dlstrict. The operation of this ordinance results in the
majority of the trucks using State Street and oxrossing the
Southern Pecific tracks at the lMain Street crossing, using
Sourth Street as a method of access to Main Street from State
Street. The proposed opening of the crossing at State Street
would enable trucks to go to and from the industrial and packing
house district on the east side of the tracks by the use of
State Street as a direct route.

The granting of the application is protested by the Southern
Pacific Company and by the Imperial Valley Haxrdware Companye

The Imperial Velley Jardware Compeny, & corporation opars

ating retﬁil haxrdware stores inm El Centro, Calexico, Holtville,

Imperial, Brawley, Calipatria, Yuma, Somerton and Yuma llssa, has
1ts maln warehouse cn the west side of the Southexn Pacific
tracks in the city of ZL Centro, Ifrom wilch point goods are
distributed to its retail siores. The werehouse 1s erected on .
property leased from the Southern Pacific Company and the main
buillding, 62 by 200 feet, 1s located across State Street, and
in the establishment of the proposed crossing would iequire to
be removed, but a small portion being availadble for reconstruction.
A& spuxr track of the rallroad, now serving this warehouse,would
require removal, but a small portion being available if a portion
of the warehouse could be continued in use. Howard P. Meyers,
President of the Imperial Valley Hardware Company, testified
regarding the expense estimated in rearranging facilities, A
moving, sorting and rearranging wareiouse stock and the valﬂi of
the lease for a ten year period, suck iters totaling $24,725.00.
- .




This witness testified that no other site was available on the
right of way of the railroad where spur track facilities ocounld
be installed, and that while his company 4id not oppose the
oonstruction of the crossing, it expected reimbursement for the
expense it would incur lncident to the removal and reestablish-
- ment of 1?s warehouse facilities.

The construction of the State Street crossing over the
tracks of Southera Pacific Company would require the substitution
of heavier raill to permit the installation of paving, certain
track changes reducing the number of iracks at the crossing from
eleven to eight, the establiéhment of an automatio crossing
signal, and the removal and relocation of a water column and
contrete pit. From an estimate filed herein as am exhibit the
total expense of this work would approximate the sum of §25,060.

We have carefully considered the evidence and exhibits
constituting the record in this proceeding. It appears therefrom
that it is applicant's desire foxr the authorization of the
State Street crossing at grade to make available another direct
street connecting the business section of ELl Centro, located on
the west side of the Southern Pacific Compeny's right of way and
tracks, with the industrial and packing house district located
on the east side of the tracks. The establishmeat of the prd-
posed crossing would also relieve congestion now alleged to
exist at the lMain Street crossing.

We are not convinced, Irom the record herein,that
the granting of the application is justified. The proposed cross-
ing is located dut 300 feet from the present Main Street crossing
and no unreasonable traffic delays have been shown to exist at
such ¢rossing which is protected by sn avtomatic crossing signal
and during the melon shipping season by e crossing watchman.

No substantial complaint appears as to the blocking of Main
Street orossing for unreasonable periods of time, when the
heavy railroad traffic is considered. The record shows twenty
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percent of the movement over lain Street crossing to oonsist

of through trains, which at the peak of the shipping season
consist of as meny as 124 or 140 cars. Any of these trains
which Would block the Main Street crossing Would slso block the
proposed State Street crossing, ir established. In-like manner
switching of cars %0 be iced or after being 1oed,'which are
handled in blocks of twenty cars each, would when interfering
with highway treffic on Main Street also interfere with ths use

of the State Street crossing. No satisfactory proposal for a

okange in operation as regards switohing methods has been pro-
posed, and it is essential for the prompt movement of melons,
lettuce and other perishadble commodities that such shipments de
handled and forwarded to destination with the minimum of delay.
An estimated expenditure of $49,785, covering the track changes
and moving of the water columm on the Southern Pacific Compeany's
right of way and the damege estimated for the relocation of th;
Imperial Valley Hardware Company's warehouse %o which must be
added the paving of State StreetAby the City of E1 Centro in the
vicinity of the crossing is not justified by the record herein.
Ain additional hazard would be creqted by thus ostablisying another
crossing at grade at a distance of but three hundred feet r;om an
oxisting orossing whioch has not been shown to- be unreasonadly
congested or that substantial delays are present or oustomary.

4t some ruture‘timc and as the shipping and highway traffic
develops in the City of El Centro, the crossing at State Street
or some adjeacent point may be necessary. Such orossing, however,
should be made at separated grades thereby entirely eliminating
the hazard of accident and offering the full and unobstructed
use of both railroad and highway facilities at the point of
crossing.

We therefore conclude end heredby find as a fact that public
convenience and necessity 4o not require the establishment of a
ecrossing, at grade, of the right-of-way and traocks of the
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Scuthern Pacific Company at State Street in the City of El
Centro, and that the application should be denied.

C. R D E R

Public hearings having been held om the above entitled
application, the matter having been duly submitited, the
Commiss ion being now fully advised and basing its order on
the finding of fact as appearing in the opinion which precedes
this order,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this application be and the
9am héreby is denied.

Dated at Sen Pranciseo,Californis, this A/"dgr;ay ot
4&&bx4¢4ua(.¢££§€?c:

n/ O Qe
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Comnmissioners.




