DecLsion No. Qo4iLo

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

In the Latter of the applicatiocn
of the City of Pittsburg for per-
nission to construct Central Ave=~
aue across the Atchison Topeka and
Senta Fe Railroad Transfer Track.

Application No.l6160.

f S N B S Vet B

R. N. Wolfe, City Attorney, for Applicant.

E. 7. Hobds, for Southern Pacific Company.

Z. T. Iacey, for The Atchison, Topekas and
Santa Fe Rallway Compeny.

LOUTTIT, COMMISSIONER:
CPIXION

This is an application filed with this Commissfion on
December 11, 1929, wherein the City of Pittsburg asks permission
to constiruct Centrel Avemue at grade across The Atohison,

Topeka and Santa Fe Raillway Company's transfer track in the City
of Pittsdurg, County of Conira COSt&, State of Californisa.

Public hearings were held in this matter in the City
of Pittsdurg on January 17th and 28th, 1930, on whioh latter
date the matter was submitted.

Central .Lvenue 1s an east and west street paved to a
widih of forty (40] fset and extending from Reilroad Avenue on
the west to Colﬁmbia Street on the east, a distance of apbrox14
mately 4,000 feet. Said street oxtends along the center of a
district recenily annexed to the City of Pittsdurg, said dis-
trict being located between the main line trecks of The Atohlison,
Topeka and Senta Fe Railway Compeny on the north end of the
Southern Pacific Compeny on the south. The transfer tracks con-
necting these two railroads lie immediately eest of Bailrosd
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Avenue and are the transfer tracks across which the oity desires
to construct Central Avenue. The raillway depots are located
adjacent to Railroad Avenus and on the north side of the respective |
railroads.

Nearly all of the City of Pittsburg, including the dbusi-
ness distrioct, is located north of the Santa Fe tracks. A number
of homes and small business houses are located along Railroad
4dvenue between the tracks of the Santa Fe and Southern Pacific.
ALso a number of homes have been constructed fn the new subdivi-~
sions, hereinafter referred t0 as newly subdividéd dixtrict,
between Harbor Street (a north and south street mlidway between
Columbia Street snd Railroad Avenue) ard Columbia Street. The ter-
ritory between Earbor Street and Rellroad Avenue is undeveloped
except along Rallroad Avenue. The Lmportant Industiries of
Pittsburg, employing in excess of 2,000 men daily, are located
east of the city and norxrth of the Santa Fe tracks, along Bast 3Ird
Street extended.

Applicant alleges the proposed orossing would provide 2
route that would avoid the traffic congestion in the business and
restricted districts of Pittsburg, for traffie:

(a) Betwoen the railway depots and the industries.

(b} Betweon territory south of Southern Pacific
tracks and the industries.

(c) Between newly subdivided district and City of
Pittsburg.

(&) Between territory immediztely ecast of the
transfer tracks and territory immediately
west thersof.

(e} Passing through City of Pittsdburg.

Applicant presented witnesses testlifying in support of
the above sllegation. The record shows that there is a proposal
before the c¢ity to build & school in the block bounded on the west

by the transfer track, on the north by the Santa Fe tracks, on
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the east by Solari Street and on the south dy Central Avenue. It
was further testified that if said school weres constructed the
pf0posod crossing would be used dy children attending the sochool
from territory west thereof and would discourage promiscuous gross-
ing of the Santa e tracks.

The Santa Fe and Southern Pacific appeared in protest
to the granting of the eapplicsation. They sumitted testimony
showing the volume ¢f truck traffic betwesn the depots and the in-
dustries, the routes used dy traffic into and through the City of
Pittsburg and the nuxber of vehicles using the various subways and
rallway grads orossings. Photographs showing the physical condi-
tions and views at the subways end grede orossings were also
submi tted.

Witnesses for the rallways testified that 211 switohing
t0 and from the Industiries wes performed by the Sante Fe, the
Southern Paqitic cars bveing recelived end delivered over the inter-
cheange tracks. All cars placed oz the interchange must be pushed
ahsad of the engine, which mennar of operation, it was contended,
would be of comnsiderabdble hazard to the highway traffic if the
crossing were constructed.

I? weas further polnted out that the construction of the
orossing would decrease the capacity of the interchange tracks
from six (6) to eight (8) cars and that cars stored on sald tracks

would serioﬁsly obscurs the view of the orossing.

The County of Contra Costa and the railroads have con~
structed sudbways under the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe tracks
west of Pitisburg, under the Sente Fe tracks along Solari Street
east of Pittsdurg, and under the Santa Fe and Southern Paoific
tracks along Hardbor Street. |

The subweys west of Pittsdurg and under the Santa Te

tracks along Solari Street east of Pittsburg provide a route,
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connecting with the main east and west county highway, ilnto and
through Pittsburg without crossing the tracks of either rallroad
et grade. The sudways along Herbor Street provide & route be-
tween the territory south of the Southern Pacific tracks and the
City of Pittsdburg and industrial district north of the Santa TFe
without crossing the tracks of either railrcad at grade.

It wes testified that streets south of the Southernm
Pacific tracks connecting tns north and south county road with
Harbor Street arTe unpaved and iz very poor conditiom. Exhibits
indicate that very little use is made of Harbor Strest.

A careful study of the record in this matter indicates
that the construetion of this crossing would largely tend to divexrt
traffic from the existing subways. 7o the extent the orossing is
used by the county righway traffic desiring to come into or pass
through the City of Pittsburg, this 1s entirely true. Llso, those
vho might use the crossing in going between the City of Pittsdburg
north of the Santa Te tracks or the territory south of the
Southern Pacific tracks and the newly suddivided district could
very convenlently use the subways along Earbor Street or Solari
Straet end theredby not cross any tracks at grade. The use of the
proposed crossing would in ell cases reguire a crossing of the
mein lipes of elither the Southern Pacific or Seanta TFe exocept for
traffic within %the territory located between the Southern Pacific
and the Santa Fe to or from the east, which the reooid indicates

would be very light,

vbry little distance would be saved by tae use of the

proposed orossing and heving in mind the fact that most traffic
using the proposed ¢rossing would de required to cross some tracks
at grede elong the new routes rather then at separated grade elong

the present routes, it is felt that the use of the proposed c¢cross-

-4-




ing will not result in the saving of any time.

The physical conditions exlsting at the crossings of
the Santa Fe tracks and Southern Pacific tracks along Railroad'
Avenue mele these zrade c¢rossings potentielly very hazardous.
Their use should be discouraged to the extent possible, consistent
with the convenience of the pudlic using the highweys and streets
in the vicinity of Pittsburge.

It 1s concluded that public convenience and noc&saity
do not require the proposed crossing.

The followlng form of Order is recormended:

GRDER

The City of Pittsburg having filed an opplication for
authority to comstruct Central Avemue across the transfer tracks
of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rellway Company Iin the City
of Pittsburg, County of Contra Costa, State of California, public
hearings having been held, the matter deing submitted and ready
for decision, the Commission dbeing fully advised and desing its

order on the findings and conclusions contained in the foregoing

opinion,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the adove entitled application
be and it I1s denied.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved and
ordered filed as the'Oplinion and Order of the Reilrocad Commission
of the State of California.

Deted at Sean Francisoeo, Californies, this (42 day

of February, 1930. (EZ[Z,QQQAI,M,L¢4547
- i

Commissioners.




